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W h at ’s N e x t ?
Fred P helps Returns 
to O regon

T he Rev. Fred Phelps and his followers will 
be in Oregon from April 17 to 19 to protest 

same-sex marriage.
The notorious preacher, who created the 

Web site GodHatesFags.com and heads West- 
boro Baptist Church in Topeka, Kan., picketed 
outside the 1998 funeral of Matthew Shepard, 
who was murdered in an anti-gay hate crime. 
Phelps will be in Portland all day April 18 but 
also plans on spreading his message to Beaver­
ton and Salem.

In a press release posted online, Phelps had 
harsh words for everyone on his hit list: Mult­
nomah County (“sodomite whorehouse”), gay- 
friendly churches (“dog kennels/leper 
colonies”), Portland State University (“the 
fag/dyke propaganda mill and recruiting depot”) 
and openly gay Oregon Supreme Court Justice 
Rives Kistler (“filthy fag”). The statement also 
demonstrated a surprisingly vast knowledge of 
sex slang including scat, rimming, fisting and 
golden showers.

Phelps was supposed to be in town Feb. 8 and 
9 to protest a pro-gay photography exhibit

financed by the Beaverton School District, but 
he canceled at the last minute. This is where he 
plans on picketing this time:

• April 17: 4:30 to 5 p.m., St. Cecilia 
Catholic Church, 5105 S.W. Franklin St., 
Beaverton; 5 to 5:30 p.m., Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church, 13715 S.W. Walker Road, Beaverton; 
5:30 to 6 p.m., Faith Baptist Church, 3345 Cor­
don Road N.E., Salem.

• April 18: 8 to 8:30 a.m., St. Michael 
Lutheran Church, 6700 N.E. 29th Ave.; 9 to 
9:30 a.m., Intown Presbyterian Church, 
1411 S.W. 11th Ave.; 9:30 to 10 a.m., Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral, 147 N.W. 19th Ave.; 10 to 
10:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, 
1838 S.W. Jefferson St.; 10:30 to 11 a.m., St. 
Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep­
tion, 1716 N.W. Davis St.; 11 to 11:30 a.m., 
Portland State University, Southwest Sixth 
Avenue and College Street.

• April 19: 7:45 to 8:15 a.m., Oregon 
Supreme Court, 1163 State St., Salem; 9:15 to 
9:45 a.m., Portland City Hall, 1220 S.W. Fifth 
Ave.; 10:30 to 11 a.m., Beaverton School Dis­
trict, 16550 S.W. Merlo Road; and 11 to 
11:30 a.m., Beaverton High School, 13000 S.W. 
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Dozens of couples renew their marriage vows during “The Wedding 
Celebration” March 21 at First Congregational Church

missioners for the decision-making process that 
resulted in marriage equality.

B enton C oun ty  G ets Cold Feet

In an llth-hour reversal, the Benton County 
Commission changed its mind about issuing

marriage license to same- 
sex couples starting 
March 24. Instead, it de­
cided to withhold mar­
riage licenses from all 
couples, gay or straight, 
until the Oregon Su­
preme Court rules on the 
matter. Oregon Attorney 
General Hardy Myers’ 
office reportedly threat­
ened to arrest the county 
clerk it marriage licenses 
were issued to gay men 
and lesbians.

“We didn’t so much 
put the brakes on the de­
cision we made last week 
as that we are consistent 
with it," Commissioner 
Linda Modrell said. “All 
couples m Benton County 
will be treated the same.” 

BRO’s Thorpe applauded the commissioners 
for defending human rights.

“It is a very creative and interesting solution 
to the dilemma that they were facing,” she said. 
“On the other hand, for all the same-sex couples 
in Benton County who were counting on being 
able to get married, we’re disappointed.” jH
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Have You Ever Considered 
Becoming A Foster Parent?

Developmental Systems, Inc. is seeking caring, committed 
adults willing to open their home to a child with developmental 
disabilities as part of our Mentor Foster Care Program.

We Offer:
• A competitive stipend
• Opportunities for skill development
• Regularly scheduled time-off
• Access to 24-hour professional support

If You Have:
• An extra bedroom in your home
• Access to reliable transportation
• A desire to be part of a team
Then you might qualify to become 
a Mentor Foster Parent!

Call today 
to find out more 

information: 
503-258-2440

Explore 
the challenge, 

the rewards 
are many.
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Injured?
...Call me

Free Consultation
No Fee Unless You Recover

Hala Gores, P.C.
A ttorney at Law
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Proudly serving 
our community since 1989 
in personal injury claims 

including:
• Auto & Motorcyle Accidents 

• Bicycle & Pedestrian Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Wrongful Death
• Defective Products
• Insurance Claims

You Deserve 
Full Compensation 

for:
> Pain & Suffering 
Medical Expenses 
• Lost Earnings 
Property Damage 

• Car Rental

Celebrating the j oy of marriage,
and the freedom of diversity
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