
16 iunfi2û. 2ÛÛ3

Blessed Are the Queer in Heart 
for They Shall See God

Okay, so that isn't exactly what Jesus said!
But is being "queer in heart" incompatible with being pure in heart?

Dr. D obson , R everend Fa lw e ll and o th e rs  w o u ld  in s is t th a t it is. To them , 
em brac ing  o ne 's  gayness is tan tam oun t to  laying down co ld  cash fo r a one way 
ticke t to  hell. Their so lu tion  is to  consign gay people to  an ex-gay chapter w ith the 
goal o f chang ing  us in to  'n o rm a l' hete rosexua ls . The ir m inds  are so frozen by 
theo logy tha t they ca n 't conceive o f the poss ib ility  ou r sexuality is God-given rather 
than the p roduct o f sin. One is rem inded o f the Pharisees and scribes who were so 
s tu ck  in th e ir in h e rite d , tra d itio n a l view s o f sc rip tu re  tha t they c o u ld n 't fa thom  
Jesus' teachings. Referring to  th e ir zealous app lica tions o f The Law, he accused 
them  o f load ing  o thers  w ith  unbearable  burdens. Like the Pharisees, today's cu lture  
bound re lig ious trad itiona lis ts  have it wrong!

O ur curse is not o u r sexual o rien ta tion ;
It is hom ophob ia .

O ur task in life  is not to  fu tile ly  a ttem p t to  change in to  som eone 
God never in tended us to  be;

It is to  in tegrate ou r sp iritua lity  and ou r sexuality to  becom e 
w hole and au then tic  hum an beings.

O ur goal is not to  m arry som eone o f the opposite  sex to  fit a 
trad itiona l m o ld ;

It is to  d iscover the fu llness and richness o f lives well lived in 
response to  o u r au then tic  ca lling  from  the God who created us.

W ounded by the hom ophob ia  we faced when grow ing up, many o f us haven't 
figured ou t how to  express o u r sexuality in a healthy, life-g iving fashion. Living so 
long in fear that o thers w ou ld  d iscover ou r true identity , we find  it hard to  trust and 
fo rm  in tim a te  re la tionsh ips  and too  easily m istake  sexual con tac t fo r em o tiona l 
in tim acy. Some o f us find  ourselves behaving sexually in ways that co n flic t w ith our 
deepest values, yet we cannot seem to  break the pattern.

O ur healing begins when we fina lly  accept tha t Wfeing gay is a g ift and have the 
courage to  see ourse lves as we really are. Only then can we tru ly  begin to  open our 
hearts to  God and others. By liv ing  lives based on ou r deepest truths, we begin the 
p ilgrim age tha t leads to  be ing  both queer in heart and pure in heart.

A Message from the Anaw im  C om m unity
Gay men seeking to follow Jesus through lives of prayer and service to others.
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Thanks Elise...‘W o / only were you very 
professional in all aspects o f our real estate 
transaction, you were very kind, considerate and 
above all very understanding. We mean that in a 
human sense, since this dealt with the sale o f our 
mother's home. All we can say is Thank You, from 
the bottom of our hearts. ” -  Mark & Cheryl

Elise Campbell, gri.abr
Estate Broker, Million Dollar Club

Service is the Key t^ t
Sim ple!

Call Today! 503 -307-1353
Email: Elise@Realtor.com 
Web: www.EliseCampbell.com 
Office: 503-233-4363 
Fax: 503-233-4413 ^
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Rose Citi
Multiple Specialists

o all credit/loan types 
« free consultation 

o SO down loans

A p p ly  a t www.RosetityMttj.com o r  c a l i  503.768.4248

« first-timers welcome

Helping people 

buy homes, every day

New
Hair Removal

Recent FDA approval makes 
all other lasers obsolete
Used and endorsed by world-ranownad
Or. Patrick Bitter* (Inventor of ttia Foto Facial)
•Pairttass
•Only FOA-approved laser to treat all hair colors 
•Safest laser for treating all skin colors 
•Unbeatable results

now sweeping through 
malls across North America. 
Imagine a laser so affordable, 
painless and permanent 
enough that it would 
eliminate shaving, plucking, 
waxing, razor bumps and 
electrolysis forever 
I t ’s  h e re !

• Bikini Line • Underarms
• Lip «Chin • All Small Areas

$39.95
• Lower Leg • Upper Leg
• Back • Shoulders
• All Large Body Parts
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(M er s/un centers 
Clackamas Town Center 
800.750.4416 
w w w .n u v o in te rn a t io n a l.c o m

The Fanno C re e k  C lin ic  
is R e c ru itin g  fo r a N ew  

H I V Research Study
W e are currently  studying th e  safety and effectiveness o f an 
investigational fo rm u la tio n  o f m arketed  H IV drugs w hen  
given in com bination  w ith  o th er H IV drugs. If  you are 18 
years o f age or older, are HIV positive and have not ever 
tak en  any an ti-H IV  drugs, you may qua lify  to  partic ipate. All 
study re la ted  o ffice  visits, medical exams, and study 
m edication  are provided a t no cost to  patients.

FOR M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  C O N T A C T :

Lisa Zeig ler at 503-452-0915 x30  

Accentinp N ew  Patients
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