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Bi-specific resources

[though many organizations serve the
l‘l‘L'xl_l.ll community, }1!‘]“ are a ew [I"l_-il
and national resources specifically addressing

D1 1SsuUes:

BiNet Oregon

www.hinetor.org

BiNet USA

www.bisexual.org

Bisexual Information Web site
www.bi.org

Bisexual Resource Center
WWW., }1] FresOUrce. !Tu

Portland Bisexual Women
portlandbiwomen@comcast.net

Portland Bisexual Community Forum
503-285-4848

“For me,

evolving into

being bisexual

has coincided

with a general
sense of wanting .

to move beyond ”

external

definitions
of myself”

—Meg Daly
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And behind the hierarchies are a new set of
queer rules.

“My own feeling is that the gay and lesbian
community has adapted to the norms of our soci-
ety; this [in tum] seems to grant us nights in passing
judgment on what is acceptable and not acceptable
in our culture for sexual preference,” says France
“We broke free of the constraints that were placed
upon us to allow us to live with our gay and lesbian
partners. Then we made new rules to ban any other

deviant behavior. ... Shame on us.”

The mirror

ear plays a heavy hand in any strong

aversion—especially where someone is
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‘the other' at bay,
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other within us...lim-
iting our ability to
richly honor ourselves
through
full-on acceptance.”
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are not, you are perverse and will be pun-
ished. Well, guess what! It's OK to be whoev-
er the fuck you are. Billy can wear Mom’s lip-
stick and pumps. Suzie can fix cars and cut
her hair short. Chris can wear all the leather
he/she fancies.”

“By identifying as bi,
you affirm the complex

spectrum of sexuality”

—Yasmine Branden
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Of her partner of four years, France says: “I
do not understand her attraction to both men

and women.... She's been shaped by specific

conditions in her own life that are unique from
my own Each of us has a vastly different
perspective.”
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social agendas, political agendas, famuly,

environmental: the list is long,” she
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And she believes they are at the cornerstone
of relationships
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bians of sharing that experience with another
gay or lesbian person...experiences like com-
ing out to family, friends, the hate, the fear of
within ourselves,” states

others, the fear

France. “If we don't share that experience
with our partner because they don't identify as
gay or lesbian, but instead they identify as
someone who just wants to be open to any

experience Ti] it 1|In.‘ orters, then there is a part

Of us that they cannot understand Like-
wise, there is a part f them that we do not
understand.”

9, isionally, for l"‘.ii]II['!l', her partner
notices someone of the PPOSHEe sexX an | con
ments on E'.i~ APPpearance as sexy or EI.‘H bl

I re ly cannot re .r.lT'. o }n.'T on Tiih l\'\ L|

France concedes. “In fact, it can feel alienat

ng to me, even .'Iltu-!!__':'. 1 im net FEIH' e !'u.'}
by it. It is more than being threatened, it is
more like a disconnect between us, which |
attribute the need to share core values that
I‘I[I\i LIS :-"_:l'r}ll.f o

Like iu.‘r_ France }1lli'l\ -tiu'l (queers will
examine their own rel IT]"II\}III‘\ ind maintain
an active -.i|.||.n,:|u‘ In utu’t't Lo i-n- |L \iuwn SOCH ||
to hift

O 1\|Lu|l- I‘L'\Hihi !iu' ‘lnh‘»' that we scem to set

harriers. She says, “l would challenge us

for our society.”
Williams

“Sometimes

adds:
the
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themselves. If we

who have

really want freedom,
if we really want a
country where equality is cherished, we have
got to put away our fear of what's different
and open-heartedly embrace diversity.” 7

GINA DAGGETT is a Portland free-lance unriter
who identifies as lesbian and is a 6 on the
Kinsey scale. She can be reached through
www.gmadaggett.com
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Elise Campbell, Gr1, ABR

Real Estate Broker, Million Dollar Club
It’s

that

Simple!

Call Today! 503-307-1353

Email. Elise@Realtor.com
Web: www.EliseCampbell.com
Office: 503-233-4363

Fax. 503-233-4413

'_]bender @
B properties [EJ

At Woodbury & Malone there are 4
agents to serve your needs. We take

time to explain coverages and make Home

Service is the Key

recommendations based on your

Life

needs and lifestyle.

We want to work for you! Commercial

Financial Thanks Elise... ‘Elise was a great Realtor to work

with as a first-time home buyer. She was patient,

Coming soon to the Pearl

Call Paul, Woody, Noah or Karie (@ 503.635.3030

. of buying our first house less hectic and possible by

Visit us at Woodburymalone.com

informative, helpful and fun! She made the process

makinag herself available on the weekends. Thanks

Quum and I hope you'll visit us soon.” - P.B.
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