Closer

Nichols miraculously
improve on Patrick Marber
bringing it to the big screen

['he longtime director
ill;’i% lately with The Birdcay
America (and please give What Planet
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partner-swapping « haracters over a four-year
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the dermatologist (Clive Owen), Anna the
photographer (Julia Roberts) and Alice the
stripper (Natalie Portman)

(Dan makes ends meet by writing about dead
people. In one of the film’s lighter moments, he
reveals that the phrase “he enjoyed his privacy”
is obit code for “raging queen.”)

Closer leaps through time, jumping ahead
months in an instant, but always giving viewers
the benefit of the doubrt that they can keep up
with the suddenly shifting scenarios
but it’s even

more effective because it's done entirely

The sex is shockingly frank

T}mnluh Lll.!itl‘,jllt.'. not nudity. (Can vou believe
the word “perineum” appears in the film that’s
sure to land Nichols his first Best Direcror
Oscar since The Graduate?)

But this is far from lewd fluff |

Hil.'“ﬂ.' CNAarac
ters |
truth vs. lies, kindness vs. cruelty, happiness vs
li&'[‘rk'.\.\ll .

The most exciting aspect of the project is
that it marks a new artistic peak for Diane
Sawyer’s hubby—more than 38 years after he

helmed Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
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In tact, the '.‘|11<'l PICS have s -rm'l}ml-' clse
in common: | hey all focus on the struggles
between two emotionally engaged men—a real
rarity at the movies
Will we look back on these post-election
films as the dawn of Htc' New Honesty in cine
ma! Perhaps. Dan sums it up best by sharing
his sudden urge to tell the truth: “I'm addicted

inimals.” A+
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Closer to fine: Jude and Julia

Huckahees

Vironmentalist |

s usurped by a corporat
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(Jude Law) representing the allegedly philan
thri pic interests of the Wal-Mart-like Huck
ibees chain. It's corporations vs. human beings
”I-.i l‘! ISITIVE VS, negative met ]"I."\‘h Ny "\}’Il\ }I
sounds like a rec Ipe tor heavy-handedness, but
writer/director David O. Russell (Flirtimg with
Disaster) has created a charming, insinuating
political/philosophical comedy that, by the end,

1 peak of poignant subtlety. A-

Lt [ 1.]t 5

Christopher McQuam

The Incredibles

Pixar takes animation to the next level of
jaw-dropping awesomeness with yet another
highly marketable movie aimed ar both kids
and their parents. The premise: Mr. Incredible
ind his family (Elastigirl, Violet Girl and Dash
Dash) are repressed superheroes, stuffing their
fantastical powers away to please the rest of the
world. Sarah Vowell pulls off a particularly
fnf IFTOUS vOrCe-over as i‘Iu' mnsecure ! 1||:;]|lr.'
with a closet of black clothes and an even

blacker mood. A-

Com Taratoot

Team America: World Police

South Park masterminds Trey Parker and
Matt Stone have outdone themselves in this
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Vera Drake
]11 \IlLt | l'l'_‘])l* ] 1rest,

Gon, 1imeida iunton play
lon, Imelda St pl

set 1n postwar Lon

y wife, mother and
housecleaner with an endless capacity for helj
ing those in need, a Fenerosity that extends t
performing then-illegal abortions for young
women too poor or frightened to go elsewhere
Not a single quietly devastating detail is spared
in depicting Vera's wrenching downtall. Leigh'’s
gracefully confident, matter-of-fact style evades
mawkishness and showcases some exceedingly
fine performances. A-
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The Yes Men

A brilliant documentary about
wctivists whose M.O. is to impersonate World

1 group of

[rade Organization representatives and other
crooked businesspeople for the purpose of
making the word a kinder, gentler place. Also
in their repertoire: switching the voice boxes
of Barbie and G.1. Joe dolls. (Imagine children
all over town getting G.1. Joes that exclaim,
“I love shopping with you!”) You'll fall off your
seat laughing. A
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3 Full-length Features Everyday in 2 Theaters
Regular Adult Films in One ALL MALE in Other
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1232 SW 12th Ave.
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We test because we matter,,
Do you know your sign? '

Free HIV Testing
Gay/Bi/ Trans Guys
Thursdays S to 6:30 PM
Drop in clinic

Two testing options: ‘ - |

Rapid (20 minute/same day results
Oral Sample (results in 2 wﬂ'\lu}

3701 East Fourth Plain
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30-day Full Money Back Guarantee
www.pawntalk.com
2122 NE Sandy Blvd
503.813.9273




