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overturned the state’s ban on gay adoption, imple-
mented the New Hampshire Safe Schools Act and
officially proclaimed each June as Gay Pride
Month. She remains the only elected official in
the nation to vote for nondiscrimination law
while in the state Senate, then sign it as govermnor.
Shaheen’s Senate opponent, John Sununu,
maintains a dismal record on gay and lesbian
issues. He opposes all nondiscrimination and hate
crime laws that include sexual orientation. He
continually has refused to sign a pledge stating he
will not fire his own staff based on their sexual ori-
entation, and he voted to overturn President Bill
Clinton’s 1998 executive order banning discrimi-
nation against gay and lesbian federal workers.
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"1 " he Michigan Court of Appeals overturned |

Oct. 23 the $29 million judgment in a civil
lawsuit entered against The Jenny Jones Show in
1999 stemming from the murder of a guest,
Scott Amedure, by another guest, Jonathan
Schmitz. It held that the program “had no duty
to anticipate and prevent the act of murder
committed by Schmitz three days after leaving
[the] studio and hundreds of miles away.”

“We are deeply gratified by the court’s rul-
ing,” said Jim Paratore, Telepictures Productions
president. “For seven years, our position consis-
tently and steadfastly has been that the show
was not to blame for this brutal murder, and the
court today affirmed that the case against us had
no legal merit and should have been thrown out
of court long before it ever went to trial.”

Several days before the March 1995 murder,
both men had appeared as guests on an episode of
The Jenny Jones Show. During the taping, Ame-
dure, who was gay, revealed he had a crush on
Schmitz. The two men, who were friends, flew

back to Detroit together, went out drinking and |

made plans to go shopping the following weekend.

HIS PROGRAM Y
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But days later, after Amedure left a blinking

Jonathan Schmitz (center) looks toward his friend
Donna Riley (left) as he is hugged by Scott Amedure

light and sexually suggestive note on Schmitzs |

doorstep, Schmitz went to Amedure’s home and
killed him. Schmitz was convicted of second-degree
murder and is serving a 27- to 50-year sentence.

In its eight-page ruling, the Michigan Court
of Appeals found that The Jenny Jones Show had
neither the ability nor the duty to predict and
prevent Amedure's murder: “Schmitz gave every
appearance of being a normal, well-adjusted adult
who consented to being surprised on the show by
a secret admirer of unknown sex and identity. ...
Nothing in Schmitz' demeanor, or in any of his
interactions with the show, put defendants on
notice that he posed a risk of violence to others.”

The court said that the case never even should
have gone to the jury and that “the trial court
should have ruled that the murder was not fore-
seeable as a matter of law and entered judgment in
favor of defendants.” It held that to find the show
liable under the circumstances “would expand the
concept of duty to limitless proportions.”

Jones said she is “elated” by the ruling. “Scott
Amedure’s murder was a horrible tragedy, but |

have always believed that it was fundamentally
wrong and unfair to blame the show.” i
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[ istory was made Oct. 21 when Lansing
L L& Community College decided to offer domes-
tic partner benefits to
its. gay employees.
The board of trustees
voted 5-2 to accept a
collectively bar-
gained union bene-
fits package that
includes extending

same-sex partners of
employees.

The vote makes Todd Heywood
Lansing the state’s
first community college to offer such benefits,
even though scores of other Michigan-based
employers such as General Motors, University of

Michigan and the city of Kalamazoo offer them.
The primary advocate for the measure was trustee

Todd Heywood, the first openly gay elected offi- |
|

cial at a Michigan higher educational institution.

“The Lansing area has always been ahead of the |

game on GLBT rights,” said Sean Kosofsky, Trian-
gle Foundation policy director. “East Lansing. ..was
the first city in the country, and possibly the world,
to pass a human rights law that banned discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation. Now Lansing
Community College is continuing that tradition
by sending a clear message that all families are val-
ued regardless of their sexual orientation.”

NATIONAL
he American Academy of Family Physicians |
passed a resolution Oct. 16 supporting legis-
lation that would protect children of same-sex
parents. The group represents more than

nationwide.

The academy’s congress of delegates
passed the resolution at its annual meet-
ing in San Diego, calling on the group to
“establish policy and be supportive of leg-
islation which promotes a safe and nurtur-
ing environment, including psychological |
and legal security, for all children, includ- |
ing those of adoptive parents, regardless of |
the parents’ sexual orientation.”

The group also supports equal rights
for same-sex parents through domestic
partner life and health insurance and a
certain legal relationship to both par-
ents through second-parent and joint
adoption. In a written statement, acad-
emy president Warren A. Jones said the |
resolution reflected the need to protect all U.S. |
children by supporting the diverse families in
which they live.

“As family physicians who care for all ages, we
believe the health of American’s children is one of |
the utmost importance,” he said. “Children deserve
to be raised and protected in a safe and nurturing
environment. This policy advocates for the family
in all its complexities and particularly for children.”

The resolution follows positive steps taken by
other key professional health organizations. In the
February issue of a peer-reviewed journal, the
American Academy of Pediatrics urged its mem-
bers to “support the right of every child and fami-
ly to the financial, psychological and legal security |
that results from having legally recognized parents
who are committed to each other and the welfare
of their children.” The statement was accompa-
nied by a technical report providing details from
the best available scientific studies of children who |
grow up with same-sex parents. J(7
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Compiled by News Editor M RADOSTA, who can }
be reached at jim@justout.com. l

93,500 physicians and medical students |
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large private decks.

Full kitchens in six units. All units
are equipped with TVs,
VCRs and microwaves.

Six units have fireplaces.
$70-$175 Two night minimum

Pets welcome at most locations

www cgriversidelodge com

COME DISCOVER YOUR OWN
BACKYARD!

«+. 8t the new

HiLtoN GARDEN INN

BefOPOnd?f‘lles 503-233-4363

PORTLAND/LAKE OSWEGO

Enjoy the
“Discover your Backyard™ Package!
For only 36 9.00 enjoy lodging for two on a
Friday or Saturday night, with breakfast for

two in the morning!
(plus tax, subject to availability)

7] Hilton
2N Garden Inne

1117 Pike St.
Seattle, WA 98101
(206) 622-9958
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www.theZclub.com

A Man’s Private Club

Special Membership for Out-of-State Guests

vMon - Thur 4pm - 9am Portland/Lake Oswego
vlri - Sun 24 hes /2l renewal) 14850 KRUSE OAKS DRIVE* LAKE OSWEGO
(503) 684 8900

vScattle’s Bigeest Bathhouse with 3 floors! . > ’ '
. Group Code: BKY + www.hiltongardeninn.com

vPrivate Sling and Video Rooms

Shakti Cove Cottages
10 Cabins, with kitchens, nestled in a grove
of trees on 3 secluded acres. Beach access.
Pets welcome. Affordable rates.
2 1/2 Hours from Portland on the beautiful
Long Beach Peninsula.

(360) 665-4000 www.ShaktiCove.com

~Baja Del Mar, Mexico~

18 miles south of San Diego border.
Huge and beautiful 2bdrm, 2ba house.
Panoramic views of occan/gated complex on beach.
$160 nightly or 6 nights $800.

(503) 740-3795 + (760) 324-7215

‘A Weekend in

F the Country”
b LI Middle Creek Run
‘Bed ¢ Breakfast
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= WU wlx} e Antique appointed Queen Anne Victorian

Lot ) “ on 97 acres. Three course breakfast. Hot tub. In the

heart of the Wine Country. Spirit Mountain Casino.

Antique Shops. Galleries. Thirty minutes to Coast.

Weddings, Retreats, Special Events
Brochure Available

Gay owned & operated: Hosts John & Marc
(503) 843-7606

25400 Harmony Road, Sheridan, OR 97378
www. middlecreekrun.com
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Long éeaéh Peninsula
Anthony’s Home Court

Gay owned. Located a short walk from downtown
and the beach. Seven uniquely decorated cabins in
a friendly setting. Visit us on the Web at
www.anthonyshomecourt.com or call Toll-free

1-888-787-2754

- ~Palm Springs~

Pool is adjacent to golf course!
Ibdrm, Iba, ground floor condo with skylights
Golf, tennis, spa & sauna near unit
Oct. thru Dec. or Apr. thru May
$650/week, $1500/month.

(503) 740-3795 = (760) 324-7215

Advertise with us.
It’s mutually beneficial.

Call 503-236-1253

ADVERTISE IN THE CLASSIFIEDS SECTION OF justiTTi#l
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