
What's popped 
and what's flopped, 

in a theater near you.

D o n n ie  D a r k o :
T h e D ir e c t o r ’s C u t

If you missed this sci-fi masterpiece during 
its horribly marketed 2001 release, there is a 
prime opportunity to do penance for your 
sins through Sept. 23 at Hollywood Theatre. 
Yummy Jake Gyllenhaal plays the title char­
acter, a 1988 high school 
student who is convinced 
that the world is going to 
end. Genius writer/director 
Richard Kelly is like a cross 
between John Hughes and 
David Lynch.

—Jim  Radosta

< ^ < g> £S> < g i> HERO

In ancient C hina, a 
mysterious assassin arrives 
at an emperors palace. His 
intentions— to aid the ruler...or to destroy 
him?— are revealed through subjective, 
Rashomon-like flashbacks. Director Yimou 
Zhang (Raise the Red Laruem ), evidently an 
obsessive cinem atic perfectionist, has made a 
film that approaches greatness. An inim­
itable vibrancy emanates from every lus­
cious, colorful frame. Hero is a must-see.

— Christopher McQuain

<%><£> M ea n  C reek

Writer/director Jacob Estes makes a 
promising feature debut with this intense 
morality tale about a group of kids who play a 
prank on a schoolyard bully with tragic 
results. Unfortunately, the film s strong acting 
and beautiful shots of Oregon get overshad­
owed by a second half that lacks drive and an 
ending that leaves too much hanging.

- J R

<$><£» M r . 3 0 0 0

T he target audience for this Bem ie Mac 
vehicle will come for a fun all-American 
baseball story and for the star, and they 
won’t be disappointed. For the rest o f us, 
there’s some good acting by Mac as an aging 
player making an unlikely comeback and by 
co-star Angela Bassett, as well as more than 
a few funny moments, hut not enough to 
save it from the overall lack o f substance. 
Ultimately forgettable and a little tiresome.

— M ichael Burdick

R esid en t  E v il : A pocalypse

Zombie movies this year apparently come 
in two flavors: extremely gixxJ (S/uxun o f the 
Dead) and extremely had (Resident Evil: 
Apocalypse). T he funny trailer, which sug­
gests that makeup reanimates the dead, has 
zero to do with this dull, tedious waste of 
time that practically eats your brain as you 

:h. A multicultural cast led by a tough

dud, bottom of the bag 

(£2t> only if you’re really hungry 

<Qb <3> <?£> good effort, pass the salt 

mmmm, tasty!
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woman fights evil beasts; where haven’t we 
seen that plot before?

— Andy Mangels 

Shaun  o f  t h e  D ead

W hy are British zombie movies so dam 
gixxl? Shaun tries to keep his relationship 
together with his girlfriend, his slobby flatmate 
and his clueless mother, even as England dis­
solves around him into a land of walking 
undead. Sounds silly, but this movie, which 
opens Sept. 24, is probably the funniest and 
most heartfelt of the year. See it before it 
becomes the cult classic it’s destined to he.

— AM

<c£> Sky C a pta in  an d  t h e  W orld  
o f T om orrow

It’s 1939, and gutsy woman reporter Polly 
Perkins (Gwyneth Paltrow) and her sometime para­
mour, dashing fighter-plane pilot Sky Captain (Jude 
Law), must save the world from a mad scientist’s 
apocalyptic scheme. Sky Captam has its moments—  
the romance is of the spappy, unsentimental, 
screwball-comedy vanety, and first-time director 
Kerry Conran uses cutting-edge technology to 
create some memorably luscioug visuals— but it 
finally succumbs to dull action-movie clichés.

— CM

<£><&> T o u c h  o f P ink

This film— the opening of which has been 
continually pushed back, this time to Sept. 24—  
imagines the ghost of Cary Grant (Kyle MacLach- 
lan) dubiously advising a young Londoner (Jimi 
Mistry) who’s tom about whether to come exit to 
his Muslim mother (Suleka Mathew) and 
extended family. Wnter/director Ian Iqbal 
Rashid’s attempt to join physical comedy 
and multicultural tension concerning 
homosexuality doesn’t always gel, 
but it’s smart, interesting and 
well-played enough to over­
come its flaws.

— CM

17.2004
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$18/door Info at www.motherlodemusic.com

Sones of Hope. 
Protest and 
Inspiration

Special tribute: 
"The Weddings." 
a Slide Show .

Hollywood Theater 
. N.E. «1st Sandy 

Portland 
7:30 p.m.

The Pacific Northw est 
Gay Rodeo Association

Presents

The Chicken Ranch 
Rodeo Playday & Gymkhana

October 8-10, 2004 • Lazy 54 Ranch • Albany, Oregon 
G rab  your boots, hat, and cam ping  ge a r  I

W eekend  & D a ily  P ack age s  A v a ila b le — P re -reg iste r by O ctober 1st fo r d isco u n ts

Activities, Events, and Training
Line D an ce  L e sso n s  
Barn D an ce s  Fri & S a t  
Enterta inm ent  
R V 's  W e lcom e  
Bonfire

We're bringing Gay Rodeo back to the Northwest’“
For More Info (208) 467-2033

ChtckenRanchPlayOay@PaafcNWGRA org 
www pacificNWGRA org

m a u r o
I II Ragione tetra oí it» PNifGRA

M echan ica l Bull R id in g  
R op in g  & H orse  E ve n ts  
Bike R aces & H ayrid e s  
C on te stan t S e m in a r  
M artha W a sh in g to n  Race

Host Hotel— Super 8 Corvallis, Oregon 
$47 90 Mention PNWGRA 541-758-8088

AmericanAirfines •

R odeo  Even t T ra in in g  
C a m p in g  o n -s ite  
Fireside  C o o k o u ts  
A w a rd s  C e re m o n y  
S c a v e n g e r  H unt
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Offert Airine oí ORA Mi AW* E

Kiss It! by lesbian playwright Amy Wheeler 
directed and scored by gay producer Matthew B. Zrebski

F I GHT B A C K !
Sept. 24th @  8pm
$50 admission. Reserve at 503-232-7072

Slark Raving 
Theatre is proud 

to support 
Bask Rights 

Oregon with two 
benefit perfor­
mances of this 

new outrageous 
Queer political 
comedy. Come 

fight bock 
against legafized 
bigotry by laugh­
ing your ass off 

at the MOST 
provocative and 
important new 
comedy we've 
ever produced. 
Gay marriage, 
metro-sexuols, 
pangender ed 
street kids, 

romance, song, 
dance and razor 
sharp wit. Don't 

miss it!!

erformances to benefit
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