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That'’s right. Already infamous as a night of depravity and
debauchery, the third annual Red Dress Party has outgrown its
humble basement beginnings and is moving to a former grain
warehouse in North Portland on March 29.
With the move, the event also becomes a fund-raiser for the
Kids Connection program at Cascade AIDS Project. Kids Connec-
tion helps HIV-affected children and their families access resources
and services such as counseling, medical care and immunizations.
Food for the affair has been donated by Afares Catering and
- by Chameleon Restaurant, and liquor is being provided by
Mint, whose owner, Lucy Brennan, has created a berry vodka
cocktail called “Red” especially for the event.
You can do full-on drag for the event if you want to, but
; really, all you need is that little red dress to get you through the
Tara Jane O’Neil brings her ambient sounds to the Blacird door. Ct'm}mlz:rt?e “,‘f‘“‘hjr jltefﬁ Ij{;wth“?w ‘Eutes"t}?at' ﬁ:er}he
T T more masculine-oriented, safe choices for shoes “have been
. combat boots.” But, he warns, “I expect to see a bit more exper-
imentation in footwear choices.” '
Lend her your keen ears The Red Dress Party is 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. March 29 at
. all her courageous. Tara Jane O’Neil is a musician who 2119 N. Kerby Ave. Tickets are $20 or $15 in advance from
cllngers in obscurity. Her recordings are quiet, ambient, Balloons on Broadway, Gai-Pied or reddresspdx@yahoo.com.
experimental. Her live performances—one of which you'll
find March 26 at the Blackbird—demand you to be patient, to
find your keen ears, to accept subtle aural information.
And her boldness extends beyond sound—into the personal
and the political. O'Neil’s latest album, TJO TKO, is released
on Mr. Lady Records, the dyke-run label churning out creamy
music by artists like Doria Roberts, Sarah Dougher and The
Butchies. She also plays all of her own instruments and writes
- her own songs. What more could you ask for?
A DIY alternagirl to the bone, O'Neil also collaborates with
her life partner, Cynthia Nelson, in the studio (or, more likely, at
home with a four-track and headphones). After meeting on a film
set (director Suki Hawley’s indie-rock road film Half-Cocked) and
falling in love, the couple took the next logical step—started a
band and named it Retsin, hit the road, made a bunch of records. .
Since her Louisville, Ky., band Rodan split up in 1994, O'Neil = & :
has been a regenerative organism reproducing like mad. In 10 years = Peggy Melanson (left) and Catherine Thoele exhibited
she's formed three bands and released 12 albums (five solo, five extreme dyke power on the slopes of Timberline at the
with Retsin, two with The Sonora Pine). Winter Games of Oregon
- Oh yeah, and O'Neil has added her spooky vocals and
instrumental/producing talents to a bunch of other people’s
albums, incluging Sebadoh’s Bakesale, Papa M’s Whuetgf. Mor- n'kes dominate S|°pes
tal and k.’s (aka Karla Schikele) last two releases. atherine Thoele of Welches decimated the field in the
Expect a different part of your cerebral cortex to be stimulated cWinter Games of Oregon slope style competition March 2
from a night with Tara Jane O'Neil. Listening to her music might at Timberline.
require more from you, but if you open your ears, it just mightbe | Slope style is a contest in which skiers ride jumps and rails
worth it. in a terrain park format. They're scored on difficulty of tricks
Tara Jane O'Neil plays the Blackbird at 10 p.m. March 26. | and overall style. Thoele took home the gold in her age group
Tickets are $7 from www.insound.com or at the door. - as well as gold for the entire event in the women’s division.
' Her partner, Peggy Melanson—who apparently whipped the
crowd into shape with theatrical flair during a rendition of the
Want to be head leshian? gl:rlt::gcsts;)lr;g at the closing ceremonies—brought home silver
he Portland Lesbian Choir is looking for a new head lesbian. Lesbians excelling in sports...what next?
- After several years as the group’s director, Teri Beemer The Winter Games of Oregon are held every year at Tim-
has decided to step down and take some time off from the | berline and are open to snowboarders and skiers of all ages. J7
choir, which is hard at work preparing for its spring concert.
The choir, says original member Cindy Zrinyi, would love to | Compiled by Lisa BRADSHAW, FLOYD SKLAVER and CORI TARATOOT
get a new director involved as soon as possible, but she “would
actually start directing us at rehearsals in September when we The third annual Red Dress
start up again.” The director position includes a stipend. Party moves from its humble
The group skipped its usual winter concert, Zrinyi says, to con- basement
centrate on the spring show because “we felt like we had enough & beginnings to
energy to produce one major concert this season.” They have, a great, big
- however, been doing smaller performances, such as the one warehouse

at Portland's Intemational Women’s Day on March 8. March 29

The upcoming concert, titled Passion, is May 9 and
10 and includes “a lot of songs that take a look at les-
bian love and relationships,” says Zrinyi, including
Mary Chapin Carpenter’s “Passionate Kisses” and
Holly Near's “Simply Love.”

For more information about the director
position or becoming a member, e-mail
portlandlesbianchoir@hotmail.com.

Red Dress Party

becomes CAP fund-raiser
Accnrding to fashion magazines, the little red dress

is a versatile outfit to have in any girl’s wardrobe.
It can take her from a garden party to a luncheon
to a...warehouse!!
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