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LIVE, LOVE, & LOOK OUT...
For yourself and your partners! 

Find out todayz get tested!

Free anonymous or 
confidential HIV testing 

*By appointment or walk-in
*No needles with results in a week,

Mondays 3:3O-7:3Opm

Clackamas County 
Public Health

Don Valerio, MD

Beavercreek Clinic 
1425 S. Beavercreek Rd. 
Oregon City, OR 97045

Call (503) 655-8471 
for an appointment, 

or (503) 742-5382 
for more information.

Board Certified Internal Medicine
Fanno Creek Clinic
2400 SW Vermont Portland

New patients are always welcome. 
Appointments are now available: (503) 452-0915

Sports Injury - HIV Testing - HPV/STDs - Hepatitis - PSA/Prostate Cancer 
Skin Problems - Physical Exams - Genera! Adult Healthcare 

“An annual checkup is the easiest step to preventing disease. ”

I’m. AVAILABLE, „ 
whenjon are!
Careful and energetic handling of 

all your home financing needs

MORTGAGE
4 Advocates

6700 SW 105th Aw., Suite 200 Beaverton. OR97(X>5 
loll Free («77) H2MW0O Fax (503) 297-0K24

E-Mail: colleenwit mtgadwxates.com www.mtgadwcatcs.axn
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MIDEAST/AFRIC A
Three Religions Target 
Gays in Jerusalem

A dozen Muslim, Jewish and Christian lead­
ers ganged up on gays March 30 in Jerusalem, 
strongly denouncing August’s planned Jerusalem 
WorldPride 2005 march and festivities.

“We are shocked to have received notice 
that a worldwide assembly of 10 days including 
an immodest parade devoid of minimal propri­
ety is scheduled to he held in Jerusalem this 
summer, which will offend the very foundations 
of our religious values and the character of the 
Holy City,” said the group, which included 
Israel’s chief rabbis, the Latin patriarch, rhe Vat­
ican ambassador to the 1 loly Land, three Mus­
lim sheiks and representatives of the Armenian 
and Greek Orthodox patriarchates.

“Such an event would constitute a severe 
affront to the hearts and souls of adherents of all

Rabbis. Muslim clerics and Armenian and 
Greek Orthodox archbishops reject the 
presence of WorldPride in Jerusalem.

religions—Jews, Christians and Moslems alike,” 
the declaration said. “We call upon and 
demand...the Israeli government and all 
responsible officials and Israeli police to realize 
the full implications of their plans and to pro­
hibit any march of this kind, and 
especially in the Holy City of 
Jerusalem.”

At a press conference to release 
the statement, Yehuda Levin, who 
said he represents more than 1,000 
U.S. Orthodox rabbis, called the 
parade “spiritual rape” and said: 
“This is not the homo land. This is 
the Holy Land."

Vatican Ambassador Archbish­
op Pietro Sambi suggested the 
parade would provoke violence. 
“No one can be sure it will go on in 
a peaceful way,” he said.

Muslim Sheik Abdel Aziz 
Bukhari said the parade could cause 
God to destroy Jerusalem to express 
disapproval of sodomy.

The last WorldPride was in 
J<ome in 2000. The event is a proj­
ect of InterPride, the International Association 
of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride 
Coordinators.

105 Men Jailed in Saudi Arabia 
for Homosexual Conduct

Around 105 men have been sentenced to 
jail and flogging in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, for 
alleged homosexual conduct. They were arrest­
ed March 10 at a private party for dancing and 
“behaving like women,” reports said.

A Jeddah court, meeting March 26 in a 
closed session from which defense attorneys 
were excluded, sentenced 31 of the men to 200 
lashes each and to prison from six months to 
one year. Four other men received 2,000 lashes 
and two years’ imprisonment.

More than 70 other men were released, 
reportedly because they had influential connec­
tions. But they were summoned back to a police 
station April 3 and informed that they, too, had 
been sentenced to a year in jail.

“Prosecuting and imprisoning people for 
homosexual conduct are flagrant human rights 

violations,” said Scott Long, director of Human 
Rights Watch’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Rights Program. “Subjecting the 
victims to floggings is torture, pure and simple.” 

The International Commission of Jurists 
also denounced the sentences.

“These convictions and sentences are un­
acceptable—and imposing them based on the 
victims’ real or perceived sexual orientation, or 
their consensual sexual conduct, is worse,” said 
Secretary-General Nicholas Howen. “Saudi 
Arabia is a member of the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights. We call on the 
government to stop these practices, which dis­
regard basic principles of human rights law that 
all members of the commission should uphold.”

AMERICAS
Honduras Bans Same-Sex Marriage

In a second and final vote, Honduras’
National Congress unanimously amended the 
constitution March 29 to ban same-sex mar­
riage and adoption by same-sex couples.

The amendment also forbids recognition of 
same-sex marriages or civil unions from other 
nations. Gay activists said they might respond 
with an outing campaign.

Uruguay Gets 
Gay Monument

Latin America’s first gay public space and 
monument were unveiled Feb. 2 in Uruguay by 
Montevideo Mayor Mariano Arana.

The Sexual Diversity Plaza is kxated in the 
historic city center and is marked with a granite 
pink triangle plaque sitting atop a concrete base. 
The plaque reads, “Honoring Diversity Is Hon­
oring Life: Montevideo for the Respect of All 
Genders, Identities and Sexual Orientations.”

“I want nothing more of this night than to 

Although small, this monument commemorates the struggles 
of queers in Uruguay.

remember the countless men and women who 
where persecuted, burned, mutilated and killed, 
condemned for the crime of simply being them­
selves, and to praise the numerous activists who 
have had the courage to publicly say, ‘Yes we are 
different, and so what?’ ” said writer and activist 
Eduardo Galeano at the ceremony.

ASI A/PACIFIC
Men Jailed for Private, 
Consensual Sex in Fiji

A 55-year-old Australian man and a 23-year- 
old Fijian man were jailed for two years April 6 
in Fiji for having consensual sex in private.

Tourist Thomas Maxwell McCosker, 
a retired university teacher from the state of 
Victoria, and Dhirendra Nandan, a delivery 
man, were convicted of “unnatural offense” and 
“indecent practice between males” after plead­
ing guilty to having sex in an apartment in the 
city of Nadi. Magistrate Syed Mukhtar Shah 
called their crimes “something so disgusting 
that it would make any person vomit.”
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