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No regrets
Will you wake up Nov. 3 and wish you’d done more?
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A fter months of working toward this moment, Election Day 
is here!

You may he kx)king at your calendar and thinking 
I’m off a few weeks— or perhaps off my rocker— hut it is 
true. Ballots began to he mailed out across Oregon start­

ing just after midnight today, and people will start voting as early as 
today or tomorrow.

Ask yourself if you have done everything you can to make sure we 
win the No on Constitutional Amendment 36 campaign.

Will you wake up Nov. 3 with the knowledge that you were a part of 
this victory— that you have been a part of this historic moment, doing 
everything you could to help the campaign? Or will you wake up Nov. 3 
and wish you’d done more?

During the past several weeks, the proponents of Constitutional 
Amendment 36 have spent close to a million dollars running one mis­
leading, hurtful commercial after another— yet they have not gained 
any ground. They have sent out misleading mail pieces, and still they 
have not gained any ground. They have lied to voters by saying this 
amendment will not change the constitution. And still they have not 
gained any ground.

But this week, we are turning the tide. Just as undecided and per­
suadable voters— the ones we need to reach most— began paying the 
most attention to this race, we are reaching them with a flurry of televi­
sion commercials, radio ads, mail pieces and direct voter contacts from 
volunteers across Oregon.

On their televisions and radios, in their mailboxes, in their voters’ 
pamphlet and from friends and family like you, voters across Oregon are 
hearing how this amendment will change our constitution to hurt gays 
and lesbians. And the more they hear, the more they reject it.

The tide has turned in this race, and we are more certain than ever 
that we will win.

But we still need your help. In these final few weeks before Nov. 2, we 
each need to he doing everything in our power to defeat this amendment. 
Make no mistake— this election will come down to very few votes.

We need to make sure that every N O  voter we know is returning his 
or her ballot. We need to help walk door to door and phone voters who 
still haven’t made up their minds. We need to tell everyone we know—  
our families, friends, neighbors and co-workers— how this amendment 
will personally affect us and ask them to please vote against placing 
unequal treatment into our constitution.

The rest of this campaign will be tough. There will he more hurtful 
ads from the other side as they become more fearful of losing. But we will 
he tougher. They will throw everything they have at us. But we know 
from experience that telling the truth about our lives, and how unequal 
treatment is hurtful to our families, will move our fellow Oregonians.

There will he moments when everything seems to he going our 
way— and times when we feel like everyone is against us. But we will 
never lose faith. We will never stop working for victory.

We’ve been down this path too many times before. But I hope you’ll 
he heartened by the knowledge that even though all those past ballot 
measures took so much out of our community, the truth is that they 
changed our culture in Oregon to bring us to this moment. Those strug­
gles mattered, and it mattered that we won, and that happened because 
so many people stood up and came out and took tremendous risks. Our 
polling shows us as starting at least 20 percent ahead of every other one 
of the 11 states facing an anti-marriage amendment this fall. That’s 
because so many people in this state have sacrificed so much, hut look 
at the difference it made.

You don’t get civil rights by sitting around waiting for them to fall in 
your lap. You don’t get them without sacrifice and risk and pain. We are 
paying that price now. 1 know what it feels like to drive down a street 
with “Yes on 36” signs on all sides, or to find out that a close friend “just 
can’t go there” on this issue.

But you know what? Those feelings were there all along— they aren’t 
being created, they’re just being given the light of day. And as painful as 
it is to see and experience, prejudice is like a vampire— daylight kills it 
pretty fast. And without that daylight and discussion and, frankly, some 
pretty offensive and hurtful things being said, we don’t have the oppor­
tunity to educate people about the truth of our lives.

This fight is worth it. And when the dust settles on Election Day, we 
will have defeated this amendment.

We are at a defining moment, not only in this campaign, but in the 
long-term struggle for equality for G LBT people. This is one of those 
points that we will kx)k hack on and remember for the rest of our lives.

You will he an important part of this victory. Please go to 
www.noon36.com today to make a contribution, sign up for a volunteer 
shift and to learn how to answer difficult questions from undecided vot­
ers. We cannot defeat this amendment without the efforts of each and 
every one of us.

Thank you for standing with us through thick and thin. Together, 
we can and will win! jm

ROEY THORPE is the executive director o f Basic Rights Oregon.

On the c o v e r: Clockwise from top right: Portland City Council hopeful 
Sam Adams on the campaign trail; Howard Dean (left) stumps for m a y- 
oral candidate Tom Potter; the No on Ginstitutional Amendment 36 
campaign’s African American Action Team visits a local barbershop 
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REFLECTIONS 2 0  years ago in
•  The A m erican vo te r is facing an extrem ely 
d ifficu lt challenge in the  e lections o f 1984.
D oes one ca s t a ba llo t in favo r o f co n ­
science o r greed? If you are a m em ber o f a 
m inority, if  you  are black, gay o r lesbian,
O rien ta l o r anything o the r than a W ASP, you 
are in fo r troub le . A  vo te  fo r Reagan is an 
ac t o f treason.

•  A  to ta l o f 13 candidates have file d  so fa r fo r 
the  P ortland C ity  C ouncil seat to  be vacated 
by C harles Jordan. O ne candidate em erges 
above the  re s t as the c lear choice fo r the posi­
tion . S chool board member, com m unity a c tiv is t 
and educa to r Herb C aw thom e is the  m ost p ro ­
g ressive  candidate in the  race. He fu lly  supports 
the  nghts o f gays and lesbians to  have p ro tec 
tio n  against d iscnm ination in housing, em ploy­
m ent and public accom m odations

•  The d ire c to r o f the U .S . Public Health S ervice  
said la s t w eek tha t a b lood te s t w ould soon be 
available to  determ ine w hether a person had been 
exposed to  A ID S  bu t tha t p o s itive  te s t re s u lt^ “ w ill 
n o t necessarily mean you have" the disease
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•  Phoenix R ising recen tly announced the  appo in tm ent o f P atricia  
J. C hance and R obert W em reich as co -d irec to rs  o f its  counse l­
ing service .

•  S ta te  Rep. Vera Katz. D -P ortland. w ill be ho ld ing  tw o  tow n 
ha ll/com m unity m eetings dunng the  m onth o f O ctober. S ince 
1973, when she w as firs t e lected  to  the  H ouse o f R epresenta­
tives , she has sponsored and w orked  fo r leg is la tion  to  p roh ib it 
d iscrim ination  on the basts o f "sexua l o rie n ta tion  in housing, 
em ploym ent, c re d it and public services. "

•  The P ortland C ity  C ouncil w ill have hearings O ct. 3 on 
m aking P ortland a N uclear Free Zone.

•  The Lesbian Forum m eets O ct. 16 to  d iscuss “ Lesbian 
P rosperity ” W here 's the m oney in P ortland’s lesbian 
com m unity?

•  Jam m in’ a t the  G ender G ap— a fes tiva l o f w om en‘s m usic 
featu ring  Loose W im m in ', W e Three, Jo y fu l Sound. Ban­
shee. Jane Howard, M o the riode  and Jazz C on tnbu tion—  
w ill be held O ct. 21 a t S ta rry  N ight. H osts fo r the  evening 
include Ruth M cFariand, M argare t S trachan, M arg ie  Hen- 
dnckson, Rebecca W ebb. Barbara R oberts and M argie  
Boulé. T ickets are s lid ing  scale, $5 -$10 .
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t it published on the fine and third Fri­
day o f  each month. Copyright €> 2004 by Just ( hit. No pan 
o f Just (h a  may be reproduced without written permission from 
the publisher.

The submission of written and graphic materi­
al* i* welcomed. Written material should he typed .ind dou­
ble-spaced. Just Out reserves the right to edit lor grammar, punc­
tuation, style, liability concerns and length. We will reject or edit 
articles or advertisements that are offensive, demeaning or may 
result in legal action.

Letter* to the editor shoukl he limited to SCO words. An 
nouncements regarding life transitions (births, deaths, unions, 
etc.) should he limited to 200 words; photos are welcome. Dead­
line for *uhmi**ion* to the editorial department anil tor the 
Calendar is the Thursday 15 days before the next publication 
ilate. Views expressed in letters to the editor, columns ami features 
are not necessarily those of the publisher.

The display advertising deadline is the Monday 12
days before the next publication date.

id * must he received at the Just ( hit, itficc bv 5 p.m 
on the Sunday five days before the next publication ilate, aking with 
payment. Ads may he placed via the Internet with Visa or 
Master! laid payment, by mail with a check, or in person at i s *  irffice 

policy: Just ( hit reserves the right to reject or edit any 
advertisement. Compensation for errors in, or cancellation of, 
advertising will he made with credit toward future advertising. 
Advertising rates are available upon request.

«policy: Just Out is available free of charge, one 
copy per person Just Out is delivered only to authonzed distribu­
tors No person may, without prior written permission from Just 
Out, rake more than one copy. Any person who takes more than 
one copy may he held liable for theft, including hut not limited to 
civil damages and/or criminal prosecution

M l*  are $22.50 for 12 issues. First Class (in an 
envelope) is $40 for 12 issues

Contact Just Out at P.O. Box 14400, Portland, OR 
97293-0400; 503-2)6-1252, advertising 503-236-1253, fax 
503-236-1257; e-mail justoutfijus,‘’ut com. Visit out Internet site 
at www.|iBtout.com.
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