BY ROEY THORPI

No regrets

fter months of working toward this moment, Election Day
, is here!
You may be looking at your calendar and thinking
I'm off a few weeks—or perhaps off my rocker—but it is
true. Ballots began to be mailed out across Oregon start-
ing just after midnight today, and people will start voting as early as
ltn];!\' Or tomorrow.

Ask yourself if you have done everything you can to make sure we
win the No on C« mantunun'll Amendment 36 campaign.

Will you wake up Nov. 3 with the knowledge that you were a part of
this victory—that you have been a part of this historic moment, doing
| everything you could to help the campaign? Or will you wake up Nov. 3
| and wish you'd done more?

During the past several weeks, the proponents of Constitutional
Amendment 36 have spent close to a million dollars running one mis-
leading, hurtful commercial after another—yet they have not gained
any ground. They have sent out misleading mail pieces, and still they
| have not gained any ground. They have lied to voters by saying this
amendment will not change the constitution. And still they have not

gained any ground.

But this week, we are turning the tide. Just as undecided and per-
suadable voters—the ones we need to reach most—began paying the
most attention to this race, we are reaching them with a flurry of televi-
sion commercials, radio ads, mail pieces and direct voter contacts from
volunteers across Oregon.

] On their televisions and radios, in their mailboxes, in their voters’
pamphlet and from friends and family like you, voters across Oregon are
hearing how this amendment will change our constitution to hurt gays
and lesbians. And the more they hear, the more they reject it.

The tide has turned in this race, and we are more certain than ever
that we will win.

But we still need your help. In these final few weeks before Nov. 2, we
each need to be doing everything in our power to defeat this amendment.
Make no mistake—this election will come down to very few vortes.

We need to make sure that every NO voter we know is returning his
or her ballot. We need to help walk door to door and phone voters who
still haven’t made up their minds. We need to tell everyone we know—
our families, friends, neighbors and co-workers—how this amendment
will personally affect us and ask them to please vote against placing
unequal treatment into our constitution.

The rest of this campaign will be tough. There will be more hurtful
ads from the other side as they become more fearful of losing. But we will
be tougher. They will throw everything they have at us. But we know
from experience that telling the truth about our lives, and how unequal
treatment is hurtful to our families, will move our fellow Oregonians.
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Will you wake up Nov. 3 and wish you'd done more?

There will be moments when everything seems to be going our

way—and times when we feel like everyone is against us. But we will
never lose faith. We will never stop working for victory.

We've been down this path too many times before. But I hope you'll
|‘W ht‘.ll'lk‘llt‘tl lw [hr kni :\\'IL'JL:&' IILI! even llu rlluh J“ T]lf IS¢ past ballc "
measures took so much out of our community, the truth is that they
changed our culture in Oregon to bring us to this moment. Those strug-
gles mattered, and it mattered that we won, and that happened because
so many people stood up and came out and took tremendous risks. Our
polling shows us as starting at least 20 percent ahead of every other one
of the 11 states facing an anti-marriage amendment this fall. That’s
because so many people in this state have sacrificed so much, but look
at the difference it made.

You don't get civil rights by sitting around waiting for them to fall in
your lap. You don't get them without sacrifice and risk and pain. We are
paying that price now. | know what it feels like to drive down a street
with “Yes on 36" signs on all sides, or to find out that a close friend “just
can't go there” on this issue.

But you know what! Those feelings were there all along—they aren't
being created, they're just being given the light of day. And as painful as
it is to see and experience, prejudice is like a vampire—daylight kills it
pretty fast. And without that daylight and discussion and, frankly, some
pretty offensive and hurtful things being said, we don’t have the oppor-
tunity to educate people about the truth of our lives.

This fight is worth it. And when the dust settles on Election Day, we
will have defeated this amendment.

We are at a defining moment, not only in this campaign, but in the
long-term struggle for equality for GLBT people. This is one of those
points that we will look back on and remember for the rest of our lives.

You will be an important part of this victory. Please go to
www.noon36.com today to make a contribution, sign up for a volunteer
shift and to learn how to answer difficult questions from undecided vot-
ers. We cannot defeat this amendment without the efforts of each and
every one of us.

Thank you for standing with us through thick and thin. Together,
we can and will win! §7

ROEY THORPE is the executive divector of Basic Rights Oregon.
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