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Kafoury and Katz were two of the main supporters

This was long before politicians thought
about courting the gay vote, Nicola notes. “You
can't imagine someone getting elected to the
Portland City Council, for example, without the
support of our community, but at that time, there
was no organized community to speak of,” he
says. “So for Vera and Steve to give us the sup
port they did, when there was no conceivable
political payoff for them, that was pretty brave.”

Ihe bill almost didn't get out of committee.
When it did, it was time to gather support for
the public hearing.

Several members of the Second Foundation
met at the Family Zoo, a gay bar in Portland, to
write letters asking their representatives to sup-
port the bill. Word spread for people to come
out and help. Nicola created a map so people
could easily identify their representative. They
cranked out letters and donated a nickel each
for postage. 1 hat was the level of our sophisti
cation,” Nicola laughs

But it worked. Later, Nicola heard that
many legislators were surprised to get letters
from ac I:|.1| constituents I.Hiu't than i‘l'\’[‘ik' not
1 rill'lr \!]“‘T]LI

The public hearing was held on a spring day
in early May. The House Senate and Federal
A ffairs Committee laid out the rules: Testimony
was to last for only one hour. This was a hearing,
not a pep rally. There was to be no applause.

“There was an awful lot of emotional testify
ing,” Hutchins recalls. When he first became
involved with the bill, he says the atmosphere
was partylike and friendly. “But when you actu
ly get up to testify, it starts getting to where it
15 & gul-wreng h”]'__' L\Hh! Ol T}HH;_' Lo '\\-]H e you
realize this is serious.”

People spoke in general terms and specifics
One woman said she was fired from her job as a
bartender because she wouldn’t date men.

Another woman said she was evicted from her
apartment. The Oregon District Branch of the
American Psychiatric Association stated, “There
1S NO proper Il‘nt'tilk.ll basis to ac \'t'l'\i hom N‘.\ll.l'.\
less than full and equal protection under the law.”

And then Rita Knapp spoke

“I was counting on what the psychiatric
group had to say as being so compelling that
anything | could say would not be very impor-
tant,” says Knapp, who in 1977 co-founded the
Portland chapter of Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays.

She couldn't have been more wrong. In a
heartfelt tone, she talked about the importance
of the rights of her daughter, Kristan Aspen, who
went on to helm the Lesbian Community Proj
ect. The Onvegonian reported that Knapp
described Aspen and her friends as being social-
1\ CONSCIOUS, m[l-HlL:c‘nL warm and Il.tm'\. 1\11.4‘[‘
said people need to recognize that citizens have
to be free to choose their own lifestyle. [t was
time to come out of the Dark Ages and disengage
from the myths and fears. It was time to erase the
laws that deprive homosexuals of their rights

When she finished talking, she stood up from
the table and heard a loud noise. At first she
thought she must have knocked the microphone
off the table. But then she realized it was applause
Everyone had ignored the committee’s rules

“You would have had to be absolutely heart
less not to JH‘[.HJ.{ her,” Nicola recalls. “It was
incredible.”

H\l' !‘IH may have I.l!iui. but it was the start
of more to come. “Going from the situarion
where we were sitting in a bar and having peo
ple handwrite those letters and pay a nickel for

Tl'u' '*-T.IIH{‘ o '.\lhl! we ]‘ul\l Tl'\i 1y 1S Just amaz

ing,” Nicola says. J/™

PAT YOUNG is a Portland free-lance writer and
pay and lesbian historian

STILL WAITING

() nce again, the Oregon Legislature disregard-
J ed pro-gay legislation during this past session.

Senate Bill 786 would have banned discrim-
ination on the basis of sexual orientation and
gender identity in employment, housing, public
accommodation, public assistance and educa-
tion. Senate Bill 816 would have added gender
identity to the state’s bias crime laws, which cur-
rently include sexual orientation.

Although both measures received successful
hearings, Basic Rights Oregon executive director
Roey Thorpe blamed “a logjam on social issues” for
the Legislature’s inaction. If SB 786 had passed,
Oregon would have become only the fourth state to
cover gender identity in its anti-discrimination law.

“We're very disappointed,” Thorpe said.
“Unfortunately, the Republican Party at the pre-
sent time is controlled by the extreme right
wing...and so it’s very difficult to be a moderate
Republican in our state Legislature.”

Thorpe believes that BRO has enough
votes to pass the legislation but that GOP
leaders seem determined to prevent them
from ever going to the floor. “I think that the
state Legislature should be ashamed that 30
years have passed and they have still not
acted on what, at the time, was a visionary
piece of legislation and what now is just long
overdue.”

~Jim Radosta Jr

Servicing

Old and New

Macs Repairs ® Troubleshooting « Upgrades
Since 1989

www. moonmac.com

Moonlight Mac

Consulting Services ® Network Setup
New and Intermediate User Training

(503) 236-3345 * mp@moonmac.com

II'I.'!.- "ikx‘_

Know Someone With a

Drug or Alcohol Problem? ' ]

Free, confidential, statewide lelephone assistance and crisis intervention for alcohol and drug problems

Call the Helpline

800-923-HELP \1

JIOREGON

www orparitnership org

T

X |

saplember ts.m-_.ﬂ]m

Invest a little time and I'll take it from there.

Everyone knows they need a financial plan for the future,
but it's hard to find time to do it. That's where I can help.
Since 1987, I've helped guide couples, domestic partners,
families and businessmen and women towards their goals
of prosperity and comfort. All it takes to start is a phone call.

WADDELL
& REED

Financial Services

Investing. With a plan®

For a personal financial plan, call

FLOREID WALKER

Senior Financial Advisor

503.445.9390

WADDELL & REED ~ Member SIPC
3529 N.E. Broadway, Portland, OR
www. waddell.com
email: florerdwalker@wraduvisors.com

A

IMPORT

Hlsslosmolive/
Mention this ad and get a 10% discount.

“SAME DAY SERVICE ON MOST REPAIRS” ,

Repairs of All Makes & Models

", ‘!;L American * European * Imports

Services Include:
« Maintenance = DEQ
* Tune-ups - Poor Engine

Cars * Trucks * RVs Performance
We Fix It Right the First Time * Brakes « Cluich
' From Oil Changes to Overhaul, » All Electnical Problems
o Fred's Auto Works Does It All - » Carburetors & Fuel Injection

Close to Downtown = Free Local Rides
All Makes & Models

“Fred's Auto Works...
Why Doesn’t Yours?" &

508 2881159

926 SE Morrison, Portland * hitp:/aandgautomotive. uswestdex.com

* Pre Purchase Inspection
* Alternalors & Slarters
(Repaired, Rebuilt
or Exchanged)

= ol
—

Are you Online?

ol

CITYGuys and Cascade AIDS Project are looking for guys whe dm Y

Iy

NHelp spread the word about STD's like syphilis and HIV by joining
our new online outreach feam, DigiGUYS.

Hey, you've been wanting fo volunteer lately, ri

Why not do it from the comfort of your own home?

9
or email us for more information ot: )

pknowlton@cascadeaids.org

Get in touch with CityGuys from (AP o: 503.223.5907 ram



mailto:mp@inooniiiac.com
http://www.waddell.com
http://aandgaulomotive.uswestdex.com

