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Matt Foreman,

lask Force executive said, “This is a

despicable new low more than a
and families as a wedge issue into the electorate
and divert attention away from the critical issues
that face our country.”

Dave Noble, National Stonewall Democrats
executive director, said: “President Bush fails to
understand that our families are than
political red meat that he can throw before his

more
anti-gay base. He has clearly demonstrated that
it is no longer acceptable for our community to
merely vote against this man. Each one of us
now has the responsibility to actively work to
deny him a second term.”

San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom react-
ed by saying: “Yesterday, President Bush began
his campaign; today, his first step is to try and
divide Americans. It is the president’s sworn
oath to uphold the Constitution and protect the
civil rights of all Americans; it is a sad day when
he tums on his own citizens in order to seek
re-election.”

Jon Davidson of Lambda Legal said: “Twelve
\|.I\'- a7o 1n f‘\'.\l‘l [".!.II’IL 1SCO, IIII&' [‘I"h}‘&'kl of oay
marriage| stopped being an abstract discussion
when ordinary lesbian and gay people began
married,” said the who is

getring attorney,

involved with the cases. “Gay married couples
are no longer a bogeyman that can be used to
frighten the country; they are real people with
very real needs for protections only marriage
can provide.”

Joan M. Garry, Gay & Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamarion executive: director, said:
“As America has wartched images in the
media of thousands of gay and lesbian couples
who have joyfully made formal commirments

o one .ilillliu'l'. they have seen ‘*l-‘lllk'Tth'._'.
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that true equality under the law is
that
and is entitled to.”
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\HIHL‘”HI]L’ cvery American yvearns tor
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Davidson believes the same-sex

“San Francisco will

marriages
that have taken place in
help defeat any anti-gay constitutional amend
ment by continuing to show the nation that
married gay couples aren’t a threat and thar
nobody else’s marriage is harmed when loving
same-sex couples receive equal treatment.”

Andrew Sullivan wrote
“Rather than keep the Constitu

(Uay conservative
on his blog:
tion out of the culture wars, this president
wants to drag the very founding document
into his re-election campaign. He is proposing
civil rights from one

o remove group ot

American citizens—and do so in the Consti
tution itself

“The very tactic is so shocking in its preju-
dice, so clear in its intent, so extreme #n its
implications that it leaves people of good will
little leeway. This president has now made the
Republican Party an emblem of exclusion and
division and intolerance. Gay people will now
regard it as their enemy for generations—and
rightly so.”

Many

believes his father
because he did not adequately tend to his base

people have reported that Bush

}le hlw I'('-L'lt'q rnon I‘hl
among social conservatives. Some would say he
learned the wrong lesson.

In retrospect, it seems the political center of the
country was so [ru,:hlt‘ru'd by the excess of social
conservatives like Pat Buchanan at the 1992
Republican National Convention that they went
elsewhere. By embracing that social agenda so
openly, Bush may have increased the odds that his-
tory will repeat itself

OUR
FAMILIES
ARENOT
POLITICAL &
FOOTBALLS §

PHOTO BY ANDRES DUQUE/WOCKNER NEWS

Former National Gay and Lesbian Task Force executive director
Urvashi Vaid (left) demonstrates against discrimination Feb. 24 at New
York City’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center

and that he will lose
his bid for re-election.

“The president has
made it easy,” Sullivan
“He'’s a simple

wrore.
man, and he divides
the world into friends
and foes. He has now
lll;ltiL‘ a \\'Ilc ‘}t" ZTOUp « ot
Americans—and

their families and
friends—his

We have no altema

CCIny

tive but to defend our
selves and our families
from this artack. And
we will.” j/™

BOB ROEHR is a free-
lance reporter based m
Washington, D.C.
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Upcoming Concert:
In Full Bloom

March 13 Sat 8pm Salem Unitarian (5090 Center St. NE)
March 14 Sun 4pm Corvallis Unitarian (2945 NW Circle Blvd)

Confluence

CLARK HOUSE, GRI
Broker

(541) 758-1234 x 211

e-mail: clarkshouses@aol.com 1575 MW Oth Street
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Hawthorne
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-«
“Funuitune Lith a Fasl”

OPEN 11-6 EVERYDAY
1310 Hawthorne Blvd.
503-232-7575
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Gifts and ‘Home Furnishings
Comfort, Quality, Affordability...
.in the fabric of your choice

OPEN EVERY DAY 10-7 » 3962 B SE Hawthorne Blvd * Portland = 503-236-3862
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crystals

522 SE HAWTHORNE

503.2

Cycle Works

Professional Service
Comfortable Bikes
Recumbants a Specialty!

(COME SEE WHY!)
Open Tuesday-Sunday
230-7723

SE Hawthorne

130 FRAGRANCES
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custom scented bath & body

ESCENTIAL
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710 NW 23rd Avenve « 503.248-9748 _
3638 SE Hawthorne « 503.236-7976 2025

GET BACK ON THAT HORSE!
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