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Bump in the Road Theatre
® presents | Think About Life
i Jan. 24 to Feb. 8 at Interstate

Firehouse Cultural Center
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Catie Curtis
will be your valentine

exy and solid lesbian songstress Catie
Caurtis brings her new retrospective
album Acoustic Valentine—featuring the
self-proclaimed gay anthem “Honest
World"—from Boston Harbor to Portland's
Aladdin Theater on Jan. 21 and Eugene's
Wild Duck on Jan. 22, her first West Coast
solo tour since 1995.

After the release of her 1989 indie disc
From Years to Hours and 1995's Truth from
Lies, Curtis was spotted by EMI/Guardian,
which rereleased the latter while assembling
her namesake album, Catie Curtis, which
would assist the folk popster in future song-
writing endeavors—television exposure on
both Dawson’s Creek and Chicago Hope, vari-
ous radio spots and even joining Lilith Fair
on occasion.,

Transitions in both her labels and life gave
birth to the stunning A Crash Course in Roses
in 1999, and, after a brief but important tour
with Dar Williams, her collaborative nature

took the reins with the release and internation-

al band-touring of 2001’s My Shirt Looks Good
on You, where she teams up with some of
Boston's finest, including Mary “Sugar Cane”
Gauthier, mandolinist Jimmy Ryan and Mor-
phine’s Billy Conway. The album also includes
a previously unreleased song by late Morphine
frontman Mark Sandman.

Tickets for Curtis’ Portland and Eugene
shows are $15. Deb Talan opens both shows.

ore than 50 people tell their stories to

four playwrights, who write 30 charac-

ters in 20 scenes by seven actors in one
play called | Think About Life, Bump in the
Road Theatre's premiere production, which
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runs Jan. 24 to Feb. 8 at Interstate Firehouse
Culrural Center.

“Bump in the Road deals with nontradition-
al subjects head on—death and dying, aging,
care giving, long-term illnesses, all or any of
those things which constitute a ‘bump in the
road’ of life,” says theater board member Vivian
Lyman. Each season, she explains, the group
will “approach a different ‘bumpy’ theme."”

I Think About Life presents a collage of
scenes inspired by first-person accounts gath-
ered through interviews with people facing life-
threatening illness, death or loss. Portland play-
wrights attended workshops with people from
Hopewell House, a hospice; Swan House, a
home for people with HIV/AIDS; and Com-
passionate Friends, a support group for grieving
parents. The stories from the workshops served
as a launching point for the fic-

tional scenes in the play. ot
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Tickets for I Think
About Life are $12-$15. Call
503-750-1439 for

reservanons.

1e Guild Theatre will
show Phranc’s

Adventures in
Plastic along with The
Sweetest Sound at 7 p.m.
Jan. 22 as part of its Jewish
Film Festival, which runs
through Feb. 11.

In the one-hour Plastic, the
all-American, Jewish, lesbian, flat-top-wearing
folk singer decides to abandon the crazy Los
Angeles punk-rock music scene and settle
down to a stable family life. This means, of
course, she must don an apron and learn all

there is to know about Tupperware, and her
enthusiasm borders on mania.

Meanwhile, Clinton Street Theatre is the
place for The Portland Mercury's Winter Prozac
Films Series, which at 10 p.m. Jan. 24 presents
The Care Bears Movie. Who gives a shit, you say!
You will, because after the Care Bears will be a

very special screening
of an infamous
short film by a
local queer
director about a
famous singer
with a sad, sad
eating disorder.
Take our word
for it and go.

In this Lifetime?

ifetime Television gives veteran actresses

and gay faves Debbie Allen and Sally

Struthers queer time on its Sunday police
drama The Division. The two will be intro-
duced on the
Jan. 19 episode as a
long-term lesbian
couple whose rela-
tionship is about to
go splitsville. The
two will play the
adoptive mothers of
series regular Taraji
P. Henson—which
means it's possible
they could both be
back for more.

“Isn’t it a sign of
the times,” Struthers
says via a press
announcement,
“that the public
knows me best as
Meathead’s wife,
and now | am going
to be Debbie
Allen’s?” /M

Compiled by Sally Struthers and

LisA BRADSHAW Debbie Allen’s marriage is
and MARIE on the rocks in Lifetime
FLEISCHMANN Television’s The Division




