
1mewsvin;

Ultra Violet is Africa’s first gay bookstore 

SOUTH AFRICA

T he education department in the South 
African province of Bloemfontein ordered 

Lereko High School to let a lesbian come hack 
to schcxil March 14 even though she refuses to 
wear a skirt.

Soliwe Ndamane, 17, had been wearing 
pants for three years, hut teachers decided about 
a month ago that she was a had influence. The 
education department told the school to stop 
discriminating based on sexual orientation, 
which is banned by South Africa’s Constitution.
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S outh Africa’s Constitutional Court ruled 
March 17 that gay couples must receive the 

same financial benefits as straight couples.
Lesbian High Court judge Kathy Satchwell had 

sued to obtain work-related benefits, such as travel 
allowances and pensions, for her partner. She 
pointed out that the South African Constitution 
bans discrimination based on sexual orientation.

A frica’s first gay bookstore has opened in 
Johannesburg. Ultra Violet Book Café is 

located at Second Avenue and Main Road in 
the Melville neighborhood.

“There are htxiks for everyone—gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals, transsexuals, transgendered people and 
anyone interested in gender politics and sexual 
identity,” owner Michelle Kneisel told the gay 
newspaper Exit. “1 envisage that Ultra Violet Btx>k 
Café will become a central point for the gay com­
munity, a safe place for us to gather and network.”

EGYPT

V erdicts were handed down March 15 in the 
retrial of 50 Egyptian men charged with 

habitual debauchery. As in the earlier trial, 21 of 
the men were convicted and 29 were acquitted.

They were arrested in May 2001 at a gay dis­
cotheque and elsewhere in Cairo. Following an 
international outcry from human rights defend­
ers, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak declared 
the first trial invalid, saying it tw k place in the 
wrong kind of court.

The new sentences are harsher than the ear­
lier ones. The men will he jailed for three years 
at hard labor, unless the convictions are over­
turned on appeal.

GERMANY

C"'t ay Berlin Mayor Klaus Wowereit is pro- 
* moting the city as a gay tourism destina­

tion. Joining with the German Headquarters for 
Tourism to unveil the travel guide Gay-Friendly

Germany at the International Tourism 
Exchange fair March 10, he said, “There is a 
huge market gap to be filled.”

The publication reportedly is targeted primar­
ily at U.S. citizens. Wowereit said that Berlin’s 
gay scene is Germany’s largest and that the per­
sistence of anti-gay bias makes it important for 
the city to promote its welcoming attitude.

GREECE
I  police raided the Athens gay bar Spices Club 
J during an invitation-only party Feb. 20, 
activists said.

Six men were arrested and jailed for five 
days: the owner, the disc jockey, the bartender 
and three patrons who were found in the dark 
room. The bar has remained closed since.

Police said the raid was part of a crackdown on 
pedophilia and Internet child pornography. 
Among the charges filed against the men were 
indecent behavior, possession and use of narcotics, 
possession of pornography, pandering of pedophil­
ia and Internet trafficking of child pornography.

Activists maintain there is no connection 
between the bar and pedophilia or kiddie pom. 
“It would seem that the police had their own 
reasons for investigating and raiding Spices,” 
Maria Cyber said.

CANADA

T he Fehruary/March issue of the U.S. lesbian 
sex magazine On Our Backs was distributed 

in Canada with three photos obscured by stick­
ers. The photos, by Fakir Musafar, depicted les­
bian bondage scenes.

“I’m shocked,” the magazine’s managing edi­
tor, Diana Cage, told Vancouver’s Xtra! West. “I 
don’t understand how we’ve been catapulted 
back to Victorian times.”

The decision to sticker over the pages was 
made by the Canadian distributor Disticor on 
recommendation from the Periodical Marketers 
of Canada, a self-policing industry group. Cana­
da’s press obscenity laws are, in some areas, more 
restrictive than those in the United States.

RUSSIA

S tarting July 1, the Russian military no longer 
will draft drug users, HIV-positive people or 

people with personality, emotional or behavioral 
disorders, including people with an “untraditional 
sexual orientation,” the chairman of the Central 
Military Medical Commission, Maj. Gen. Valery 
Kulikov, told the Interfax news agency March 13. 
The government approved the restrictions Feb. 25.

Explaining the ban on gays, Kulikov said: “This 
is not a medical matter. The classification of 
diseases by the World Health Organization does 
not include such a disease. The new rules are based 
on international norms. So we are not calling this 
a diagnosis. However, people [of untraditional sex­
ual orientation] suffer some psychological changes, 
while people with personality disorders are not 
eligible for the draft in compliance with medical 
examination rules for servicemen."

TANZANIA

A bout 300 Muslims marched against a 
planned visit by 100 U.S. gay tourists 

March 14 in Dar es Salaam.
They said that homosexuality is immoral and 

that those who practice it should be put to death. 
“Homosexuality is foreign to Africa, and it is total­
ly against the teachings of Islam outlined in the 
Holy Koran,” Sheikh Mussa Kileo told the crowd.

The protest was organized by the Council of 
Muslim Clerics. According to local reports, the 
unnamed gay tour group postponed its visit in 
response to the hostilities. JP1

Compiled by R ex WOCKNER, who has reported 
for the gay press since 1985. He has a bachelor's 
degree m journalism from Drake University and 
started his career as a radio reporter.

IT S  ALL IN YOUR HEAD’
TRAIN YOUR BRAIN. CHANGE YOUR LIFE.

If you are struggling 
with depression, 

anxiety, panic attacks, 
attention issues, 

stress, sleep 
problems, mental 

clarity, or are seeking 
a peak performance 

edge, contact:
Nora Gedgaudas 

Neurotherapist 
Nutritional Specialist

"Nora is one of the most talented 
practitioners of neurotherapy in the 
nation Her presence will be a wonderful 
opportunity for those in the Portland area 
to receive neurotherapy at the hands of 
one of the masters of the field ."
-Matthew J Fletschman, PhD, PC 
Director: Center for Attention and Learning 
Lane County Psychologist of the Yeai, 2002

7 have to date lost 22 lbs and am off 
Zoloft All thanks to you. You are a 
goddess ’
-Don Clarkson. Mayor (Mosier, OR) 
and Personal Coach

Northwest Neurofeedback
Johnson Street Professional Building i call for a fra# consultation 
1920 NW Johnson Street., Suite 100 Office: 503-274-7733 • Fax: 503-274-7770 

Portland. OR 97209 I www.northwast-naurofaadback.com

YOUR WILLAMETTE VALLEY FAMILY 
REAL ESTATE CONNECTION

CLARK MOUSE 
Sales Assoc ia te

Î
I su p p ort GALA ch o ru ses!

Rehearsals (no auditions required) for the June Concert Series 
Confluence ]  b*9 ln SuiKlay March 16th from 4:00-6:30p.m.

at the UU Church in Salem. 5090 Center Street. NE.
> Ail Welcome!

(5 4 1 ) 7 5 8 -1 2 3 4  x 21 1
e-mail: clarhshouses@aol.com 1575 NW 9th Street • Corvallis. OR 97330

YOU DELIVER* justrrrn
Must have reliable transportation.

1 st & 3rd Fridays only, 
approx. 4-6 hrs. per route. 

Call Marie at (503) 236-1252.

602 SE 38th Ave. 
Portland, OR 97214
503.231.3922
Wed - Sat PRU L M ITCH ELL

Get
Your Sha9 
in Shape!

Call Now!
Deep Clean  

Carpet 
System s
Gay-owned 5 operated

•carpet cleaning 
•upholstery 

•oriental rugs 
•window blind cleaning

Mention this ad 
for $5 off

503-590-4746 deepcleancarpet.com

Thanks EHse... 7 was thoroughly pleased with 
the services I received from Elise. Her knowledge 
and expertise gave me the trust and confidence / 
needed in order to make such big and important 
decisions. I felt supported and knowledgeable 
during this process in what would normally have 
felt like an overwhelming experience." - Judy

Elise Campbell, GRi.ABR
Real Estate Broker, Million Dollar Club

Service is the Key
S im p le!

Call Today! 503- 307-1353
Email: Elise@Realtor.com 
Web; www.EliseCampbell.com 
Office: 503-233-4363 
Fax: 503-233-4413 ^
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