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Finger-lickin' good
Croonin’ and spoonin’ up barbecue at Tennessee Red’s
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TransFamilies
For the Family & Friends of Transgender People •

Saturday, April 26,1 PM
Meets at First Congregational United Church of Christ 

1 1 2 6  S W  Park Ave., Across from the Art Museum, 2 2 8 -7 2 1 9

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!
TransFamilies is not affiliated with any other organization.

Sarah Cautle-French sets

J P !  ince Kim Shaw acquired Tennessee Red’s 
in the fall of 2002, barbecue and karaoke 
have gone together like lesbians and the 

x tJr  Egyptian Club (which Shaw also happens 
to own). Two nights a week, it’s the new hot 
spot for karaoke singers, while the barbecue is 
hot all week long.

Whether you’re in the mood for brisket or 
gumbo or to sing your favorite song, Ten­
nessee Red’s, on the cusp of Ladd’s Addition 
at 2 13 3 S.E. I lth Ave., is the place to go.

Since the purchase by Shaw and her busi­
ness partner, Sarah Cautle-French, there have 
been few changes to this Portland barbecue 
staple of the past eight years. The women 
have no big plans to change the bar, aside 
from the strapping cocktails they’ve been 
pouring with their new liquor license.

Also, in the past, Tennessee Red’s had 
been more of sit-down place that moved a lot 
of takeout. Now, the two hope to bring in the 
industrial neighhorhcxxl for lunch specials and 
the bar crowd at night.

After the sun goes down “it’s a hangout 
neighhorhixxJ place,” says Shaw. While the 
clientele is a mixed crowd, “we do have a fun, 
hip group of gay men that regularly come in.”

In addition to the locals trickling in for a 
cold beer or one of their house drinks, many 
“neighhorhcxxl people also contribute to the 
place, which is kind o f cool,” says Cautle- 
French. “One person...donated a bubble 
machine because he thought it would look 
cool during the DJ and the karaoke...another 
neighbor-patron painted flames on the wall 
near the kitchen.”

If you’re riding by on your bike, don’t be 
surprised if you get knocked over by the smell 
of barbecue, as they smoke their meat outside 
(even in the inevitable rain). The sauce, an 
original recipe Cautle-French excavated from 
a box in the kitchen, is used to give the menu 
items a sweet, smoky kick.

The pool table and pinball and lottery 
machines add saloon ambiance to Tennessee 
Red’s, hut the big draw is karaoke jockey 
Chris, who adds a little spice to your meal 
beginning at 9 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays.

Warming up the crowd with tunes like “The 
Devil Went Down to Georgia,” Chris reins in 
others who bravely sing out of key and a few 
who belt out better versions of “Love Me Ten­
der" than Elvis himself.

If singing’s not your thing, but an aperitif and 
late bites are, check out the place after dark. 
With drinks like “Gee, but I hate to go home 
alone”— a concoction of tequila, sweet and sour, 
Midori, Grand Marnier and a splash of lime 
juice— you’re sure to stay later than you should. 
The late-night menu, which is served from 
10 p.m., is both reasonable and generous, offer­
ing comfort food like a rack of ribs and Jo Jo’s.

And, like any good 
bar, when KJ Chris isn’t 
sliding in the CDs, your 
dollar hills at the juke­
box are. The box is as 
diverse as the neighbor- 
htxxJ— Neil Young,
Modest Mouse, Willie 
Nelson and Sarah 
Vaughan— and sure to 
give anyone a reason to 
bounce from one foot 
to the other while wait­
ing for the pulled pork.

So whether you’re 
looking for some gixxJ 
sticky-fingered barbe­
cue, to sing an old 
tune or for a new 
watering hole to hang 
your hat in, Tennessee 
Red’s is unpretentious, 
is gay-owned and has 
the best early-week 
karaoke scene in 
town, j n

T ennessee Red’s is 
open from 11 a.m . to 
2:30 a.m . weekdays 
and from  noon to 2:30 a.m. 
weekends. Call them at 503-23/-1710.

GlNA Daggett is a Portland free-lance writer.
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(The only thing we haven't changed is the sign, but we're working on it)
•  Adult Novelties
•  Tobacco Products 

& Accessories
• DVDs & Videos 

Starting @ $9.99
•  Current Issues 

of All Your
Favorite Magazines "XceptionaNy Clean, Xtremely Friendly Staff, Xtroordinary Selection"— Xdtemeat Magazine

V ID E O  A R C A D E  B O O T H S
f e a t u r i n g

5 0  C H A N N E L S *  T O  S U IT  
A N Y  TASTE Buddy Glass

503.771. M35 
7020 SE Foster Rd

SfiAinq ha A ApAunq,
Ihc qhaAA JiaA hiA,

9  wotvdsAA wJtßAß mij. now dale la.

Cluck out Uu ßuit J  Mandi, (Loia fiaKAonah on paga S3 oA 
u)Kits tfouK own $Kas SO woKctcut ed www.luAtout.com

Sexy Gifts - Exciting Ideas 
and Unique Apparatus

Corner o f  Sandy Blvd. &  NE 64th  
3106  NE 64th  Portland, O R  97213

503 280  8080

In Concert

Tony Winner -  Broadway's 
"Jerom e R obbins' B roadw ay!"  

Fri. & Sat., April 25th & 26th

S h o w  T i m e s

Fri. 7-9PM  & io-Midnight * Sat. 3-5PM  

M ingle with Debbie Gravitte and get a personalized autograph 

in this intimate evening o f music and entertainment.

Call ( 8 0 0 )  2 2 4 - 3 9 0 1  or ( 5 0 3 )  2 2 4 - 3 9 0 0
Visit www.portlandspirit.com
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