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| heard OWL Farm call my name

Women's land beckons from southern Oregon
BY KATHY BELGE
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from years of oppression

Many women were drawn to southern
Oregon because the land was cheap and build
ing codes didn't exist until 1974. They pooled
money and bought parcels of land, which they
dubbed with names like (

pingwoods, Womanshare, Fly Away Home and

‘abbage Lane, Step
I{iH\T\\lll'L‘\_

They built small homes, tended gardens,
ran water lines and tried to create a community
of ideals that included cooperation, caring for

the earth and challenging oppressive behaviors.

Southern Oregon became known around the
world for its vibrant lesbian land community

During a weekend workshop at Womanshare
in 1975, a group of 20 lesbians talked about the
power difference between women who could
and could not afford to buy land. From there
came a new vision: create a community open to
all women, regardless of income

Oregon Women's Land Trust was born, a
nonprofit organization established to present
educational programs and to give women
access to their own land. Women pledged 10
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Cory and Maradava invite you to Oregon Women's Land Trust for a

percent of their income to go toward creating
the space, and committees formed to figure out
legal aspects, to raise money and to search for
property

In 1976 the trust bought 147 acres of land
called it OWL Farm. All
vou had to do was show up at the door and youl

Women built

gardens, held workshops,

near Dav's Creek and
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structures, planted
made decisions by consensus and lived and

loved on the land

i Aodagain, 45, has been involved with
OWL for 20 years and lived there for 10
She says those early years were exciting,
empowering and difficult. “The vision was the
minute we removed the males, everything
would be hunky-dory between us,”
But utopia wasn't that simple. “We didn't
have the skills to live in community,” she says.
People came with drug addictions, untreat-
ed mental illness and other issues like recover-
“OWL Farm had been

a cauldron where the issues that we dealt with

ing trom rape or imng sl

on a daily level were up in our face, and we
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gain explains

Yet there was also an excitement about
living namely creating a matri-

archal village. Women learmed and shared

N a new way

skills with each other. In OWL archival papers,
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