The time for unity is now

Oregon faces its most serious political and civil rights challenge in years

t's the journey, not the destination.
These are words that resonate with strong personal meaning

to me. This is the guiding philosophy that I try to use to keép a

moderate pac=, a calm head, a sense and enjoyment of the here

and now. A journey that focuses on what's along the path ahead
rather than one that charges ahead at top speed, crashing into poten-
tially dangerous obstacles along the way. Granted, there’s always the
possibility that in any and all journeys we might somehow take the
wrong path and become lost along the way, arriving at the destination
without really knowing how, or why, we got there. More startling yet,
now and then the journey will land you at a location completely differ-
ent from where you'd hoped or planned to be.

Such an undesired and unhoped for destination was reached

June 30 with the arrival in Salem of 244,000 petition signatures gath-
ered by the Defense of Marriage Coalition. This vast number virtually
guarantees that Oregonians will vote in November on a constitutional
amendment that, if passed, would limit marriage to being between one
man and one woman. Should voters pass the initiative, all counties

would be prohibited from issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples.

There must be
no financial support

So this is where we are. This phase of the journey has
ended. Questions about how and why we got here aren't
important at this time. Whether we wanted to be here,
whether we needed to be here—it doesn’t much matter.

secretary of state has 30 days to verify the signatures, the number turned
in virtually guarantees success. Massive amounts of petition-gathering
violations would have to be reported and proven in order to invalidate
the initiative, and this does not appear likely to happen.

Plan your summer around favorite activities, but know also that you
will be called upon to help. This is by far the most serious political and
civil rights issue that has faced our community in many years. The time
for unity is now.

In separate news, it was reported earlier in The Oregonian that the
state of Oregon is preparing to take financial advantage of the Bush
administration’s faith-based initiative programs. The state has applied
for a $15 million grant that would allow religious groups and organiza-
tions to apply to administer programs to assist substance abusers. The
federal grants are dispatched through the Access to Recovery program.
Nationwide there are concems that groups might be given the opportu-
nity to force religious views on people utilizing services. There’s not a
lot of familiarity with the policies and guidelines of Access to Recovery,
but it would definitely seem to warrant closer scrutiny. Issues of church
and state separation need to be monitored closely.

Also on the to-be-watched list is the senatorial race
in Colorado. Republican candidate Pete Coors is support-
ing the concept of a federal constitutional amendment to
ban same-sex marriage. As he stumps the state spewing

There's no going backward, we can't change the route. The from our [ammun”y anti-gay positions, the family business, Coors Brewing

simple fact is, like it or not, we're here. The proverbial bat-
tle line has been drawn. We now know indisputably that,
at a minimum, nearly a quarter of a million Oregonians
have taken a stance against us, on the other side of the
line. We have arrived at a monumental destination.

The Defense of Marriage Coalition needed 100,840
valid signatures to qualify its initiative. They turned in 244,000. The
likelihood of converting these numbers to hard votes in November
leaves little doubt that the months leading up to the election are going
to be costly and divisive for all Oregonians. The posturing of the coali-
tion, the signature-gathering tactics used, the armored truck, the early
submission, the white male dominance—all these are indicative of an
arrogance that begs to be knocked on its butt.

[n the weeks and months ahead, all will be called upon to choose a
side in this battle. Newspapers will print editorials and endorsements.
Readers will pen angry letters in support of or against the measure.
Money will be donated by business owners; these funds will need to be
tracked and reported. It will be imperative that we take a strong eco-
nomic stance. There must be no financial support from our community
for those who donate to the Defense of Marriage Coalition.

Basic Rights Oregon is taking the lead in the barttle, and the call is
out for volunteers and donations of time and money and basic office
supplies and equipment to staff the campaign office. Even thought the
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Company, is having pained visions of lost lavender dollars

for ’hose Who donate and is sending forth its own messages detailing advance-
to the Defense of
Marriage Coalition

ments in progressive employment and nondiscrimination
programs. The official statement from Coors states: “Pete
Coors is on an unpaid leave of absence from Coors Brew-
ing Company in order to run for the U.S. Senate. As a
candidate, he'll likely be in the position of expressing views on political
issues on which it is inappropriate for Coors Brewing Company to have a
position. In these cases he is not speaking on behalf of Coors Brewing
Company.” The business is trying to distance itself from the candidare
and the individual, yet unfortunately this particular individual has
mighty powerful ties to the Coors Brewing Company. At the very same
time that Coors in running ads in gay publications such as Just Out, Pete
Coors is supporting a platform of opposition.

This just might be the right summer to develop a taste for iced tea.
You're going to need to be refreshed, focused and ready to volunteer with
the yet-unnamed campaign being launched to defeat the constitutional
amendment to ban marriage for same-sex couples in Oregon. There's a
lot of work to be done. Check the Just Out Web site frequently for
updates on volunteer opportunities, community events and contact
information. Our biweekly publication schedule is not adequate in these
circumstances to manage, in a timely fashion, the anticipated flow of
information, so we'll be expanding our coverage via the Web site. j7

GRAPHIC DIRECTOR » Kcvin Moore

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT » /anne delanvier
INTERN * Giraham Turner

DISTRIBUTION » Kristine Ashron, Alhison Benn,

Brian Boucher, Darren Linder, Kelly Moe, Bob

lerry

July 2, 2004 » just out ,

justrTiam

The IN publication for the OUT population

FOUNDED 1983 o Jay Brown AND RENEE LACHANCE

Vol. 21 No. 17 July 2, 2004
FEATURE

OUR BIG FAT QUEER CELEBRATION: Recvelers chime

in on what floated their boat this year

p 22
NEWS

NORTHWEST - City Club ex-prez finds a comfort
zone in a traditionally conservative profession
pp 7-15

NATIDNAL - Massachusetts governor backs
Federal Marriage Amendment at Senate hearing;
analysis shows little impact of same-sex
marriage on federal budget

pp 16-19

WORLD - Sio Paulo, Brazil, holds world’s
largest Gay Pride celebration

pp 20-21

ARTS AND CULTURE

BOOKS - Judith Barrington's new collection
challenges human exploitation

pp 36-37

MUSIC - Tribute albums spark new interest in
down-home divas; Franz Ferdinand is a
bandwagon worth jumping

p 39

WHAT'S POPPIN'? - Fahrenheit 911 is
incendiary

p 40

DIVERSIONS - Meet the new Mr. Bear/Cub; all-
girl queer artist bash at Disjecta; one month to
Michigan!

p 41

CULTURE - Miss Fit gives women a sense of
adventure; Peacock in the Park goes out with a
bang

pp 42-43

COLUMNS

MS. BEHAVIOR - Getting Googled

p 33

OUT LOUD - How 14 romantics might just put the
local music scene back in business

p 34

OUT WITH IT! « Tigard: You, too, can find it
p 41

EPIQUEEREAN - East by Northwest

p 44

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARC - David
Sedaris and me

p 45

just out is published on the first and third Fri-
day of each month. Copyright © 2004 by Just Oue. No part
of Just Out may be reproduced without wrirten permission from
the publisher

The submission of written and graphic materi-
als is welcomed. Written matenal should be l\';\-.l and dou
Ht'-\pﬁ ed. Just Ohat reserves the rluhf to edit for Eraimmar, punc
tuation, style, liability concerns and length. We will reject or edit
articles or advertisements that are offensive, demeaning or may
result in Il‘}:.ll acnon

Letters to the editor <hould be limited 1o 500 words. An
nouncements regarding life transitions (births, deaths, unions,
etc.) should be limited o 200 words; photos are welcome. Dead-
line for submissions . the cditonal department and tor the
Calendar i« the Thursday 15 days before the next publication
date. Views CXpPresse d in letters wo the editor, columns and features
are not necessarily those of the |||H|'-fu't

The display advertising deadline < the Monday 12

days betore the next ;“ul‘lu.n(u. n dare

W ade must be received at the Just Onat office by 4 p-m
on the Thursday eyght days before the next |w||"|h ation dave, along
with payment Ads may be 1|.|u-.l via the Intermet with Visa or
Masterd and payment by mail with a check, or I person at our office

Ad policy: Just Owut reserves the right to reject or edit any

wlvertisement. Compensation for errors in, or cancellation of

whvertising will be made with credit toward tuture adve rmising

A dve rising rates are as 1 labsle IPen reguest
mlmm‘i’ﬂ”“‘yﬁ Jast C Rt 15 avanlable free of charpe, one
copy per person. Just O s delivered only to authorized distribu
tors. No person may, without prior written permission from Jiest
hat, take more than one i Any person who takes more than
{ . id liable tor thetr, including but not limited «

Sul;ll:crlﬁ(ions we $22.50 ues. Fir U
elope) s $40 for 12 issue

riminal e Ul

i


justout%25c2%25aeiust.xit.com
justixit.com

