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Call Michael or

Carol first for expert advice.
503.643.5464
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Sona Smooth
Safe, gentle hair removal for
that smooth, sexy look and feel.
LASER
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~o% | The Trusted Specialists

www.sonainternational.com

903-443-225

Call about our
SUMMER SPECIAL!

Dr. Minot Cleveland
Medical Director
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Why Buy Last Year’s Left Over
2003’s, When You Can Own

Next Year’s 2004’s at
HUGE SAVINGS!

at LITHIA SUBARU OF OREGON CITY
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A PEACE OF THE WORLD

Sexual minorities help student exchange program
pfomO'e resped 'Of divefsny by Timothy Krause
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“I look around and |
see the myopia and the
Iitmorance ol .-fl.'lc' xil|
tures and even the ones
that are here in the
U.S. Its like some
how—and this is a gen
eralization—the most

we  can ;‘uil from our
muiln_:iimr 1l sox ety at

stereotypes as

Limes 1s

opposed to a more pro-

found understanding of

how people live,” dis
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through AFS spent a year in Honduras during
high school before coming out as a gay man

Ihat experience, he says, taught him not
1

.ml\ dacceptance Ol .f[iu'l \IJ!TIJT("‘ twll also accep

tance of himself
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annuallv serves 10,00

core values of
s, harmony, sensi
tivity and tolerance. Area « jmph'r welcomes
the same num

nearly century-old program

0 worldwide

In many places, that openly includes sexual
minorities. But acceptance 1s far from universal,
since the primarily volunteer program relies on
appre wal of all parties (students, natural and host
families, native and host offices) for placement
within nontraditional families. Some countries,
such as Japan, Brazil and Egypt, for example, tell
U.S. representatives to not even bother asking.

Geoff Wren and David DeMoss experienced
this frustration firsthand when their offers to take
in students from ltaly and Hungary were nixed by

Helene expresses bilingual adoration for her host family, Barbara
Timper (left) and Wendy Jensen, during Portland Pride 2002

Never-
theless, this gay couple opened the doors of their
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exchange students through the years. For most of
those kids But

].".th'IIF.\ Or native country lt']‘l’t'*-l'l!|.l|']\'t“-

downtown home to a halt-dozen

, having two dads was a non-issue.
when a straicht student from Norway named
Alex joined them in 1999, the comfort zone took
longer to establish.

Despite Scandinavia'’s reputation for accep-
Alex hadn't known
.11“1 told

tance of sexual minonnes,

iy gay people. In fact, Wren says, “He
LS Til.i! not so |11I1Q 1\‘1an-.' iu' came ilt'!t' lil.lf IIL'
was out with his friends beating up gays in a small
town in Norway, |which is] an odd place with
social liberalism and highly conservative culture.”

Yet, exhibiting a characteristic typical of
exchange students, Alex deliberately chose to
stay with the gay couple in order to expand his
horizons. Wren says Alex wanted to “break free
from the repression or small-town mentality that
he, at age 17, was conscious of having acquired.”

In an e-mail, Alex writes: “My experience with
Geoft and David was the most familylike situation
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PEACE

* We are an open Christian church that
welcomes people of all races, genders
abilities, ethnicities

sexual orientations

and aqges

* We believe the Bible has preserved

and supports aitterent perspectives (

nristian ramth

12727 SE Market 5t.
Portland, Oregon

www.peacecob.org
Kerby Lauderdale, pastor

CHURCH of THE BRETHREN

* We follow |esus’ teachings by continuing

our 300-year Brethren history of peace

and service work

e We invite those who are drawn to a

people ol joy and action st reflection

and hope 1O visit our ongregation

Worship: 11:00 AM
Phone: 503-254-6380
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