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2005. The law would provide
registered domestic partners

with basic protections and
responsibilities including com-
munal property, parenting
rights and obligations, mutual
esponsibility for debr and the
right to claim a partner’s body
fter death
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Christian legal activist group,

has announced a bid to unseat
McMaster on the grounds that

ontroversial U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft announced his resignation
from the Bush administration Nov. 9. Reports are that the White House did not
encourage him to stay. It will take effect with the confirmation of his successor.

The social conservative drew fire from the political left from the start. The
Human Rights Campaign was among those who vocally opposed his nomina-

ron

Log Cabin Republicans closely followed the confirmation process and ended up not tak-
ing a public stance on the nomination. Its executive director at the time, Rich Tafel, said:
“The key for us was what he kept saying during the hearings, ‘This will not be John Ashcroft’s
attorney generalship, this will be President Bush's attorney general’ and reflect the adminis-
The most important thing for us was that his statements were looking

tration’s position....
forward, not looking backward.”

Eight Democrats joined all of
the Republicans in the Senate in

contirming Ashcroft 58-42.
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from across a broad swath of the

political spectrum.

Ashcroft won grudging praise

for his indictment of Darrell

David Rice for the brutal murder
of two lesbian hikers in Virginia's

Shenandoah
1996,

National Park in

The victims, Julianne M.
Williams, 24, and Laura S. “Lol-
lie" Winans, 26, had met the pre-
vious year in Minneapolis and had
established
mont. They Wwere on a five-day
backpacking trip through the Vir-
ginia mountains when their naked
bodies were discovered bound and

household in Ver-
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At a dramatic news conference
April 10, 2002, Ashcroft
announced the indictment of

Rice for the murders of the two women. He invoked a federal sentencing enhancement for
victims of hate crimes that could bring the death penalty. It was the first time that provision

had been used in a queer case.

However, the indictment was withdrawn in February 2004 when some of the initial evi-

dence was found suspect.

In June 2003, senior officials at the Department of Justice told DOJ Pride, an organization
of queer employees, that they could no longer hold planned Gay Pride activities at agency
facilities. When news of the decision created a public stir, those officials backtracked, saying
that the event could be held but that the agency would not officially sponsor it and that DOJ
Pride would have to pick up any costs associated with using the room.

In March of this vear,

A 1 y
ASNCIort s taclrics

provided

Jamaican Forum for Lesbians,
All-Sexuals and Gays Logo
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. As a senator from Missouri, he had gamered a zero rating from that organization.

his ruling implies marriage by
another name. The judge ruled
Sept. 8 that there was nothing in
the language of Proposition 22
that “restrict|s] the grant of rights
and benetfits to persons who have

registered as domestic partners,
even if 'J‘lm rights close y paral-
lel the ii;
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Ashcroft shown in front of a partially nude statue ha
had covered with an $8,000 cloth

maintained a lower profile since returning.

White House counsel

Ashcroft was hospitalized for pancreatitis and had emergency
surgery to remove his gallbladder. He was away from the office for about a month and has

Alberto Gonzales has been nominated to succeed Ashcroft. He
served on Bush’s staff in Texas and on that state’s Supreme Court. He will be the first His-
panic to lead the Department of Justice and is seen as a political moderate. J™
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Portland's largest selection of international music
[also featuring American Roots, Jazz & Modern Classical]

" < open 7 days a week during December >

regular days of business luesday thru Saturday
call for bours

TIMBUKTUNES ..t vovnone

World Music ¢ new & used CDs

Portland
(503) 239-0179
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503-256-3700
1-800-283-0592

REY REECE DEALERSHIPS
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7 flags, 5 ft. wide. Each flag over 8" x 10"
1-888-388-6467 - Ashland, OR 541- 482-4462

Check out our Free eCards

" www.RainbowCelebration.com
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Peninsula Realty :

6110 N.Lombard

Portland, OR 97203

Business (503) 286-5826
Cell (503) 804-9424

*Full Service Real Estate Office
*On site Real Estate school

*Full service Property Management
*Notary Services

sFax Machine Services Se habla Espanol
*In-office closings

*Buyer and seller seminars

*On-site mortgage Broker @
PACIFIC RIM MORTGAGE
= Wherever you Bo

www.Pacificrimloans.com
richard.voss@century21.com
www.century2 l peninsula.com

each Office is Independently Owned and Operated
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