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IN YOUR LIFE THAN HIV.

You Aow't give up, we Aow't give up.

The fight continues, now, more intensely than ever.

If you are at least 18 years of age, are HIV positive, and have
never taken HIV drugs you may qualify to participate in a clinical
research study. We are currently studying the safety and effective-
ness of marketed HIV drugs in investigational combinations.

All study related office visits, medical exams, and study
medications are provided at no cost to patients.

For more information please contact:

The Research and Education Group
(503) 229-8428 or (800) 875-8428

THERE ARE MORE POSITIVE THINGS
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POLICE BAND PLAYS
IN GAY PRIDE MARCH

[he state of Victoria's Police Band played
[he Village People’s “YYM.C. A" as
marched in the Gay Pride parade Jan. 30 in
Melbourne, Australia

About 15,000 people tumed out for the
march in the St. Kilda neichborhood, The Her
v walked from the Junction
Owval down Fitzroy Street to Catani Gardens
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Victoria's police band rouses crowd with The
Village People's "Y.M.C.A."

AUSsSIES HAVE UNSAFE SEX
WHEN VIRAL LOAD IS UNDETECTABLE

A third of HIV-positive gay men and their
HIV-negative boyfriends have unprotected anal
sex Il\_ut‘llll‘l' CSPed ially after the positive part-
ner’s latest blood tests have shown he has no
detectable viral load, a University of New South
Wales study has found.

”11' leI\i\' |unl\nl at 119 "\\'Ftkll*tHrtl,llll”
gay couples in Sydney, Australia. About 70 per-
cent of TIIL' %}" Lnll[‘]m \\'|lu PI’JL'IIL'{‘\] unsate sex
did so only when testing showed that HIV could
not be detected in the positive partner’s blood,
d COommon rl."‘llh of Lll\’“l‘_{ d t‘“[nl’”li“]“]] l‘t
anti-HIV medications.

Susan Kippax, director of the National
Center in HIV Social Research, told the Aus-
tralian Associated Press that “it’s certainly not
a foolproof strategy, and it’s not one that we're
advocating.”

But, she added: “It’s not a strategy that peo-
ple should go shock-horror about.... Some men
have worked out strategies for reducing, but not
eliminating, the risk.... If you give people
enough knowledge, they'll fashion strategies
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British MP Chris Nelson, no longer ashamed
of HIV after hearing from Mandela

that both reduce risk and are something they
can manage.”

EUROPE

BELARUS REPORTEDLY
BLOCKS GAY WEB SITES

[he state telecommunications company in
the former Soviet republic of Belarus reportedly
has blocked access to several Russian gay and
leshian Web sites

According to

Beltelecom

v report from Digital Media
Eur pe, lcemed the sites b

hsCent

ites are Gay.ru, Gayly.ru and QGuys.ru
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GAY BriTisi MP
REVEALS HIV StATUS

Gay British Member of Parliament Chri
Smith, 53, revealed Jan. 29 that he has been
HIV-positive for at least 17 years

Smith, who has been in Parliament since
1983, also served as Prime Minister Tony Blair's
culture secretary from 1997 to 2001.

“When [ first heard about it, I was really
worried because there was hardly any treat
ment,” Smith told The Sunday Times, adding
!ll 1l llr later was .:Hr O remainm |n'.|11}1\ f‘\ E.|L
ing a combination of anti-retroviral drugs.
“I didn’t feel the need to tell ped '}‘]l‘, except tor
a very, very few, as it was not 1n any way attect
ing my work.”

Smith said he was inspired to reveal his sta
tus by former South African President Nelson
Mandela, who announced Jan. 6 that his oldest
son had died of AIDS that moring.

“What Nelson Mandela said very much
struck a chord with me,” Smith said. “He spoke
about how nobody should be ashamed of HIV
and said that it should be regarded just like any
other illness. He was brave and right.”

Speaking to reporters Jan. 6 in Johannes-
burg, Mandela said: “Let us give publicity to
HIV/AIDS and not hide it, because the only
way to make it appear like a normal illness like
TB, like cancer, is always to come out and to
say somebody has died because of HIV. And
people will stop regarding it as something
extraordinary.”

ANTI-GAY PASTOR’S
CONVICTION OVERTURNED

A Swedish pastor sentenced to a month in
prison for a sermon in which he called homo-
sexuality “a cancerous tumor on the body of
society” saw his sentence overturned on appeal
Feb. 11. g

A district court had convicted Ake Green of
“agitation against a group” under a law that bans
threatening or expressing contempt for a group
of ped lplt‘ l\;lht'd on their race, ul]tlr, national or
ethnic origin, religion or sexual orientation.

But the Court of Appeal in Jonkoping said
Green was merely interpreting the Bible and did
not use his role as a preacher “as a cover for
attacking homosexuals.”

The head of the gay rights group National
Federation for Sexual Equality, Maria Sjodin,
called the new ruling “outrageous.”

“Agitation, regardless whether it is based on
Nazism or religious grounds, legitimizes vio-
lence,” she said. “'ﬂu'uwrdm would hardly have
been the same if Ake Green had agitated
against groups such as Jews or blacks. There
should not be any public arenas where agitation
against homosexuals is freely allowed.”

Prosecutors said they might appeal to Swe-
den’s Supreme Court.

AMERICAS

CANADA INTRODUCES
MARRIAGE BiLL

Canada’s government introduced legislation
Feb. 1 in Parliament to legalize same-sex mar-
riage nationwide.
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