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Designer Rocks

Any Image etched in stone

We produce high quality laser
Photograph images on granite tiles

¥ Unique Gifts

¥ Special Occasion

¥ Custom Entry Ways

¥ Mantel Designs

¥ Award Plaques

¥ Memorial Markers

¥ Create Your Own
Vision In Granite

' 360-699-1810
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PRESCRIPTION EYEWEAR
GLASSES & CONTACTS
LICENSED & CERTIFIED OPTICIAN

2808 NE MLK Jr Blvd, Suite C
Portland, OR 97212
Located next to
Billy Reed’s Restaurant

503.335.7173

Lesbian Owned & Operated

503-232-3600

2454 E. Burnside * Portland, OR 97214
www.fergusonauto.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1952
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¢ Collision Repair
Problems Solved
Wheel Alignment
Tires
Oil Changes
Break-in Repairs

LAURELHURST
DENTISTRY

CLARICE JOHNSTON DM.D

R ASSOCGCIATES

* Treatment explained and discussed
* Teeth whitening

* New patients welcome

503/233-3622 <=

2520 East Burnside
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Chief Justice William Rehnquist and Justice
Clarence Thomas. He even read portions of it
from the bench, a supreme anomaly
Scalia lamented that the decision “effective
lecrees the end of all morals legislation. If,

The Court asscrts, the promotion of majoritarian
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He warned, y opinton dismantles the
SErUCTure
ted a distinction to be made between he Terosex
ual and homosexual unions, insofar as formal
recognition i marriage s concerned,” and
opens the way to gay marriages

Thomas, while joining in the dissent because
he does not believe the Constitution contains a
right to privacy, broke tradition by issuing a sepa-
rate one-page dissent. He called the Texas law
“uncommonly silly” and said that if he was a mem-
ber of the state Legislature, he would vore to repeal
because it “does not appear to be a worthy way to
expend valuable law enforcement resources.”

‘A LANDMARK RULING’

his s an historic, transformative deci-
sion. It sweeps away one of the court’s
gravest mistakes, Bowers vs. Hardwick, and it
13 remaining consensual
sodomy statutes that still exist...that have been

sweeps away the

used as excuses for discrimination against gay
men and lesbians,” Ruth Harlow said at a Wash-
mgton, D.C., news conference. She was lead
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“It was also a recognition of gay people’s

humanity,” she said. “This 1s constitutional rights
in our real lives, in our homes, in our relation-
ships. This 1s a great statement that the Constitu-
tion means something for all Americans.”

Kevin Cathcart, Lambda Legal executive
director, added: “We have a great new day here
in America. Nort just a great new day for GLBT
1".._" [i‘ }‘l” Tor everyone \\Ir!- ' N lilfL"‘ [‘”\.I'.,\_ 'u\.!" J
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values hiberty under the United States Constitu
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we might have

“The court has moved to heal a great wound that
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she \.II\{ “It wall shift \h‘!“].”h.i”'u the discourse on
gay people and about gay life for years to come.”

Harlow said the ruling “changes the landscape
It sends a signal to not only courts but also to leg
islatures that we deserve equality and full respect.”
[t is “not a replacement™ for measures such as the
Employment Nondiscrimination Act. Legislation
is still necessary Lo protect against private milw'rlm'
ination in employment and other areas

Harlow noted that Scalia’s dissent in 1996
Romer vs. Evans—the case that struck down Col-
orado’s anti-gay Amendment 2—"predicted that
Bowers would not stand, and he was correct.” In his
Lawrence dissent, he predicted that gay marriage
was the logical outcome of the majority decision.

Harlow called him “a great predictor of
future developments™ and hoped that this, too,
comes true. “We do not believe that the states
have a compelling interest in regulating gay
lives.” That includes MATTIALC.

Cathcart tound it “very interesting that the
court cited European courts and roles, which is
not a common thing to do.” He suggested that
they were look g to those courts ior |r_'.|.h-l~il|;\
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“Today's historic victory marks a new chapter

for gay and leshian civil rnights in America. We
e one step closer to realizing fairness and
quality for gay and lesbian members of th
\merican family,” said Patrick Guernier
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THE CASE

Ti'ﬁt’ TL'X:[‘ \l)kll'['ll\' (b
began in 1998 when

police, responding to what
ultimately tumed out to be a

false “weapons disturbance”
report by a neighbor, entered
the apartment of John G.

A
John Lawrence

Lawrence in the Houston suburbs.

They didn't find any weapons, but they did
observe him and Tyron Garner engaging in sex.
The pair were arrested for violating a state law
that prohibits sodomy between members of the
same sex but not between people of the opposite
sex. They were held overnight in jail, convicted
and fined $200 each.

The case rattled around the state’s legal sys-
tem. A panel of judges on the Texas Court of
Appeals declared the law unconstitutional on
grounds of equal protection and privacy, but the
full court reversed that by a vote of 7-2. They
ruled that the statute “advances a legitimate
state interest, namely preserving public morals.”

The court at the next level of appeals even-
Flt*ii\ \1('\5!T1L.i o LL'L{'[‘? TI’\(' case. I!i\i}_’t"\ are
elected in Texas
In 1986, by a vote of 5-4, the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled in Bowers vs. Hardwick that con-

senting adults had no consti-
right to private
homosexual conduct and
[h.” states may enact ‘ﬂ‘\tl‘”‘\'
laws. The decision was high-
ly controversial, and Justice
Powell later rold
friends he regretted having
joined the majority
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Tyron Garner

U.S. society's attitude toward gay men and
lesbians has changed significantly during the
17 years since the Bowers decision. Half of the
states had some kind of sodomy law on the
books in 1986. Today they remain in only 13,
as state courts have struck them down as
unconstitutional and state legislatures have
repealed them.

The U.S. Supreme Court agreed to hear the
Lawrence appeal in December 2002, oral argu-
ments were presented at the end of March, and
the decision came down June 26.

In a telephone news conference, Lawrence
read a statement from him and Gamer saving
that they were “pleased” with the decision. “It
opens the door for gay people all across the
country to be treated equally.” Neither of them
had sought to be public figures, and now they

are happy to get on with their lives.

—BR M


http://www.fergusonauto.com

