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The middie of the bus
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with the once llr\i’r.ll media s exclusive coverage

of the right wing’s religious perspective, we have
been lett alone in the \HIIL:L'iL' for total '.'l{ll.lll'-\
his battle 1s now entirely up to us
Gay Democrats have accepted the agenda
compromise of cwvil unions. This compromise
would’'ve been comparable to African Ameri
ins back in the "50s accepting being allowed
to sit in the middle of the bus but not in the
I'his middle ground option reflects both
hvpocrisy of the majority that otters the
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We need evervbody's involvement in order
to attract moderate votes to achieve the high
er '_'uuni Of unseanng President |'mxh, and for
this goal the more progressive platforms need
to be toned down. This 1s a necessary commit
ment. However o be made clear to the
Democranic Parny ' COMPromise
LEMPOrAry agreeme v capitulation
principle
We have to firmly declare that the “sepa
rate but equal” compromise principle is as
unacceptable now as it was 50 years ago. That
wWe are nol |\Lm'_j for tolerance but \i:‘rl|.|11..i|t1-_;
equality. That untl we are granted all nghts
and protected trom all torms of discrimina
tion, our Constitution’s letter and spirit will
continue to be violated by the civil and polit
SOCIET I [hat our claims are civil, and
that Filt". GO NOL reqguire @ re ilL'I\'li- ireument
in order to validate them. Thart in a democra

CV, 4 majorny does not nave th rient

impose its values—regardless of its tradition
on a minority without creating oppression
That in a rn‘;'\u*‘]lu, “we the I‘L'H]‘lk'n are the
source of the legal system, and that “we” are
part of the “we the people.”

Marriage, the basic cell of the society,
belongs to all society’s members. Extending it to
il citizens does not constitute an atrack on ir. If
the religious roots of the civil union also called
marriage stands in the way of full equality, a
compromise could be reached by reserving the
name “marriage” for religious rituals only and
‘civil union” tor civil rituals only

Names are ultimately irrelevant and arbi
trary. Reality is what martters, and the reality

us must be identical to the one
citizens. Call it marria
LIC partnership or  gavrria
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Why not amend
the Constitution?

all hencetorth be considere
s Institution between one mat
1NJd ONe womaHAan, with no rw,".i: renes Or remeadic
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A little radical, admittedly. But why wouldn't

it work? It's got the same basic concept built int

it as the Federal Marriage Amendment, whicl

requires marriage to }‘(' torever lll'l“]i'\] "i‘\"\\ (|
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of who believe in the separation of

tate: It requires that we remove

cal nights, responsibilities and protection

conveyved through “marmiage” as it i1s today
idministered

Would it pass! Highly unlikely. But it would

do something those of us who've been quietly

l-_i\-'\ iing a new approac h feel 1s essential. |t
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pushing this 1ssue ro admit their true rational

It would force them to openly state that what

thev really intended was to deny more than

[.020 rights and responsibilities to the minority

in the name of then religion Ihev would have
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Molalla residents Deborah Ann Whalen
(left) and Debbie Spickerman were married
March 12 at Holocene.

Whalen, who hails from Long Island,
N.Y., works for Safeway in the deli depart-
ment. Spickerman, who was born and raised
in Portland, works as a low-voltage techni-
cian and is a member of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 48.

The couple, who met online, have been
together since June 2001. They made a
commitment to each other in October of
that year.

“We never would have found each other
without the Net,” the couple told Just Out.
“No two people were more intended for
each other.”
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It's My Pleasure owner Holly Mulca-
hey (right) and the Rev. Ann Duffy mar-
ried in a simple ceremony March 8 at the
home of their pastor, the Rev. Lynne
Smouse Lopez of Ainsworth United
Church of Christ, after 13 years. The
couple met the second week Duffy was
living in Oregon and serving United
Church of Christ in Gresham.

Did you know Just Out
publishes free wedding
announcements’
Submit your story and photo
at www.justout.com!
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