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Serving Mid-County Since 1968

International

30 Years

Collision of Satisfied Customers

“No Shop Tries Harder To
Make The Repair Process
Easier For Its Customers”

All Makes
All Models

Recommendled By All Major
Insurance Companies
Insurance Clalm Assistance

12436 SE Star

Our professionals
will arrange
your delivery

(503) 642-9992
1-800-356-1884

o Aloha Market Centre
<7 20455 SW TV Highway
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AND JUST
ONE PAIR
OF GLASSES?

S
Eaglc Egc Optical

PRESCRIPTION EYEWEAR
GLASSES & CONTACTS

Eye exams by an independent Doctor of Optometry

2808 NE MLK Jr Bivd, Suite C
Portland, OR 97212
Located next to Billy Reed’s Restaurant

503.335.7173
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www.eagleeyeopticalshop.com
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Experienced
Reliable

Trusted

7ZACH
NEWMA

Real Estate Broker
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Down-to-earth style, no sales pressure,
just the best advice and representation
you can get. When buying or selling
a home, call Zach for a free, private,
no obligation consultation.

2003-282-5164

ZachNewman(@aol.com
www.equitygroup.com/zach

REMBX equity group, inc. i Re
2100 NE Broadway, Portland T o
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Tl aristl PAYING FOR PRAYING

MCC Portland seeks donations to retire its mortgage

by Patricia L. MacAodha
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ly group: The building that is home to

meetings and workshops Metropolitan Community Church of

and given performances  Portland has a rich history, including a

there cornerstone laid by President Howard
“We have remod- Taft in the early 1900s (inset)

cled the building sever-
al times for additional office space,” says Dave
Dishman, MCC Portland board of directors co
vice moderator. “Several years ago we remod-
eled the sanctuary and added a ramp up to the
altar. This, for the first time, made the altar
accessible ro all. We also have an...elevator for
accessibility to the second floor.”

The church, which can comfortably scat
about 250 people, has played host to three
Northwest MCC

Leadership Conference and, according to Dish-

District Conferences, one
Men, NUMCerous COmmunity mectings, COncerts,
talks, etc. The church was the first home of the
Portland Gay Men's Chorus,” he adds, “and the
first concert was held in the sanctuary.”

MCC Portland’s pastor, the Rev. Glenna
Shepherd, puts in at least 12 office hours a week,
and the church has an office for the new pastor
of Two Rivers MCC in Eugene, an outreach of
the Portland congregation. In addition, the
church has a part-time panish nurse available to
tluli \\'Illl |'L'L:1ILI| |1L‘;||tll 1SSLICS.

The building, purchased in 1979, required a
large mortgage that was paid off in 1993, A gala
celebration accompanied burmning that mort-
gage, but just five years later, a new mortgage
had to be taken out for significant repairs, espe-
cially the roof and the top of the church.

Shepherd hopes to see the $40,000 mortgage
paid off as soon as possible. If the church gamers
enough donations to accomplish this, ministry
programs could access the $900 monthly amount
now designated for that payment. This has never
been done in the congregation’s history.

Shepherd has a long list of services that, given
adequate tunds, she would like to see come out of
MCC Portland. The most vital, she feels, are in
health and wellness, “working with our panish
nurse to offer education, screenings and health-
related events to our congregation and larger
community.” She wants to emphasize spiritual
development through “quality educational class-
es and events” and to restructure the Esther's
Pantry program, which provides food and per
sonal care items to low-income people with
AIDS, by making it more accessible and user-
friendly. Other goals include children’s min

istries, liturzical arts (music, art and drama for

]
wWor »|11|' _|1;._i entertanment) .Ilhl SOC AL action

o
-y

An inter-
Cshing succes-
stion of de-
nominations

has called this
building home, including Unitarians and a spiritu
alist congregation. It has two comerstones, both
placed on the northwest side of the structure. The
first was lud in the carly 1900s by President
Howard Taft, making MCC Portland, according to
Shepherd, the only church in the United States to
have its comerstone Laid by a sitting president.

In 1993, MCC added its own comerstone.
“We purchased it and had it inscribed with our
name,” says Dishman, an active church member
for 25 years. “It was a very emotional moment
when the comerstone was brought down the
aisle. ..and presented to the congregation.”

The denomination’s founder, the Rev. Troy
D. Perry, later dedicated it. Shepherd hopes, in
time, to have MCC Portland’s building added
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other important fixes must be made first. The
most significant of these is to pay off the cur-
rent mortgage.

Last fall Dishman came up with a fund-
raising campaign, “Debt Free in '03 at MCC-P”
which the church's board enthusiastically
accepted. Through it, he hopes both church and
community members will make tax-deductible
donations toward the payoff of the mortgage.

The campaign was announced at a congrega-
tional meeting Oct. 26 and has been drawing
positive attention.  Donations  amounting to
$8,000 have been made, and the annual Harvest
Dinner and Auction brought in $4,500. Addi-
tional donations for the debt retirement will
pguarantec the ,1\.|i|.li‘|}|l\ of this historical struc-
ture for many more

years as a communmity

resource and center. jN

Send tax-deductible contributions to
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
PORTLAND, 2400 N.E. Broadway Portland, OR
97232, Donors should desimate on the check that

it is for the mortgage retirement
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