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Can't tell your Booty from your Snatch? _
Just Out sets the record straight about
the freaky scene that’s sweeping Portland. §

by Aaron Scott

At a recent show by the performance art
group Sissyboy, a crew of young gender pirates
raided a revue of female-impersonator robots
called “Duracelles”
Darcelle’s). The v

hidden treasure, «

(a not-so-veiled satire of
ung pirates went in search of
nly to realize in an after-
school-special style that, although early drag
queens might not push the edge as they once

did, they nonetheless set the cultural stage that

made the current wave of genderqueers possible.

The performance’s crude but shrewd shred-
ding of sexuality and gender was devoured by
its audience of eccentrics, artists and queers,
whose yearning for something other than the
status quo of Stark Street has changed the face
of queer Portland.

During the past decade, Portland’s alterna-
tive queer community has blossomed into a
rash of queer nights infesting the city. These
queer parties (generally at straight clubs) are
unabashedly freaky and filled with gender-
queers, punk-rockers, hip-hoppers and all the

wrtistic folk who have continually sought the
cultural edge, but who are only now experienc-
ing force of numbers enough to create their

own viable scene.

By the early 1990s, the modern gay and les-
bian movement (which burst into life in 1969
with a gaggle of New York drag queens blurring
the lines between street riot and block party)
had arguably settled into mainstream medioc-
rity. This stagnation leached further into that
wholesome and profound activity that brings us
together, helps us forge bonds of solidarity and

serves as a venue of creative self-expression and

stress release: the sacred institution of night life.

Back when “queer” was still a bad word, les-
bians had little night life choice other than the
Egyptian Club’s Tomb, while gay men at least
had the Stark Street buffet: Would | rather
have the dollar drinks at Boxxes or the beer
bust at Silverado? The options catered to a
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crowd grown more institutionalized and main-

stream I"U( ause l‘t Its }\llr‘_,'t'l MNINEY acc L';"f.ink'k’ n
straight society.

“Stark Street is the same now as it was 15
years ago. There’s been no evolution,” says Howie
Bierbaum, the man behind Howie Baggadonutz
Productions, who has lived in

Pink Martini and a serious connoisseur of
camp. “But it can be exhausting, and it's cer-
tainly not for everyone.”

By the early '90s, there was little alternative
to the establishment and consequently only a
fractured alternative queer community. Even
filmmaker Gus Van

Portland since 1981.
Shashanah Oppenheim, a
San Francisco transplant,

“Queer Night didn't fill a
vacuum, it broke a mold.”

Sant, who is generally
attributed as the first to
capture Portland’s

—Byron Beck

bohemian underbelly,

expresses the same sentiment
regarding the Egyptian: “It’s a
lesbian bar with a very specific audience and a

very steady diet.”

Which ain't all bad. The E-Room and
Stark still have perfectly happy crowds looking

| to drink, dance and get down with the same
sex. But if you ask someone who doesn't fit

their prepackaged vending machine molds, it
ain't all that, either.

“I'm all for Stark Street,” says a sympathetic
Thomas Lauderdale, the puckish bandleader of

says, “l wasn't aware of an
| alternative queer culture at the time.”

' Monlux, gay co-owner of the rock club

That was the case, at least until Chris

La Luna, snatched an idea from a Seattle venue
and passed it off to an energetic Dutch boy, D-]
Haanraadts, to organize.

| “Queer Night didn't fill a vacuum, it broke a
mold,” remembers Byron Beck, Willamette

Laminated Wood Floor

Installed for $2.99 sq.ft.

4 Granite Kitchen

4 Counters Installed
starting @ $1,500
(3 pieces 26"x96")
Ensured Proper Fit

WE DO ALL REMODEL JOBS!
WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE!
FREE ESTIMATES!

Zun’ch, Inc. f g
Andy Peng 503.680.3685

natl_lropathic
body works

D)

,\1:"11“ Igl fln- I\{ ton

10% oftt your First

satients

Dr. Karen
Frangos, PT, ND

ottice visit!

_‘—)}\.ni-\ f\,\r‘c!n'mc‘ i’ 1 hysic
Joint I\‘('.\|rgrnnc'nt a f\\mm.u;('
| I at }\Zl_y;i)l 4 \.uur if”"" r\lufnf!:m
\,\’«H"Ic‘n'wl I(‘.i]fl‘l
2035 NW Owverton

503-233-0388
www.naturopathichodyworks.net -

.|[ I E“It‘f.l}‘{]

Ll?:r-;r your boe J'r.-i_;_:r-!a the “works” n.rfr:r,lfrlru

w4w...'.-'-fhy waste your time

on-line e-mailing a great
woman who's actually a 23

year-old dude in Beaverton?

Write a voice
personal ad
and listen to
the beautiful
sound of
real women
calling

you.
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