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Sports, Luxury, Exotic and Classics—Foreign & Domestic

The Finest
Upholstery

for your Car

Convertible Tops—A Specialty

503/224-8657
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DENIAL OF MARRIAGE RIGHTS

Cos1s SAME-SEX CourLES HUNDREDS
OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS

OVER THEIR LIFETIME, REPORT FINDS

report released Man { ' rional G

nd ,|\.|:.:, lask Force | it Instirute i
Love Makes a | il I\ nnecrncut reveal
that same-sex Coup les face wide S| read econom

1 \!1“‘|'!I|Hl" .Il'ri Jll!-i~i1li"~ }\L HLISE |]Il"-, 1re

denied equal marriage rights

[he report takes situations commonly face
by Connecticut couples and compares the eco
nomic benefits afforded to married opposite-sex
t\lll}‘li'\ o ?]l:m‘ available to same-sex \HIJ|"|l"-.
Two same-sex couples residing in Connecticut
are profiled to show the real-life costs to them
and their children of not being able to marry.

Economic Benefits of Marriage Under Federal
and Connecticut Law is the first comprehensive
analysis of the disparities same-sex couples in
Connecticut face in federal and state income
tax, Social Security benefits, gift tax, estate tax,
worker’s compensation and line-of-duty death
benefits.—

Given the passage of the federal Defense of
Marriage Act in 1996, which allows the federal
government to withhold recognition of same
sex marriages performed in any state, in the
short run same-sex marriages in Connecticut
would not be recognized by federal bureaucra
believe DOMA
unconstitutional, and it is possible that in the
future DOMA will be struck down or repealed.

[t is also possible that a president and Con

cies. However, many to be

gress more supportive of equal rights for queers
will afford these federal protections to married
same-sex couples. While same-sex couples in
Connecticut would not be able to immediately
access those federal protections, it they are
allowed to marry they have the potential to
access these protections in the future. He WEVer,
if same-sex couples are only allowed to form
civil unions, under the current legal framework
they would not be able to access any federal ben

efits or protecttons.

Lo MRERARTERS o
On July 4, 1965, 10 people carried signs in
front of Independence Hall supporting gay
emancipation. By July 4, 1969, 150 people
participated. The annual demonstrations were
abandoned in 1970 in order to join forces for
the first anniversary of the Stonewall riots.

MARKER TO BE UNVEILED
IN PHILADELPHIA: INDEPENDENCE HALL
DESIGNATED AS SITE OF FIrS1
GAY AND LESBIAN DEMONSTRATION

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission has approved a historical marker
recognizing the area around Independence Hall
as the site of the first organized and annual gay
‘m\] |('-|‘i.||1 CIv II l'!';lllw \frmt mstration.

“We are thrilled that this important land-
mark has been approved unanimously by the
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[ O t Independs Hall
Gov. Ed Rendell i expecite | to unveil the
historical marker May 1 during the National
\\|t_|'Fi|'|-'|1 Ol l]u' "}\'!i| Anniversary of fi.‘\'

GLBT Civil Rights Movement at Independence
Hall.

neers & 40 Heroes Tribute in front of Indepen

[he 16-hour event includes a Gay Pio

\]L'HLL' Iil” .!I'hi TiIL' I.II‘l'I'l’\ H\H Lenter, l|1t'
SundayOU'T
Cyndi Lauper, the Gay Icons Pavilion at Inde

street festival, a concert with
pendence Visitors Center, an interfaith service
with Bishop Gene Robinson at the historic
Christ Church Philadelphia, conversations with
gay leaders at the National Constitution Center,
entertainers, celebrities and parties.

The national celebration is part of Equality
Forum 2005, which features more than 100 pro-
grams, including 14, parties and 40 special
events. More than 105 local and national non-
profit organizations and 29 national and inter-
national queer executive directors will be par-
ticipating. A total of 32 states and the District of
Columbia will hold state receptions April 30.

[here is no registration fee for Equality

Forum 2003, and all substantive events, includ

ing the national celebration, are free.

ALABAMA Bl Wourp FORBID
GAY ADOPTIONS

In Oregon, a measure before the Legislature
would put homosexuals at the bottom of any list
of people wanting to adopt—behind the usual
suspects: ~Tr;||::|1l TI‘l.Il'IIL'\I ¢ nlil'iw.

In Alabama, things are grimmer. The Legis-
lature there is weighing a proposal that would
make it illegal for a person who is gay to adopt a
minor at all. The recently approved Marriage
Protection Act, which acknowledges only
unions between a man and a woman, effective-
ly bars same-sex couples from adopting, and this
prope IH.II Wi IIIH \L"Il [l'll.' ll('}ll.

The proposal was put forward by state Sen.
Hank Erwin Jr., R-Montevallo.

Current adoption policies do not preclude a
gay individual from adopting a child, but
"‘l'k'lll\l’ of l]lk' NLHTI.I)_’L' ]‘Irllll'Llll‘n .‘\l|‘ gay
Ct lll[‘]k'\ darc \|l’\'!'ll{'\] il\k"iuil‘ll’.

The 2000 census
indicated Alabama
had 8,109 same-sex
partner
representing about 0.5

]'li]ll‘\('hll]\]"".

percent of all house-
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gram manager with the

state.
I |uimm. pro-

office of adoption for
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Human

Alabama state Sen.
Hank Erwin Jr.,
R-Montevallo, is
no friend of gay
adoptive parents.

Resources, said 641
children in the state
were awaiting adoption
in February—272 of
whom had no family
identified ro give them a permanent home,

according to The Montgomery Advertiser.

AMERICAN LEGACY FOUNDATION
SUPPORTS NATIONAL LGBT
HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK
WITH RESOURCES TO QUIT SMOKING

Free resources to help queers quit smoking
are available through the American Legacy
Foundation in recognition of the third annual

National LGBT Health Week,

Awareness




