SPIRITUALITY

Metro: Spirituality

Ainsworth United Church of Christ is a mult
racial, multicultural, open and affirming church. Sunday
worship is at 10 am; church school for children runs
concurrently. (2941 NE Ainsworth St 503-284-8767
aucc@teleport com.) (7/04)

Anawim Community of gay men meets weekly for
Christian meditation and prayer. (7:30 pm Thursday
503-281-0722.)(1/05)

Bridgeport United Church of Christ s 2 commu
nity of progressive, political people exploring and cele
brating the Chnistian faith. We are sexual minority and
straight, multicultural and multiracial, and our children
are valued members. (10:30 am Sunday. 621 NE 76th
Ave. 503-258-0992. www.bridgeportucc.org.) (7/04)

City Church, Portland's “oldest gay-affirming
Christian church,” offers a spirit-driven church for
today's diverse generations. (10 am Sunday commu-
nion and worship service, 6:30 pm Sunday worship
service. 3830 SE 62nd Ave. 503-775-5024.) (7/04)

Congregation P*nai Or (Faces of Light) is a vibrant
egalitanan, Jewish Renewal congregation in Portland
Meets several times a month at Portland State University
Campus Ministries. (PO Box 42187, Portland, OR
97242.0187 503-248-4500. www.pnaiorpdx.org.) (7/085)

Eastrose Fellowship Unitarian Universalist »
welcoming congregation, offers Sunday service and
children's religious education. (10:30 am. 1133 NE
181st Ave., Gresham. 503-665-2628
office@eastrose.org. www.eastrose org.) (7/05)

Eckankar—Religion of the Light and Sound of
God holds worship services and maintains a library of
materials. Leam how the Dvine Spirit works throughout
your own life in today’s world. (10 am Sunday. 7904 SE
Milwaukie Ave. 503-233-1595. www.eckankar org.) (1/05)

The Enneagram Community of Portland offers
mentoring, therapy, spiritual direction, classes, work
shops and retreats. (enneagrampdx@aol.com
www.enneagramportiand com.) (7/05)

Faith United Methodist Church is a welcoming com
munity of Christians in Troutdale that values and encour
ages all people in finding a place of belonging in the family
of God. Sunday worship at 10:15 am; Adult Education at

9 am; children and youth at 10:30 am. Wednesday Prayers
6-6:30 pm. (27400 SE Stark St. 503-661-4520.)(7/05)

First Unitarian Church of Portland is an open and
affirming liberal religious community offering a wide range of
programs to nurture spiritual growth, community and social
justice. Sunday service 9 and 11 am. (1011 SW 12th Ave
503-228-6389. www.firstunitarianportland org.) (7/05)

Gay and Lesbian Outreach (GALO) of St Philip
Neri Catholic Church celebrates an affirming Mass fol
lowed by a social. (7:30 pm Friday. Paulist Center,
2408 SE 16th Ave. 503-231-4955.)(1/05)

Gay Men's Labyrinth Project meets quantery for
a walking meditation and wisdom circle on the labyrinth
(www.gaylabyrinth.com.) (7/04)

Integrity is a group of sexual minority Episcopalians
and friends. Various locations throughout Oregon
(Bruce 503-286-9111. brucepdxor@attbi.com
www.integrityusa.org.) (1/04)

Interfaith Spiritual Center houses spintual direc
tors from various world religious traditions, who are
available for guidance, classes and retreats. (Second
Floor, 3910 SE 11th Ave. 503-233-2026, ext. 3
www_interfaithspinitualcenter.com.) (7/05)

Keshet Portland is a potluck group for Jewish mem
bers of the sexual minorities community and their part
ners, spouses and supporters. Its purpose is to help
build bridges with the larger Jewish community
Monthly social, religious and cultural events. (David or
Laney 503-226-7079. ext. 14.)(7/04)
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Koinonia Catholic Community s a progressive
small faith community that gathers weekly to celebrate
Eucharist at Bridgeport United Church of Christ. A wel
coming congregation, Catholic in tradition and Ecumenical
in membership. (6 pm Sunday. 621 NE 76th Ave
503-699-0473. www.koinoniacommunity org.) (7/04)

Longview United Methodist Church is welcom
ing and reconciling. (10 am Sunday. 2851 30th Ave
360-425-4927 ) (1/04)

Metanoia Peace Community United Methodist
Church is a “house church” that brings gay and straight
together Daily moming prayer and Sunday evening worship
(503-281-3697 www.tearsoup.com/metanoia.) (7/05)

Metropolitan Community Church of Portland
hoids ecumenical .‘_:)'L;r1n1ay mMOMming worship services at
9and 11 am. S juring
the 11 am service. (2400 NE Broadway. 503-281-8868
info@mccportland com. www.mecportiand com.) (7/04)

Nichiren Buddhist Temple of Portland offers
several weekly gathenings. Everyone welcome! (10 am
Sunday, 7:30 am Tuesday and Thursday. 7:30 pm
Wednesday meditation. 2025 SE Yamhill St
503-232-8064. www.nichiren-shu.org/portland
Peace Church of the Brethren is 3 welcon

ongregation. (11 am Sunday. 12727 SE Market St

503-254-6380.) (1/04)
Portland Center for Spiritual Growth 5 4 conter

tor worship growth and leadership that adheres to an all

day school for children is hel

inclusive spiritual philosophy similar to 12-step, Unity and
H*:h[.ih'.'au:-- Science |r'!'l..~rum{3!|; wedding ceremonies ava
able. (503-777-0727 www portlandcenter.org.) (7/05)

Portland Radical Faeries meet twice a month witt
potlucks and circles at the full moon and the new
moon. Open to all men seeking altemative spintual
growth and community. Coffee hours start 9.30 am
Saturdays at 3 Friends Coffeehouse, 201 SE 12th Ave
(503-235-0826. otter@pcez.com.) (1/05)

Seventh-Day Adventist Kinship s a support organ
zation for queer people, their families and friends. (PO Box
7320, Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-7320. 866-732-5677
office@sdakinship.org. www.sdakinship.org ) (7/04)

SisterSpirit offers women's spinituality celebrations
discussion groups, a drumming circle, workshops and
classes. Schedule of events available. All women are
welcome. (Suite 102, 3430 SE Belmont St. Mailing
address: PO Box 9246, Portland, OR 97207
503-736-3297. sistersp@teleport.com.) (1/04)

Southminster Presbyterian Church is an active
member of the Community of Welcoming
Congregations. Sunday school and nursery care
Classes, community service activities and events for all
ages and interests. (9-9:30 am Sunday chapel service,
10 am Sunday community worship service. 12250 SW
Denney Road, Beaverton. 503-644-2073
staff@southmin.com. www.southmin.com.) (7/04)

St. Andrew Catholic Church invites all 1o join a
diverse faith community for prayer and fellowship. (9:30 am
Sunday. 806 NE Alberta St. 503-281-4429)(1/04)

St. James Lutheran Church, a Reconciled in
Christ congregation, welcomes all people for traditional
liturgical worship where we experience God's reconcil-
ing love that sets all people free. (9 and 11 am Sunday
1315 SW Park Ave. 503-227-2439
www.stjameslutheranportland org.) (1/05)

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church has been welcom
ing all people since 1863. (12:10 pm Wednesday and
7:45 and 10 am Sunday. Sunday school and child care at
10 am. 1432 SW 13th Ave. 503-223-6424.) (7/05)

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 2 welcoming and
affirming congregation, invites all to worship services
and ongoing programs in spirtual development, com
munity outreach, music and arts education. (8 am
Sunday Rite | chapel service. 10 am Sunday Rite Il
cathedral service. 147 NW 19th Ave. 503-222.9811
www. Innity-episcopal.org ) (7/05)

503-236-1257

Trinity United Methodist Church is for all people
who seek the grace of God and desire to work for
peace and justice. Child care available. (10:30 am
Sunday. 3915 SE Steele St. 503-777-3901.)(1/04)

University Park United Methodist Church
believes in giving to the community, caring for one
another and ”l‘-!L!rll__; a difference one person at a time
Come celebrate God's diversity with us! (10 am
Sunday. 4775 N Lombard St. The Rev. Jeannie

Knepper 503-289-7843.) (1/04)
Waverly Heights United Church of Christ s

open and .|.‘."'.rr~.|-r.j with worship, children s school and
child ¢ are. ( ‘O- am summer 11 am sche W year
3300 SE Woodward St. 503-238-1337

pastor@wavertyucc.org. www.waverfyucc.org.) (7/05)

Wy'east Unitarian Universalist Congregation
is an open and hberal religious community offering
intergenerational services and religious education for
youth and adults. We welcome gay, lesbian, bi and
trans members and nurture spiritual growth living by
Unitarian Universalist princ 4 pm Sunday

3915 SE Steele St. 503-777-3704.

www. wyeast pnwd.uua. org ) (7/05)

Zion United Church of Christ an ope

3 open 10 gay
and nheterosexual peopie wno wist

affirming congregatior

Christ-centered, warm, caring, n
tarth community. (11 am Sun

2025 NE 23rd Ave.. Gresham

Central Oregon: Spirituality
United Church of Christ Congregational is an oper

and affirming congregation in The Dalles. (9:20 am adult
Sunday school, 10-30 am worship (9:30 am summer]
111 E Fifth St. 541-296-2909. ucccongi@netenct net
www. forministry. com/usoricofeucoce. ) (1/05)

Washington: Spirituality

Abundant Life Center is A Community for Spirttual
Living, transforming lives with love. (10 am Sunday.

10006 NE Ninth Ave., Vancouver. The Rev. Kathleen Venigin
360-573-2626. www.abundant-life-center.org.) (7/05)

East Vancouver United Methodist Church s
reconciling and welcoming. (10 am Sunday
5701 MacArthur Bivd. 360-693-4761.) (7/04)

First Congregational Church, United Church of
Christ, holds services in an open and affirming congre-
gation. (10 am Sunday worship, 11:15 am adult educa
tion. 1220 NE 68th St., Vancouver. 360-693-1476
vanucc@aol com.) (7/04)

Metropolitan Community Church of the
Gentle Shepherd in Vancouver welcomes you
(10-30 am and 6:30 pm Sunday worship, 9 am Sunday
Bible study. 2200 Broadway. The Rev. Hamet
Barshofsky 360-695-1480.) (7/04)

Michael Servitus Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship. 2 Welcoming Congregation, prowdes a home
for the liberal religious spint. (9:30 and 11:15 am Sunday
4505 E 18th St., Vancouver. 360-695-1891.)(1/05)

Willamette Valley: Spirituality
First Congregational Church United Church of

Christ is an open and affirming congregation offering
worship and church school. Child care provided and
wheelchair accessible. (9:30 am Sunday leaming hour
10:30 am worship. 700 Marion St. NE, Salem
503-363-3660.) (7/04)

Community Church Two Rivers is &
Christian church with pnmary outreach in the sexual minon-
ties community. (6:30 pm Sunday. 1166 Qak St Eugene.)

justout@justout.com
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ADVICE

Lifeguards

Protecting Queer America’s sperm

DEAR MS. BEHAVIOR:

My partner and |
used a sperm bank for
both of our pregnan-
cies, and we now
have two wonderful,
intelligent daughters,
ages 4 and 6.

Qur friend Sheila
is 41 and desperately
wants a baby imme-
.]I‘IIL’|\I'. Sheila has
been pushing us to
give her the name of
our sperm bank and
our donor’s identifi-
cation number so
that she can request the same donor.
We're flattered that she thinks so
highly of our girls, but we feel squea-
mish about sharing.

Are we selfish? Should we pass on
the donor’s info and leave it to the
powers that be’

—Two Moms

DEAR TwO MOMmS:
Sperm banks typically have hun-

' dreds of donors from which to

choose, so if you decide not to share
your donor’s identifying information
with Sheila, she could easily pick

another charming candidate. There

. are plenty of other spermatozoa in

the fertility sea.
Sharing a sperm donor is an inti-
mate matter and may involve more

| contact with Sheila

than you want. If
Shl’ uses your dnnur
and has a baby, your
kids will be biologi-
cally related, which
for whatever reason
sounds like a closer

you'd like to have
with Sheila.

Of course, if
Sheila finds out
where you got the
spooge, she may still
look carefully
through the book of
donors and try to
\}ll HISE th' same
\ii mnor you ll\t'\l.
However, since you
last enlisted your
donor’s services five
years ago, there’s a

| 2O ] chance that

his stud days are over. Many sperm
banks regulate the number of spawn
each donor dude can produce. Often,
after 10 reported births, the sperm
daddy is put into retirement. (The
reasons for this are fairly obvious; if
any individual fathered hundreds of
babies, it would increase the likeli-
hood that his offspring would end up
randomly meeting and reproducing
with one another.)

Don't worry about being selfish; it
sounds like you're legitimately con-
cemned about keeping certain bound-
aries in your friendship with Sheila.

Ms. Behavior®
llv MEI'FI Cohn

Sheila has been
pushing us to
give her the
name of our
sperm bank
and our donor’s
identification
number so that
she.can request
the same
donor..
but we feel
squeamish
about sharing

You can be a generous
person and still not
want to share such a
cozy connection. Even
if you were OK with
lending a friend your
sweater Or your car, you
might draw the line at
say, a toothbrush, a
girlfriend or some
sperm.

DEAR MS. BEHAVIOR:
I'm at the beach
every Lil]\' 'INN SUIMIMmer.
There's a lifeguard who
checks me out all the

time. The guy is very hot.

The problem is when | go over
to talk to him, he has a hundred
excuses ftor \\'hy he has to go and do
other things and can’t hang out
with me. When I go back to lie
down on my towel with my buddies,
there he is, staring at me all over
again.

[ don’t know if he's shy or what.
The beach is mostly gay, so [ don't
think homophobia is the problem.
My friends say to take a hint. They
try to distract me from thinking about
him. But he’s got eyes for me. | can
see it.

—Donny

DEAR DONNY:

Hello? Your lifeguard is saving
Queer America
from drowning. He's
protecting you and
your brothers and
sisters from the
wrath of the sea. If
Mr. Hor Lifeguard
rm“y does gaze in
your direction, it's
probably not to
admire your dim-
ples, your muscula-
ture or your basket.
He stares because:
A) he's interested
IN VOur « HI‘\l’“IHH
with him even
though he doesn't
want you, or B) vou
freak him out and
hl' WOITICS [h-"
you're a stalker
about to boil his
bunny

Your friends
telling you to “take a hint” is enough
proof that he doesn't returmn your
interest. Whatever you do, please
don't consider staging a drowning

incident. JA
© Meryl Cohn 2004

MERYL COHN is the author of

Do What | Say: Ms. Behavior's
Guide to Gay and Lesbian Etiquette
(Houghton Mifflin) . Signed copres are
available directly from the author. Send
questions or n'uﬂ'l'\fh?hi&‘?u ¢ o
msbehavior@aol .com
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