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Talk with us. We can help.
Pac ific  U n iv e rs ity ’ s

Psychological Service Center
511 SW I</" Avenue 

Portland Oregon
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Effective Treatment 
Depression•  Anxiety* Groups 
Relationships •  Fam ilies•  Children 
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Affordable sliding scale fee
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Colleen Weed
O ffice 503* 297*9900 Cell 503* 780*1561
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R ising from 
the A shland
Oregon's only queer community center 
survives a near-death experience by C helsea Fine

shland, the last stop on Inter­
state 5 before you exit the Beaver 
State, is home to 15,000 people, 
the Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
and the Abdill-Ellis Lambda 

Community Center, the state’s only gay and les­
bian center.

But Ashland came close to losing the 9-year- 
old center when financial woes forced the board 
of directors to set a closing date of April 30—  
unless $10,500 was raised to pay for basic oper­
ating expenses. After launching an aggressive 
fund-raising and membership drive in February, 
the board announced April 13 that the goal had 
been met. The center is celebrating its success 
with renewed energy and a new address.

“It’s not just the gay community that provid­
ed support; it’s the straight community, as well,” 
says Jack Tutt, who began volunteering sporadi­
cally at the center in 1998 and became its full­
time volunteer coordinator two years ago. “The 
center really serves a purpose here.”

Among those who contributed significant 
funds were area churches, married couples and 
the Women’s Resource Center at Southern Ore­
gon University. “We sent out the S.O.S., and if 
the center had any value at all to the communi­
ty, it was up to them to step up,” Tutt says.

The center is now in its fourth location; it 
moved May 8 into a 248-square-foot office at 
the Historic Ashland Armory. It previously was 
housed in a 470-square-foot space in the base­
ment of United Church of Christ, which has 
closed its doors until September for renovation.

“The armory is a fantastic location. First, it is 
easy to find in downtown Ashland, and it’s in a 
historic building,” says Frances Marsh, a new 
board member who moved to Oregon in 2002. 
“Second, we are on the Art Walk the first Friday 
of every month.”

The building also has ample parking and 
access to a performance hall on the main floor 
for community events. "When it came time to 
move, we had more trucks and people to help 
than we knew what to do with,” Tutt says.

Calendar
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T he Abdill-Ellis Lambda Community Cen­
ter will celebrate Pride Month with a series 

of events in Ashland.
• Open House/Art Show: June 4 at the center. 
• Queer Open Mic: Bring poems and music 

or come and listen June 7 at Evo’s Java House, 
376 E. Main St.

• Queer Night: 8 p.m. June 9 at Abajo, 
66 N. Pioneer St.

• Movie Night: Watch episodes of The L Word 
and Queer as Folk 6 p.m. June 10 at the center.

• Queer Independent Short Films: 7 p.m. 
June 11 at 258 Garfield St.

• Queer Golf Tournament: 5 p.m. June 12 
at Bear Creek Golf Course. E-mail Sue at 
sjones@jri-inc.com to reserve a space.

• Queer Grrls Second Saturday Party: 
7:30 p.m. June 12 at 570 Elizabeth St. No minors.

• Big Gay Picnic: Speakers, entertainment 
and a tribute to marriage performed by the 
Rogue Valley Gay Men’s Chorus from noon to 
5 p.m. June 13 at the Lithia Park Bandshell. 
Bring a lunch; contest judges will crown the 
most creative picnic setup.

Volunteer Leslie Sadur works on thank-you 
letters for donors at the Abdill-Ellis Lambda 
Community Center, which has found a new 
home in the Historic Ashland Armory (below)

The center 
continues to 
provide basic 
services: a meet­
ing place for 
queer-friendly 
groups, on-call 
e m e r g e n c y  
counseling and 
referrals, free 
and confidential 
HIV testing and 
an extensive li­
brary of bxx)ks, 
videos and peri­
odicals available 
for checkout. But with the confined space, the 
bulk of the library, including the fiction section, 
will remain in storage.

The center opened Aug. 9, 1995, in response 
to the double homicide of lesbian couple 
Michelle Abdill and Roxanne Ellis. The com­
munity saw a need for a safe space for the 
region’s queer and questioning people to go.

A substantial amount of funding has been 
lost through the years. Jackson County grants 
started at $36,000 a year when the center first 
opened, dropped to a mere trickle of $200 a 
month and then were discontinued altogether.

At its peak, the center served more than 
1,000 people before dwindling to 60 paid mem­
bers at the beginning of 2004. This number has 
almost doubled since February.

Tutt says the lull in membership may be 
attributed to the ebb and flow of an organiza­
tion. “A lot of time and energy goes into the cre­
ation of a center, and as needs are met, people 
come and go.”

Tutt predicts membership will increase slow­
ly as the center's event calendar and community 
interest continue to grow. While the organiza­
tion is temporarily out of hole, all of the money 
raised recently has been earmarked for insurance, 
rent, storage and basic day-to-day expenses. JH

The A bdill-Ellis Lambda C ommunity
CENTER is open from  3 to 6 p.m.  Tuesday through 
Saturday in Suite 112 at 208 O ak St. For more 
information call 54 / -488-6990 or visit 
wuAv.abdelhs.org.

CHELSEA F ine is a southern Oregon free-lance 
writer and photographer.
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