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(QUEEN BEE CREATIONS
BUzZES WITH ACTIVITY

Portland design company launches new line and spring collection

by Rebecca Ragain

tour of the Queen Bee Cre- |

ations’ work studio stimulates
the senses. Also known as “the

Hive,” the space is permeated by |
the smell of vinyl. Scraps of

colorful fabric and shiny rivets catch the eye.
Okccasionally a train whistles outside, interrupt-
ing the gentle stutter of sewing machines.

The Hive is the center of queer artist Rebec-
ca Pearcy’s growing business of creating hand-
made bags, purses and wallets. This is no fledg-
ling concern. In business since 1996, Queen Bee
has grown to employ seven people, including
Pearcy. Redd Moon, Pearcy’s business partner,
estimates that every week Queen Bee workers
produce an average of 500 items.

What makes this count impressive is that
every one of these 500 accessories is hand-
crafted. Pearcy personally designs everything.
The vinyl pieces are assembled, glued, sewn and
tinished, all within the rooms of the Hive. From
lesign to order fulfillment, only one part of the
process is outsourced, and that task goes to
nother Portland company.

Pearcy has no plans to take any part of the
Queen Bee production process overseas. She has
a strong commitment to community and takes
pride in the fact that everything is
made right here in Portland.

“We try to do as much as we
can in Portland, locally,”

SAYSs
Pearcy, “to support other busi-
nesses and also just not to use
more energy and fuels than neces-
sary. It’s so rare that you get to
come into a place like this and
ictually buy something from the
people who made it. To me that’s

crucial, because there's a huge dis-

connect, typically, between things that most
people buy and where it came from, who made
it and the conditions it was made under.”

Pearcy thinks that here in the Northwest
Seattle, Olympia and Portland, in particular
people are especially willing and eager to buy local.

“People are wanting to buy from indepen-
dent designers, independent businesses, where
T}h‘\ !'l'.l“\ |1.|\'t' a sense of where it came from.
[here’s a lot of support and community around
that,” Pearcy says.

Which is not to say that Queen Bee cre-
ations are only found in Portland and Olympia.
Queen Bee sells wholesale to stores throughout
the country and fills individual mail orders
through its Web site. Pearcy reports that fans
are always relaying their sightings—a Queen
Bee bag spotted in the Denver airport, for
mnstance.

“We sell in so many states at this point that

[ think people are definitely noticing it around,”

says Pearcy.

Soon, people will be sporting new Queen Bee
accessories in airports, grocery stores and city
streets. Pearcy and her team are releasing their
spring/summer collection, which will include
new versions of favorites like the Trucker and
Truckette f]'.lp[‘t'ti }‘;1}_[.\ and some new totes. Also
look for some entirely fresh items, like a handbag
with wooden handles and a coin purse.

“I'm having fun working with hardware, new
handles and things like that, to mix it up a little
bit,” says Pearcy.

The new collection will feature Queen Bee’s
characteristic lively color combinations. Deco-
rative themes range from the shape-oriented to
the naturally inspired.

“ am blown away by the beauty of flowers
and trees and things that are alive in the plant
world. That’s just never-ending inspiration for
me. And I'm really inspired by color, and colors
I l‘,_':l'T}'li'I.“ says Pearcy.

She is also excited to be launching Chick-
pea, an entirely new line for parents and their
babies, starting with a couple of diaper bag
styles. She’s been contemplating the idea for
several years now, as everyone around her start-

ed having children. Pearcy suspects that many

Queen Bee's central eastside studio.

loyal Queen Bee customers are reaching this
point in life right along with her, and she hopes
T|1.|l !}m }‘tllll-m customer base \\t“ give lht.‘
new line a slow but steady start.

[he story of Chickpea'’s origination is a per
fect example of Pearcy’s method of operation:
She sees a need, then fills it with one of her
designs. It's the same way that Queen Bee Cre-
ations first started, with the \Iwi::n of the Won-
der Wallet. Pearcy needed a checkbook-sized
wallet for herself, so she bought some vinyl and
made one.

“My natural tendency is if | need something,
to make it myselt and not acrually go out and
buy it. It's part of what | enjoy doing in life.
From age 13 on up, I made my own clothes and
sewed like crazy and loved doing it,” says Pearcy.

“l love the expression of what it is for us to
dress ourselves and to decorate ourselves. That's
what’s interesting to me,” she adds. J7

For more information abowt QUEEN BE
CREATIONS wisit wwu l,'m‘t'nh'c-l‘n'nun ms.com

REBECCA RAGAIN is a Portland free-lance writer
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EXCEPTIONAIL

DENTISTRY

World class dentistry with a concierge touch.

*Free intial consultation

*Personalized Financing

*Invisalign (Braces with out Braces)

*Zoom Whitening (as seen on Extreme Makeover)
*Complimentary 15 min massage with first appointment

“What an amazing difference. I never knew how much
[ needed this. I absolutely love my smile!” - David

6400 SE Lake Road, Suite 140, Milwaukie, OR 97222
Phone 503. 654.1294 Fax: 503.659.1552 www. pdxsmiles.com

Portland’s ONLY Gay Owned & Operated Carpet Cleaners
Serving Metro Portland & Vancouver’'s Gay Community for 8 Years

Honesty, Integrity & Reliability » Ask for your “Family” Discount!

Roger
Mossenr

Real Estate Broker

" W What will Roger say next?

Why “Buy How'?

we don't do exotics.
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VETERINARY

HOSPITAL

¥ | Sell Homes
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Direct/Cell

503.347.5477

E-mail: rogermosser@comcast.net
www.buysel.biz
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Windermere

4

CRAIG
STEPHEN KOCHIS
809 SE Powell

QUIRK DVM
DVM
Blvd

(near the Ross Island Bridge)

Windermere /Cronin & Caplan Realty Group. Inc
B25 NE Muitnomah Bt , Swite 120
Portiand, Oregon 97232-2158

232-3105
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http://www.deepcleancarpet.com
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