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low to Blue,” a panel at the National Consti-
tution Center highlighting the role of grass
roots organizations in the queer civil rights
movement,

For more information visit
www.equalityforum.com.
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HRC CALLED “MIDDLE-CLASS
SELL-OUTS” BY QUEERFIST,
“TURNED TO SHIT” BY LARRY KRAMER

About 900 }'w.l|'|t' gathered Feb. 5 at the
Waldort-Astoria in Manhattan for the Human
Rights Campaign’s fourth annual Greater New
York Dinner.

[he $350-a-plate fund-raiser for the nation’s

gay rights organization was filled with

].Il't:l“-l

elected officials and celebrities. The well-heeled

e

guests were confr nted by protesters at the
entrance to the hotel.

More than 40 people from the group Queer-
Fist were joined by pioneering AIDS activist
Larry Kramer. QueerFist was formed shortly
after last summer’s Republican National Con
vention. The protesters complained about
HRC's decision to honor pharmaceutical giant
Ptizer, and what they perceive as HRC’s main-
streamed politics.

In a statement, QueerFist wrote: “While
many members of the queer community are con-
cerned with finding basic health care services,
the Human Rights Campaign is more con-
cerned that the members of the gay middle class
have the ‘right’ to exchange state-sanctioned
vows. Blinded by the right, the HRC has failed
o Ce un\lah‘nll\' represent the needs of the guecr
community, as made obvious by the Tri-State
Federal Club’s Corporate Equality Award, to be
presented to none other than Pfizer Pharmaceu-
ticals at their gala. In December 2004, the group
announced its willingness to support President
Bush's Social Security privatization in exchange
for benefits for same-sex couples.”

Pfizer received a 100 percent rating on the
organization's Corporate Equality Index, with its
Corporate Equality Award for “excellence in
GLBT workplace issues.” Upon receiving the
award, vice president Pat Kelly said his compa-
ny “tries to create an environment where all are
welcome. We don't do this because we want to
win awards. We do it because it is the right thing
to do.”

Kramer described HRC's decision to honor
Pfizer as “appalling.”

“The organization has turned into shit,” he
said. “It is useless for us now when we need them
so desperately.”
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BusH’s BUDGET DOES NOT
SQUARE WITH RHETORIC
As President Bush introduced his 2006 bud-

get Feb. 7, activists expressed grave concern

Members of QueerFist heckle HRC bnefactors outside the Waldorf-Astoria in New York

about the requested funding of crucial
HIV/AIDS programs. With the exception of
modest increases for the AIDS Drug Assistance
Program and the National Institutes for Health,
most other programs that affect people living
with HIV/AIDS were flat-funded or saw budget
Cuts.

“.”H\ |‘I|..1'_11'I \it't'\ not I'l'TIul !|'|l' concern
President Bush showed during his State of the
Union for HIV and AIDS care and preven
tion,” said David M. Smith, the Human Rights
Campaign’s vice president of policy. “Unfortu
nately, the president’s actions do not match his
\\l"]"i.!“ -

['he Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS
Act,

unmet health needs of people living with

Resources Emergency which addresses the

HIV/AIDS, was highlighted in Bush’s State of
the Union Address earlier this month. Yet the
budget request for the program included only a
modest $10 million increase, all of which is ear-
marked for the AIDS Drug Assistance Program.
All other programs covered by the Ryan White
CARE Act were flat-funded.

In addition, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention saw a $4 million cut to its bud-
get for HIV/AIDS prevention and surveillance.
At the same time, unproven nonscience-based
.]]\\“”l'”( - I|'I1\ I‘I'l WITAINS, \\'llll'h lll )y not Hl\'[lllil‘
education about how HIV/AIDS is transmitted,
received $38 million in additional funding.
A recent A&M

showed that teen-agers taking abstinence-only

study at Texas University
sex education programs endorsed by Bush
became increasingly sexually active, which is
the exact opposite effect that the program is
\i\*«!g’llu' to have.

“Programs which focus on abstinence as the
sole means of preventing HIV/AIDS put our
young people at tremendous risk,” said Smith.
“The president has repeatedly stated his com-
mitment to combating the spread of HIV. We
have to question that commitment when his
ideology consistently outweighs sound scientific
tacts.”

Despite Bush’s recognition that HIV/AIDS
is a growing problem in communities of color,
the Minority AIDS initiative was flat-funded.

Also, $14 million was cut from the Housing
for Persons Living with AIDS program. Having
stable living conditions increases the chances of
strict adherence to drug regimens, which is nec-
essary for fighting HIV/AIDS and prevents the
development of medication-resistant strains of
the virus.

Bush'’s budget also includes Medicaid cuts of
at least $45 billion during the next 10 years.
These cuts would greatly affect a program that is
responsible for providing health care to 55 per-
cent of all adults living with AIDS and 90 per-
cent of all children.

—SD M
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6400 SE Lake Road, Suite 140, Milwaukie, OR 9722
Phone 503. 654.1294 Fax: 503.659.1552
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INTERIOR RESTORATIONS

FULL-SERVICE AUTO UPHOLSTERY
ORIGINAL & CUSTOM INTERIORS

Fe reign & Domestir

The Finest
Upholstery
for your Car

Sports, Luxury, Exotic and Classics

Convertible Tops—A Specialty

503/224-8657

431 NW 9th Avenue *® Portland, OR 97209

Guy Recordon
Jim Enger

Open House
Saturday, March 5th

between 3 and 4:30 p.m.
Bring kids and meet

the teachers and

class guinea pigs.

Rainbow Preschool

Welcoming Every Family

We are creating a joyful early childhood program that supports children's
learning through the arts, the natural world, and community.

We are a two teacher, child-centered school for 3 - 5 year olds
in session 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday.

1244 NE 39th Ave (just south of I-84) « 503.284.1739

We cover
both sides
of the fence.

we’ll find you a
home and get
you the loan.
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Indigo
Financing Services, Inc.
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