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If you missed this sci-fi masterpiece during
its horribly marketed 2001 release, there is a
prime opportunity to do penance for your
sins through Sept. 23 at Hollywood Theatre.
Yummy Jake Gyllenhaal plays the title char-
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acter, a 1988 high school
student who is convinced
that the world is going to
end. Genius writer/director
Richard Kelly is like a cross
between John Hughes and
David Lynch.

Jim Radosta

o &K d > HERO

In ancient China, a
mysterious assassin arrives
at an emperor’s palace. His _
intentions—to aid the ruler...or to destroy
him?—are revealed through subjective,
Rashomon-like flashbacks. Director Yimou
Zhang (Raise the Red Lantem), evidently an
obsessive cinematic perfectionist, has made a
film that approaches greatness. An inim-
llill‘ll_’ \'Il*r;ll‘it_\' cmanates i.rt m every |l|'-i'
Hero 1s a must-see.

Christopher McQuain

cious, colorful frame.

(> MEAN CREEK

W’rllcr;’dlru‘[ur _]iiL'l!h Estes mn]\c.\ a
promising feature debut with this intense
morality tale about a group of kids who play a
prank on a schoolyard bully with tragic
results. Unfortunately, the film’s strong acting
and beautiful shots of Oregon get overshad-
owed by a second half that lacks drive and an
ending that leaves too much hanging.

— j R
RG> MR. 3000

The target audience for this Bernie Mac
vehicle will come for a fun all-American
baseball story and for the star, and they
won't be disappointed. For the rest of us,
there’s some good acting by Mac as an aging
player making an unlikely comeback and by
co-star Angela Bassett, as well as more than
a few funny moments, but not enough to
save it from the overall lack of substance.
Ultimately forgettable and a little tiresome.

-Michael Burdick

> RESIDENT EVIL: APOCALYPSE

Zombie movies this year apparently come
in two flavors: extremely good (Shaun of the
Dead) and extremely bad (Resident Ewil:
Apocalypse). The funny trailer, which sug-
gests that makeup reanimates the dead, has
zero to do with this dull, tedious waste of

time that practically eats your brain as you
watch. A multicultural cast led by a tough

Don't be left in the Darko—see the director's cut of your fave

turn-of-the-century cult classic soon

woman fights evil beasts; where haven't we
seen that plot before!?
—Andy Mangels

KD & € K> SHAUN OF THE DEAD

Why are British zombie movies so darm
good? Shaun tries to keep his relationship
together with his girlfriend, his slobby flatmate
and his clueless mother, even as England dis-
solves around him into a land of walking
undead. Sounds silly, but this movie, which
opens Sept. 24, is probably the funniest and
most heartfelt of the year. See it before it
becomes the cult classic it's destined to be.

—AM

(3o 4y SKY CAPTAIN AND THE WORLD
OF TOMORROW

It's 1939, and gutsy woman reporter Polly
Perkins (Gwyneth Paltrow) and her sometime para- ‘
mour, dashing fighter-plane pilot Sky Captain (Jude
Law), must save the world from a mad scientist’s
apocalyptic scheme. Sky Captam has its moments— | |
the romance is of the sappy, unsentimental, :
screwball-comedy variety, and first-time director
Kerry Conran uses cutting-edge technology to
create some memorably luscious visuals—but it
finally succumbs to dull action-movie clichés. |

—CM
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This film—the opening of which has been
continually pushed back, this time to Sept. 24—
imagines the ghost of Cary Grant (Kyle MaclLach-
lan) dubiously advising a young Londoner (Jimi
Mistry) who's tom about whether to come out to
his Muslim mother (Suleka Mathew) and
extended family. Writer/director lan Igbal
Rashid's attempt to join physical comedy
and multicultural tension concerning
homosexuality doesn't always gel,
but it's smart, interesting and
well-played enough to over-
come its flaws.

1

—CM
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Two weeks hefore the election, ioin suesisirom BR0
and other community leaders for g mgm of music and cg|e|"a[|n||

Saturday,
Oct. 16

Songs of Hore,
Protest and
Inspiration

Special tribute;
"The Weddings,"
a Slide Show _
Hollywood Theater

N.E. 41st. Sandy
Portland

atit's My Pleasure: (503) 280-8080 NE 64th/Sandy
515 advance TicketsWest: (563) 224-8499 or www.Tickstswest com

$18/door

7:30 p.m.

The Pacific Northwest
Gay Rodeo Association

Presents

The Chicken Ranch

Rodeo Playday & Gymkhana
October 8-10, 2004 ¢ Lazy 54 Ranch e Albany, Oregon

Grab your boots, hat, and camping gear !
Weekend & Daily Packages Available—Pre-register by October 1st for discounts
Activities, Events, and Training

Line Dance Lessons
Barn Dances Fri & Sat

Rodeo Event Training
Camping on-site

Mechanical Bull Riding
Roping & Horse Events

Bike Races & Hayrides Entertainment Fireside Cookouts
Contestant Seminar RV’'s Welcome Awards Ceremony
Martha Washington Race Bonfire Scavenger Hunt
We're bringing Gay Rodeo back to the Northwest™
Host Hotel—Super 8 Corvalis, Oregon - For More Info (208) 467-2033
$47 90 Mention PNWGRA 541-758-8088 ChickenRanchPlayD ay@PacificNWGRA org
www pacificNWGRA org
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Offical Awtine of IGRA

Kl s s lt by lesbian playwright Amy Wheeler
@  directed and scored by gay producer Matthew B. Zrebski
' Stark Raving
Theatre is proud
to support
Basic Rights
Oregon with two
benefit perfor-
mances of this
new outrageous
Queer political
comedy. Come
fight back
against legalized
bigotry by laugh-
ing your ass off
at the MOST
| provocative and
k important new
comedy we've
ever produced.
Gay marriage,
mefro-sexvals,
pangendered
street kids,
romance, song,
dance and razor
sharp wit. Don’t
miss it}

performances to benefit

FIGHT BACK:?

Sept. 24th @ 8pm
$50 admission. Reserve at 503-232-7072

proudly sponscred by

just T
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