‘-;bjl.lst out - december 1

Revenge of the nerds
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but also because of his sheer guilelessness. Per- arms, Pete was in no position to protest.
haps | was nicer to him than | remember. Or
maybe he’s just nicer than | deserve.

By way of contrast, consider Popular Pete.
A star athlete, Popular Pete has thickened so

much over the years he looks like he'’s been

Other intriguing reunion moments abound-
ed, from the former pothead who admitted he

' remembered nothing of his “school daze” to the
' former cheerleader who told me how insecure

Now, there’s a saying
in ltalian: “Si non e
vero, ¢ ben-trovato,”
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as “If it ain't true, it
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banging his head on doors, he was escorted out
by the police

If my high school reunion were a scene in a
movie (and who knows, it might be someday),
for reasons of dramatic unity | would combine
the arrested athlete with Popular Pete. The
scene would undoubtedly end with the class of
'84 applauding the sight of a bully getting his
comeuppance.

But, life is more complicated than that

The fact is, one of the most gratifying
aspects of celebrating 20 years out in the world
is that all of us—geeks, freaks and Popular
Petes—have learned we can withstand life's
ups and downs. As someone who, just four
years ago, was 60 pounds overweight and work-
ihg at a job | hated so much | wanted to chew

- off my arm, | know how rapidly one’s fortunes

can change. The guy who left the reunion in
handcuffs could be endowing the school with a
new building by the next one.

After al, if things can work out for a Farty
Barty, then why not a Popular Pete?

And that, my friends, is The Gospel
According to Marc. ji
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College, is available everywhere. Write him
at marc@marcacito.com
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