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organization
members include
and domestic
partners of employees of the
university system. The law-
suit charged that it

L'lll[“lu WEES

was
unconstitutional to deny
SAMme-sex uu.l}"c\ access to
health insurance, disability
coverage and other benefits
available to married employ-
ees and even to committed
Opposite-sex \'ul|p|v- who
signed an affidavit of com-
mon law marriage.

“This is truly a landmark
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Franz, one of the attorneys
who argued the case. “The
court has made it clear that
same-sex couples must be respected.”

REPORT EXAMINES 2004
QUEER STATE LEGISLATION

The Human Rights Campaign Foundation
released a new report Dec. 21 examining the full

breadth of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender |

state legislation in 2004. The 13 states that
passed anti-marriage constitutional amend-
ments last year have been well-publicized, but
this new report—Equality from State to State-
points out the 15 amendments that were defeat-
ed in state legislatures in 2004.

Moreover, this report discusses the almost
200 bills that did not deal with marriage but
nonetheless affect queers and their families.

“A complete picture of the past year includes
15 anti-gay amendments defeated in the states,”
said Seth Kilbourn, HRC national field director.
“Where the legislative process provided a forum
for deliberative and thoughtful conversation, a
majority of these anti-marriage amendments
were defeated.”

Republican state Sen. David Adkins played a
key role in defeating Kansas' anti-marriage
amendment. He said at the time: “Why are we
putting a sign outside the clubhouse door that
says, ‘No homosexuals allowed?” [ just think
Kansas is better than that.” Other legislators who

spoke out against adding discrimination to their |

state constitutions are highlighted in the report.
The report also examines whether party
makeup and regional location of state legisla-
tures correlated with the number and types of
queer-related legislation considered.

From left, Montana plaintiffs Carol Snetsinger, Nancy Siegel,
Adrianne Neff and Carla Grayson

| duced in state legislatures in 2004.

| several state legislatures moved forward with

A total of 160 positive queer bills were intro-

Of these, several important bills became
law, granting hospital visitation rights in New
York and creating domestic partnership reg-
istries with a handful of rights in New Jersey
and Maine.

“Even in the midst of anti-marriage attacks,

providing basic rights for same-sex couples and
their children,” said Kilbourn.

Aside from relationship-related legislation, a
key victory in 2004 was the addition of gender
identity and expression to Connecticut’s hate
crime law. The bill was passed 33-0 in the Sen-
ate and 143-72 in the House before being signed
by the state’s Rt'pllMi(';ln ZOVernor.

“The outlook for state legislation in 2005
looks mixed,” said Kilbourn. “We will continue
to fight attacks on our families, but 2005 will see
some victories for GLBT people.”

Anti-marriage constitutional amendments
already have been pre-filed in South Carolina,
Texas and Virginia. However, the California
Legislature will consider a bill to extend mar-
riage equality to same-sex couples, and several
ul]u‘r state |t’u|.~|.‘|[l|rc's dare expec TL'L! o wurk on
securing rights and responsibilities for same-sex
couples and their children.

Additionally, a number of states will consid-
er nondiscrimination and hate crime bills that
include protections for queers. 7
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OUR VET!

% Laser SurGeERrY Now AvVAILABLE!
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Pet Clinics Portiand \ Salem \ Vancouver
WEST LINN 19343 Willamette Drive » (503) 635-3115
CLACKAMAS 16317 SE 82nd Drive » (503) 657-9225
TIGARD 13500 SW Pacific Hwy * (503) 670-9707
BEAVERTON 14292 SW Allen Blvd » (503) 641-9151
82nND AVE NE 3150 NE 82nd Ave » (503) 546-1044

Companion

M-FRI 8am ¢+ 6pm
SAT 8am Spm

West Linn Sun 11am-4pm
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For yourself and your partners!
Find out today, get tested!

Free anonymous or
confidential HIV testing

*By appointment or walk-in

*No needles with results in a week.

Mondays 3:30-7:30pm

Beavercreek Clinic
1425 S. Beavercreek Rd.
Oregon City, OR 97045

Call (503) 655-8471
for an appointment,

or (503) 742-5382

Clackamas County
Public Health

l for more information

Experience what the NY Times hails as
“On the Coast, a Cabin with a view”

Frommers on the Shamrock
“Bewitched us the first time we saw it”

Log Cabins » Beachtront « Some
Kitchenettes » Spa « Jacuzzi » Sauna

Storm Watcher’s
Special
1/2 off our Summer

Room Rates!
Rates starting at $49.50

Available Sun-Thur nights 11/1/04 - 3/17/05, no holiday
periods, reservations required, 1/2 off rates apply to Bayview

g+ Wood Fireplaces » Easy Beach
Access » Decks = Water Views

105 Hwy 101 South, Yachats Oregon

800-845-5028, 541-547-3312

and Oceanfront rooms. Log Cabins slightly higher.

ShamrockLodgettes.com

We cover
both sides
of the fence.

We’ll find you a
home and get

you the loan.
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Realtor

H03-282-4000 Fxe 112 (15-807-1799

Call now and we’ll

Indigo give you 5200 off of
Financing Services, Inc. A Yur c ’i ST« ] costs!
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