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Community, not conformity
As we come together to celebrate Gay Pride, diversity of thought and speech must also be honored

elcome to June, nationally acknowledged month of 
Gay Pride. In Portland, Pride Northwest has sched­
uled festivities for the weekend of June 14 and 15.

In this issue of Just Out you’ll find the official pro­
gram for Pride Northwest. Working in partnership 

with the event organizers, Just Out has, for the first time, handled the 
complete production and distribution of the program. This joint effort 
lowers costs for everyone, eliminates duplication of effort and energy 
and makes the program available to increased numbers of readers via 
the Just Out distribution network. Additional copies of the program will 
he available and widely distributed at the festival 
site.

Let it please he noted that my staff performed a 
Herculean task in preparing essentially two papers 
in a time frame already shortened by a holiday 
weekend. They did an awesome job for all of you 
and are to be commended. We are confident you 
will find the articles and scheduling information a 
helpful tool in your planning and enjoyment of 
“Lions and Tigers and Queers, Oh My!”

The Just Out staff will be at our booth at Water­
front Park all weekend— the exception to this being 
that during the parade you’ll find us marching 
proudly along with the many other groups and or­
ganizations that come together to create this lively 
and energetic event. But before and after the parade 
we invite you to drop by and meet us and share 
your thoughts on, well, just about any topic you’d 
like. Please note that readers with the most intense 
agendas are encouraged to come visit early in the 
day— when we’re most likely to be warmly 
amenable to your suggestions. Just kidding, of
course.

ay Pride will likely have different meanings to 
J  everyone you might ask. Frequently heard 

words and phrases include the likes of “honoring 
diversity" and “being free to be myself.” Less likely to be heard is the 
notion of “proud to he part of a co-joined group that speaks, thinks and 
acts alike.”

While the aforementioned celebration of diversity is most commonly 
associated with diversity of culture, sexual preference, religion, gender 
identity and ethnicity, I think it’s crucial to reinforce the notion that 
diversity of thought and speech must also be honored. We are not now, 
never have been and never should be a community bf one thought. We 
are united neither in uniformity nor conformity. Nor should we ever be 
united in denying anyone right of expression. We are not of one voice. 
We have the right to expression, the right to speak, the right to dis­
agree. No one should speak for another, nor should anyone allow anoth­
er to speak for them.
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In this space 1 speak only for myself. Not for my staff, not for family, 
neither for friends. I speak for myself. This is my right. In turn, I offer all 
others the chance to speak their voices within these pages.

With few exceptions, all viewpoints and expressions are welcome. 
Anonymity is one of those exceptions. To put power to your voice, you 
must put a name to your words.

I recently received a card that said: “You are not me, I am not you. 
Stop talking for me." Well, listen, please, think about this. In choosing 
to be anonymous, you empower me to speak for you. This is a truth. 
Those who do not speak for themselves will always have others speak 

for them. My words carry my name, my face. For 
yours to have meaning, so must they.

And at the same time all of us must be, should be, 
watchful and wary of those who do claim to speak in 
our names. We are not united in all causes and 
should be diligent in protest toward those who would 
proclaim unity in the name of promoting their own 
agenda. We should be concerned about those who 
would exploit and manipulate the tragedies and 
crises of others— especially if it’s in our name.w ords can be powerful. They can frighten, they

can intimidate. Words can cause fear and pro­
voke defensive reactions. The words "gay marriage” 
can have this impact on aspects of heterosexual soci­
ety. The dislike for the words, the imagined reality, 
overwhelms the truth and the structure of the concept.

Another example is the word “racist.” My 
experience is that the mere sound and usage cre­
ates such a negative reaction that context and 
intended meaning become lost in the reactionary 
fear and denial.

Who among us actually wants to step up and 
admit they are racist? The word in and of itself is so 
powerful, so fearsome, so loathsome that the 
instinctive reaction is to recoil and deny. This 
dynamic does not create a good place from which 

to foster dialogue and understanding. How can we work to understand 
the concept when we can’t even face the word and its implications?

Is nonacceptance of the label, the word, another act of racism in and 
of itself? Would creation and/or usage of a “softer,” “kinder,” “gentler” 
word allow those needing the dialogue and the work the flexibility to 
drop their defenses and step forward with greater trust and less fear?

Words can be powerful. They can frighten. They can intimidate.
How do we work through these words, their wounds and their 

accompanying fears? Is there an answer in the concept of Gay Pride? In 
Gay Pride can we find the personal power to acknowledge other areas 
and aspects of our lives where we need to change, grow and be the best 
we can be? To me that is Gay Pride: being the best we can be. Even 
when it’s very, very hard.

REFLECTIONS 10 years ago in
•  Airman apprentice Terry M . HeNey « to tte d  r  a May 3 hearing that 
he beat gpy shipmate A im  ScNndter to death at i  Japanese t o e  
last year. Hefcey. 21, of Wetland, Mich., was charged last year with 
the premeditated murder o f Schindfor. 22, of Chicago.

•  A group of conservative Christiana has invited members of 
Congress to view a videotape of events they say the public never 
saw during the April 25 gay and lesbian match on Washington, 0 .0 . 
The video, The Homosexual Assault on Washington, features shots 
of bare-breasted women, kngering kisses between men and leather 
enthusiasts in dog collars and nose and nipple rings.

•  Gov. Barbara Roberts started the year by prioritizing human 
rights for a l Oregonians. She proposed a bfl to create an 11- 
member Human Rights Commission, which would concentrate on 
education and mediation.

•  The Multnomah County Board of Commissioners renamed the 
G i BuHdng at 426 S.W . Stark St the Gladys McCoy Buiidtag

at e memorial sendee held in early May. The Portland Gey M en’s Chorus 
end state Rep. M argaret  C arter sang at the dedfoadon.

•  The Rrst Tuesday Coffeehouse features Women of Color Night on 
June 1. Performers include Marie W ebster and Jeanette Spencer.

•  For the Rrst time in the history o f Portland Pride, the mayor w i be 
marching. Vera Katz has canceled her plans to be out of town in order 
to march with us in this year's parade.

•  O f the 545 reported bias crimes throughout Oregon In 1992 ,24 0  were 
based on race or color, 57 were based on national origin, 36 were based 
on rekgion. 97 were based on sexual orientation, 92 were baaed on 
pottcal beiefs, 22 were based on economic or social statue, and one 
was based on handfoap.
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