4 Jmst owt - february 20, 2004

100 SW MURRAY BLVD.

1/2 OFF FIRST HAIRCUT
AND

VILLAGE BARBER SALON

A LOOK YOU'LL BE PROUD OF—FROM
SOMEONE SPECIALIZING IN MEN.

(ONE BLK SOUTH OF HWY 26) ( 503 ) 250-3388 :

FLEXIBLE APPTS. AVAIL. # ;
$14.00 THEREAFTER :
EVERY 10TH HAIRCUT IS FREE

wow!

LINNTON FEED & SEED.
NOT THE MALL.

We carry multi-pure water systems
10920 NW St. Helens Rd

Portland, OR 97231

Phone: 503.286.1291

STATE FARM

o

INSURANCE

-

Forgot the
Condom?

Let’s Talk About It.

A UW research project
for guys who have sex
with guys.

Compensation
provided.

Call Sex Check Today
1-877-604-6595
www.thesexcheck.org
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Alter age 65, you have more than a
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some Kind ol LONE-1CTrm car o lean
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care, just talk 1o your neighb
Agent listed below. WE LINVE WIH

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE

“Stanee Farmy Mutual Auromaodale Insurance € HpNIm « Flevarne 0 fice Blix g ton Hiinios

our Long-lerm
Shawn Vorrath, Agent
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LAURELHURST
DENTISTRY

CLARICE JOHNSTON DM.D
& ASSOCIATES

* Treatment explained and discussed
* Teeth whitening

* New patients welcome

503/233-3622 &=

2520 East Burnside ma
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Bone of contention
TO THE EDITOR
hat Thomas Bruner, Cascade AIDS Proj
ect director, doesn't quite get is that we
gay men may live on the Oregon Trail, but we
didn’t just fall off our covered wagons out of
sheer ~rt|[1t.ilT\

He gamely tries to refute your paper’s claim
that CAP endorses regulation of gay sex clubs,
because CADP's education and wellness outreach
programs aren't working [“The Partys Over,”
Jan. 9]. His letter to your paper denying that CAP
“officially” called for such health department reg-
ulation is another example of how the guy sucks
shoe leather every time he opens his mouth to the
media lately [“Teaser Was Inaccurate,” Jan. 23]

Al \JJT”.H_’('

Truly

The lip friction he expends
control of CAP'Ss image is
( '|i.1[““\ilt k-level stuft

Here’s what strains my credulity. Bruner
admits CAP approached the Multnomah

imazing

County Health Department to form a “partner-
ship.” Why! So CAP’s new good buddy would
“step up” its response to sex behaviors in gay
(not straight) sex clubs and “insist” on zero tol-
erance for barebacking and needle use

The two agencies concluded after months-
long dialogue that, for now, sex clubs should
dopt voluntary standards to impose on their
patrons. But don't worry, says Bruner. All of
CAP

doesn’t “officially” endorse health department

this stuff was “unofficial” discussion
It"-_;il'.l[lul‘. of these venues.

| know Bruner's tortured analysis of the differ-
ence between “unofficial™ and “official” certainly
calms my fears that an agency like CAP isn't
engaging in some indirect gay-bashing. Wow
Now | can believe in the Tooth Fairy again

Or maybe not. | called the health \iL'}'.lf”‘.iL':‘.l

hot line number cited in “The Party's Over,”

nviting response to three topics for reducing
"1 1
S 1 LS among gay men using MMercial venues
tor sex. Callers uld reguest a callback I
tor fays with n , | I
| wondered: Is this hot line designed to give
the illusion that my men are considered bona

fide participants in the CAP/MCHD “partner
ship”! Inviting public input after decisions ar
made is a nifty bureauc ratic tactic tor r1|,|i~|!tg
Trln'wi‘l s at riu- }‘HHHIH f‘r]n-'\‘ we are noticed
by those at the top

But then, tops and bottoms are what this
bone of contention is all about. | just can't fig

ure out \.\il-.\.‘- STIC L!H';__' it to '\\}1!‘!!!

GORDON JOHNSTON
Portland

Dare to love
TO THE EDITOR:

am saddened to read that your Legislature is

still in the Dark Ages in regards to gay and les-
bian marriages. In Ontario, | have been officiat-
ing at gay and lesbian marriage ceremonies for
several months and can say that it contributes to
the wealth of the community, the stability of
society and the self-esteem of the Spouses

My spouse and | are acknowledged as part-
ners by the heterosexual people who live
around us. We are drawn into events and treat-

ed with love. While there are still some bigot-

ed people in Canada, they have refrained from
harming us, and so far, the Canadian govern-
ment has held up under the pressure of these
people to reverse the decision that our mar-
riages are truly equal to heterosexual ones.

Good luck. It's hard work making changes,
but | believe it to be worthwhile. Dare to love!
Dare to fight for your love!

THE REv. VAL FOURNIER
Dutton, Ontario, Canada

Old World vs. New Worild
'O THE EDITOR

used to think of the world across the great

Atlantic pond as stuffy and stuck in its ways.
Well, folks, to quote a Dylan song, “The times
they are a-changin'.”

The House of Lords has |‘.1w.'\] a4 sweeping
gender bill that grants rights that we in the
United States (the New World) could only
wish for. Maybe, just maybe, the Old World is
not such a bad place after all. Just maybe this
New World of ours could learn a thing or two
from our mother country! Sadly, | fear not.

[o the trans folk across the great pond and
divide of the Atlantic, | say three cheers to vour
government and “God Save the Queen.” Have a
healthy stout for the lads and a nice glass of port
tor the ladies, while we here in the good old U.S.
of A. watch the latest show of fear and hate.

DEANNA BRYANT
Portland

The last dawn
TO THE EDITOR:
dolt Hitler was so mad when he built the
furnaces, people just got in and burned up.
There are no records of anyone putting up a
fight or struggle.

Last summer my daughter was raped and my
son was molested. Their ages are 5 and 7. Ore
gon has become a rest haven for child molesters
ind rapos. Nowhere in the entire United States
of America is sex abuse excused like it is in
Oregon. Evervbody knew Jeffrey Dahmer was
going to get justice one way or another. We
can't blame the police in Oregon because the
public has their hands tied so they can't do an
cftective job. Then when | step in, the public 1s
ln.r.] it me an ] -'].'u' ['---]u ¢

[he only way Oregon i1s going to get its

nomy straight and make the neighborhoods

ST 1S Lo et out !'[l' Wwities ‘rl.H‘__'}I.r Lr ¢ }Hl-hi n
\Y/ ]

ire our fruit. We are tied up on gay marriages,

prostitution and drug abuse. We are running

round like chickens with our heads cut off

I made a promise to my love a long time ago
that | would never hurt anvone again. For she
LIIH\\“ T!mr l}n' \\nrH Is i rl'II\i\ [0 S¢e i\'runc
Williams mad

I cncourage you to get ll\\':\|\t'\i In commu-
nity meetings. Most of our lawmakers come
from different environments. ‘Unce we start
educating each other, we will one day come to
a meeting of the minds.

Conclusion: Come Judgment Day, be able
to say to yourself, “I tried.”

MINISTER TYRONE WILLIAMS
Portland

Now accepting opinions on all topics
in “Letters to the Editor”

at
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