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affected. They have children who will, not who
might, suffer from the measure. That contrasts
with those people who want to save society

from itself.

MikeE HOLDEN
‘owtland

Measure 35
bad for seniors

TO THE EDITOR:
hen you live long enough to be a senior
citizen, you learn that insurance compa-
nies, health management organizations and
pharmaceutical companies are more con-
cerned about their own bottom line than the
health and safety of Oregon patients.

In Ballot Measure 35, HMOs
amend the Oregon Constitution to limit the
power of juries. In cases where health care
providers are negligent and reckless, juries
would not be able to award more than
$500,000 in non-economic damages. Unfortu-
nately, seniors are often the casualties of neg-
ligent and reckless health care. And for retired
people who are no longer wage earners, non-
economic damages are very important. Each
case should be decided on its own merits, not
with a one-size-fits-all limit.

Let me tell you about Alice Thomas. She
was a piano teacher in Portland. Her HMO
denied her surgery ordered by her doctor. Sev-
eral months later, she lost the use of her right
hand. She turned to the courts. A jury looked
at the facts of her situation and determined
the HMO was negligent by ignoring the pro
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fessional advice of her doctors. She could no
longer use her right hand, which meant she
could no longer teach piano.

For her loss, a jury awarded her a modest
sum. This was a clear case where the HMO put
profits ahead of health care. Were it not for a
strong jury system, it would have been more
difficult to hold the HMO accountable

If Amendment 35 had been in effect, it
could have been a very different story.

Right now, the Oregon civil justice system
is the ultimate decision-maker. Fair-minded
Oregonians sit on those juries—neighbors and
friends, rich and poor, seniors and nonseniors.

Unlike insurance companies, HMOs and
pharmaceutical companies, jurors have no
vested interest in the outcome of a case. This

is how the people of Oregon can hold people
accountable when Tht'\' are nc}:llut‘l‘li or reck-
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Supporters of the amendment say it would
hold down insurance costs. But when | read
the amendment, | can’t find any language that
describes how rates would go down. What's
more, in states that have passed limits, like
Texas and Florida, malpractice rates didn’t go
down. They went up at a faster rate than states
without limits.

We can work on real reforrn and call for
public hearings on how insurance companies
conduct business. Insurance companies should
open their books. Let’s have hearings on rate
increases the way the Public Utility Commis
sion reviews rate hikes for utilities

Seniors have learmed about sleight of hand
And that's what this amendment is all about

1 clever way to save money, disguised as a pul

lic good. I'm not fooled, and | hope you're not,
either.

GENIE UEBELACKER b
Oregon Alliance for Retired Americans

TO THE EDITOR:
feel compelled to write after reading Timo-
thy Krause'’s review of Kiss It! in the Oct. |
issue of Just Out. | saw the play on opening
night and went home and
e-mailed all my Portland friends urging them

immediately

O go see It.

OK, the ending was a bit long on opening
night, but this is a world premiere, and the play
is still in development. This new show by Amy
Wheeler is delightful. | found it mesmerizing.
No doubt they will continue tinkering with it,
tightening it even further, but | couldn’t take
my eyes off it. | laughed, | thought deeply, |
misted up a couple of times. There is not a
weak link in the ensemble.

And as usual with Stark Raving Theatre,
the sets, the lights, the music, everything works
together so well that you can rotally forget
about it and focus on the play at hand. Brilliant.

As a playwright, it is in my best interest to
support the only theater in town that ONLY
does new plays. | realize that. But believe me,
this play is worth your dough, your time and
whatever effort is involved in putting yourself
In that seat

SANDRA DE HELEN
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