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Serving GLBT Military Veterans in Oregon and SW Washington
VETERANS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
▼ Advocacy
▼ Portland Pride Parade Color Guard
▼ Help Access Government Services
▼ Social Events
So That All May Serve With Honorl
Call Frank at (503) 242-3585 
or Ron at (360) 896-9394 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VFHR
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501 N Graham #445 • Portland Or 97227

Gynecological Surgery 
and Obstetrics

Kimberly Suriano, M.D.
Philippa Ribbink.M.D.
Elizabeth Newhall, M.D.
Brenda Kehoe. M.D.
Sally Holtzman. M.D.
Laurel Lee.C.N.M.
Jennifer Heiser, M.D. 

503-284-5220
Carina Wienk, L.M.T 9
Naturopathic Physician Tori Hudson, N.D.
503-284-2469

Helping you 
is what I do.

Cary L. Smith
Licensed Real Estate Broker
Quality Service Certified Awarded Rising Star 2004

casmith@pru-nw.com
503-350-7525 Direct Line 
503-341-8713 Cell 
visit my website 
www.casmith.pru-nw.com
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GUY’S
Interior Restorations

:ull-Service Auto Upholstery
Original & Custom Interiors

Sports, Luxury, Exotic and Classics—Foreign & Domestic ^^k Convertible Tops—A Specialty

Bk 503/224-8657
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WTITI news

Mayor Juan Barretto declares 
Caracas “homophobia-free.”

AMERICAS
Rainbow Flag Raised in Caracas

With the support of Caracas Mayor Juan 
Barreto, activists raised the rainbow flag May 17 
in Venezuela’s Plaza Bolivar to mark Inter­
national Day Against Homophobia.

Barreto declared Caracas to he 
“a homophobia-free territory” and 
announced the creation of a quee? 
issues division within his office. 
Activist groups said they are hope­
ful he also will support passage of a 
municipal law banning discrimina­
tion based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity.

Chilean Supremes 
Rule Against 
Lesbian Mom Again

Chile’s Supreme Court refused 
for the second time May 12 to give 
lesbian Karen Atala’s three chil­
dren hack to her.

After the first ruling, she appealed to the 
Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights. The panel accepted the case and 
instructed Chile’s government to justify the 
decision.

The Supreme Court then reaffirmed its rul­
ing, saying due process had been followed, and 
sent the affirmation to the government so it can 
reply to the commission.

In its original decision, the court found that 
the children’s development could be harmed by 
Atala’s lesbian relationship, resulting in their 
being confused about sex roles. 
Atala was stripped of custody and 
sees her kids only one weekend a 
month.

Mexico Wants 
Gay Tourists

The Mexican Secretary of 
Tourism’s Touristic Promotion 
Council has launched a cam­
paign to attract gay tourists from 
the United States and Canada. It 
includes an “informative bul­
letin” posted in the media area of 
the council’s Web site.

“Our intention as leaders of 
the international-level [tourism] 
sector is to satisfy the needs and 
tastes of the varied markets we are directed at,” 
the bulletin states. “This is one of the qualities 
that only the world’s greatest tourist destina­
tions can aim for.”

EUROPE
British Gays Protest 
at Saudi Embassy

A total of 25 gay activists protested May 17 
outside Saudi Arabia’s embassy in London 
against the recent jailing and flogging of 105 
men accused of attending 
a “gay wedding party.”

The men were arrested 
in March in the city of 
Jiddah and were variously 
sentenced to six months 
to a year in jail, six 
months to a year in jail 
plus 200 lashes, or two 
years in jail and 2,000 
lashes. The London 
protest was one of hun­
dreds of events that nx>k 
place around the world to 
mark International Day 
Against Homophobia.

“Saudi Arabia is one of 
the world’s most homo­
phobic countries,” said 

Demonstrators protest at Saudi 
embassy.

Lesbian mom Karen Atala 
lost custody of her three 
children.

protester Brett Lock of the gay direct-action 
group OutRage. “Gay people are routinely 
arrested, jailed, tortured, flogged and sometimes 
executed. We want European Union and Unit­
ed Nations sanctions against the Saudi dictator­
ship. King Fahd should be arrested, taken to the 

International Criminal Court 
and tried on charges of tor- 

‘ ture and murder.”
The Gay and Lesbian 

Humanist Association also 
took part in the demonstration.

Northern Ireland 
Sees Big Increase 
in Hate Crimes

The incidence of anti-gay 
hate crimes almost tripled in 
Northern Ireland this past 
year, according to the Police 
Service of Northern Ireland’s 
annual statistical report.

A total of 196 incidents 
were reported, compared with

only 71 in the previous reporting period. About 
48 percent of the crimes involved injury or 
assault, and about 21 percent involved criminal 
damage to property.

Swiss Vote on Same-Sex Partnerships 
The population of Switzerland will vote 

June 5 on whether to create registered same-sex 
partnerships.

Although numerous European nations have 
enacted such laws, this will he the first time the 
matter was left up to voters. The measure passed 

Parliament in June 2004, 
but religious conserva­
tives then collected 
enough signatures to 
force a referendum on it. 
It extends most marriage 
rights to registered same- 
sex couples hut withholds 
rights in the areas of 
adoption, in vitro fertil­
ization and taking each 
other’s last name.

“A registered partner­
ship is not a marriage; it is 
an institution for those 
people who by definition 
cannot marry,” Justice 
Minister Christoph

Blocher told Swisslnfo.org on May 25.
Partnership laws already are in force in three 

of Switzerland’s cantons—Geneva, Zurich and 
Neuchâtel. Nearly 500 same-sex couples have 
registered in Zurich canton since the law took 
effect two years ago.

Polling suggests more than 60 percent of 
voters will OK the federal law.

Amsterdam Issues Warning 
to Gay Tourists

The Amsterdam Tourist Board has issued a 
warning to gay visitors after the high- 
profile gay-bashing of Washington 
Blade/Window Media executive editor 
Chris Crain.

Early on April 30, Crain was 
called a “faggot” and severely beaten by 
five Moroccan men as he and his 
boyfriend walked hand in hand 
through central Amsterdam.

“It seemed like every direction I 
turned, I got another punch to the face, 
and when they kicked me to the 
ground, time seemed to stop,” Crain 
said.

The tourist hoard’s Herman Ter- 
halkt announced May 13: “Gay visitors 
should he careful and alert. Some peo­
ple in Amsterdam are not tolerant of 
other people. It is a social problem.”
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