elissa Hart has a lot to be grateful
for: a beautiful home in rural
Eugene that she shares with her

& husband and a menagerie of pets
& and a successful writing career. At
35, her life reads like a fairy tale, but Hart is
the first to admit that her childhood was a dit

terent story

BOOK

Long way home

Eugene author chronicles bitter custody battle
centered on her mother’s sexuality
BY JODI HELMER

She was just 9 years old when
her mother came out as a lesbian
ind left her father. In the vears
that followed, Hart was caught in
the middle of a bitter custody
battle that resulted in her mother
losing custody of her three chil
dren because of her sexualiny
Hart wrote a book chronicling
her experiences.
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Hart was thrilled her book was going to b
published, but she admits there were other
emotions at play, too.

“I was terrified, mostly about how the book
would affect my family,” she recalls. “For my
mother, the subject—even after all of this
time—was still devastating. | was also con-
cerned that [my father] might sue when he
}}{'.Il'li about the book.”

Despite her reservations, Hart was deter-
mined to tell her story. She did, however, make
a few concessions: At the request of her moth-
er, she [\IIMI\IIUI the book as a work of fiction
titled Long Way Home in 1996. She changed
names, locations and other identifying details
but ensured that the rest of the manuscript was
a true depiction of her experience.

Publishing her story as fiction presented
challenges for Hart.
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For my mother, the subject—even after
all of this time—was still devastating.”
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rassed. At first | was embarrassed that this had
happened to me, and later | was embarrassed

that | pretended that it hadn't.”

After that reading, Hart decided to rerelease
the book as a memoir. “l realized that the story
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power if it were told in the first person,” she
says.

Long Way Home became The Assault of
Laughter: A Daughter’s Journey Back to her Les
bian Mother and hit shelves in January.

“It was extremely empowering,” Hart says of
letting readers know it was a true story. “l was
doing some pre-publicity interviews, and | dis
covered this entire community of children of
GLBT parents. It was so exciting to find all of
these people from all over the U.S. who have
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It has also opened her eyes to the imp

1 Of
tance of sharing her story. The response, Hart
says, has been overwhelmingly positive.

“Children of GLBT parents have said to
me: ‘You nailed it. You captured so many of the
issues we grew up with.””

Still, Hart admits to feeling skeptical about
the praise. “Sometimes | think that maybe
people say nice things because they are sympa
thetic to the cause, so they were willing to
overlook the obvious flaws,” she says.

In fact, if she had it to do all over again,
Hart says the book would look much different.

“If I had the chance to rewrite the book

completely—as if it had never been written
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”u Assault of
Laughter: A Daughter’s Journey Back to Her
Lesbian Mother 7 p.m. April 18 at the Coffee
House Café, 135 Liberty St. N.E
will present a workshop on humor wnting 1 p.m

April 23 during the first-ever Wordstock Book Fair
in Room D134 at the Oregon Convention Center,
/77 N.E. Martn Luther King Jr. Blud. For mor

mformation visit www. melissahart.com

MELISsA HART will read from

i Salem, and

JOoDlI HELMER is a Portland free-lance writer. Visit
her online at www.jodihelmer.com
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