or a straight actor, Rafael Untalan gets cast

in some queer plays. Kiss of the Spider

Woman. Srena, Queen of the Tango. And

now The Child Is Father of the Man, playing
through Aug. 16 at University of Portland’s
Mago Hunt Theatre

In the new comedy by Quintessence Language
and Imagination Theatre, Untalan plays Rio, a
gay man who has great respect for the institutions
in hus life: a multicultural but traditional family,
his church and the | racy of his deceased tather

All of whic ]1 ire at odds with his sense of self

“It's a very promising time in the evolution

of our sexual culture,” states Untalan, “but Rio
comes from a very Catholic family where there's
still a lot of incredible bias, most of which is
manifested i the form of his -_{I.lrthlnn’]u'l who
believes he is cursed because of his sexuality.”
Rio asserts, however, that love is etemnal
ind goes beyond body and gender. And he is
determined to prove that who he is is not a

Sdys

curse in and of itself. “That's the strugele,”
Untalan, “and a very profound one.”

i !L‘ mMany “l'\ll\ll minorities, l{‘.l‘ Il'l'|“ ];Ll' i
mishit, a trait shared by his creator, Portland
playwright Connor Kerns. “I don't fit in with
this American culture. | don't fit in with my
co-workers. Whether you're an artist, \\}lcT]!t‘l'
vou're gay, a minority or mixed blood, we just
don't fit in. And so what do you do? Do you
rail against it? Do you hide!™ ponders Kerns. “|
guess if you talk to anyone in the entire world,
[ think they would feel like they were a misfit.”

How these misfits relate to each other and
“As a

straight man, | envy that relationship that a gay

!l!\l' Cild }1 -!llil'l' fascinate T]'u' WTIer

man has mrh .m--lfn-l m:an !\u AUSC 1IN some
sense | can't have it,” Kems shares. “For some of

LIS, lli Il'"w [}It' WAy We want our Tl'].t”lllhlill'\

Queer essence

Het star and scribe create
a new play of gay love

BY TIMOTHY KRAUSE

with some other man to be, as a father or a
brother or a friend or whatever. |As Rio says in
the play,] ‘A man to answer our questions and
to keep us safe and to love us with strong arms
ind strong hands, caress us, hold us and stand
us up and challenge us to face the unknown.”
[hose are the essential qualities that we want.”

['\l'll i i\.‘. l\.l\‘ rcimains l'i“l."\\l.'t.i \\”}] I”‘
father being all these wonderful things, and
Untalan identifies personally with his charac
ter’s quest to leam more facts about a man he
}1.l\l'TII\ H“.I',_"'l“l.“l

“My father died when | was 3,” he says.
“And what | have found was that you have a
constant \i|.1|.n,;:u' with this i‘}n.mluln You ry
to fill in the mental picture of this person with
fantasies, and you always want to think the
best of him. So [Rio] has been fed this fantasy
of his father by his mother, who wanted to take
care of him and protect him.”

But a question keeps nagging Rio: Did his
father kill himself?

“That’s part of the mystery of the play,” says
Untalan. “His grandmother says ves, he shot
himself...but everybody else in his family doesn't
say anything about it. So there's a heightened
need for him to know more. | don't think you
come to a resting place in trying to identify a
missing parent.”

Kemns was tuming 30 when he wrote the play
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Actor Rafae
Aug. 16 at Mago Hunt Center

and says he was “grappling with those same
issues: What does it mean to be a man? What
does it mean to have your ideals compromised by
what clearly you're leaming is reality? | was raised
Catholic, and | have a great affection for many of
the things about the church. And a lot of things
have really disappointed me. In a way, it's all the
same thing: a parent who doesn't live up to your
expectations. ..and how do you reconcile that.”

And how do two straight men come to
terms with a gay play’

“It’s all about love. How we love, and how
we \il\ll'l |u\'c." SAays Kcrm.
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| Untalan (right) plays gay again in The Child Is Father of the Man through

Untalan adds that, for him personally, “it
just reinforces that, ultimately, the question is
not who you love, but do you love.” J/

THE CHILD IS FATHER OF THE MAN plays 8 p.m.
Thursday to Saturday through Aug. 16 at
University of Portland’s Mago Hunt Center,

5000 N. Willamette Blvd. Additional performance
at 2 p.m. Aug. 10. Tickets are $10-$12 from box
office or 503-285-2826

Features Editor TIMOTHY KRAUSE can be reached
at tim@justout.com
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