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egon Camera
Everything Photographic
We have a kn
triendly statt helping vou tind
the right camera, binoculars,
or photographic accessories.
A ‘tamily” owned and operated
business since 1997,
582 SW Adams Avenue (541) 753-2653
* | Corvallis, OR 97333 www.oregoncamera.com

Boarding & Grooming
tor Dogs & Cats
“Indivedual Love and Attention”
720 SW Wake Robin Ave
Corvalhs, OR 97330
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(541) 757-9089 Larry & Marlene McNeill

riestiess piercins

www highpriestesspiercing, com
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Monthly spacials { discounts Hospital sterilization methods
| gafet professional procedures 24-heur emergency servicas
Experienced male & female piercers Largest selection of top guality
body jewelry
Natural jeweiry from Bali . g
Haif price apprentice piercings
Stata licensed and regulated every Wed. in Engene

mlimhmgene
541- 942 6565

1425 monroe corvallis
541138+ 1M

CLARK HOUSE
Sales Associate
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(541) 758-1234 x 211

e-mail: clarkshouses@aol.com

YOUR WILLAMETTE VALLEY FAMILY
L ESTATE CONNECTION ﬁnﬂ

I support GALA chorusesl
Contact Clark to list your upcoming

GALA Chorus Event

(Free public service provided by Clark)

1575 NW 9th Street - Corvallis, OR 97330

Willamette Dalley Advertisers

Call 503-236-1253
for special ad rates.

FAMILY REUNION

Human Dignity Coalition throws another party for Central Oregonians

by Tom Stevenson

hen the Human S

Dignity Coali-

tion in Central

Oregon re-

ceived funding

from Equity Foundation last year to

do some work with the area's sexual

minorities community, organizers
tossed around several ideas.

According to bisexual board

member Renee Davidson, one of

the key ideas was to put together

an event that would give people

“an opportunity to network in a

fun, safe setting.” The coalition got

the word out, and a core group of . '

about eight people, including cper o

members of the sexual minorities
community as well as straight folks,
joined forces to put everything together.

Just like that, the first-ever “Family” Cele-

| bration was born. “We decided the event should
' have something for everyone

a family event
during the day that was suitable for children and
grown-ups alike and a 2l-and-over ‘cabaret’
event in the evening,” Davidson says.

The celebration was such a success that the

group decided to do it again this year, with a few
minor changes. Davidson says “Family” Celebra-
tion [I—Reunion! will be “a little less elaborate”
but still will be a fun-filled afternoon at the infa-
mous Funny Farm between Bend and Redmond.

The coalition is planning a true “family
reunion”; it will be providing grills, napkins,
utensils and nonalcoholic beverages for the
event. Those who wish to attend should bring
something to grill, something to share with oth-
ers and a blanket.

As part of the fun—and as a clever way to |
| collect cash for the coalition—a special drawing

will be held for an “UGH-ly" prize, which is
being ereated and donated by the owners of the
Funny Farm. According to Davidson, the

unique fund-raiser will force people to pay $5 to
| keep their name, out of the running so they

won't have to go home with the unpleasant
reward.
The celebration is open to anyone who wish-

| es to attend. Organizers are hoping to have 100 |

people come from throughout Central Oregon
and even from across the rest of the state.

Last year the coalition was put in the strange
position of advertising the location for the cele-
bration in Just Out but not in Central Oregon.
Instead, only a phone number was listed for peo-
ple who were interested in attending to call.

“We just weren't sure if it was safe to let

everyone know where they could find a group of

queers all in one place,” Davidson says. “We also
informed the police department of our party, just
in case anything were to happen. Of course,
there were no problems at all—not that we
expected any, we just didn't want to take any
chances.”

Is there reason for the queer community in
Central Oregon to feel threatened! That

| depends on who you talk to, according to coali-

tion board member Cliff Cook. The gay man
insists he feels “very comfortable” in Bend.

“I have rainbow/pride stickers on my car, and |

I'd have to say that I've never received any direct
negative comments and have never felt threat-
ened because of being out,” Cook says. “I've actu-
ally felt accepted and appreciated. But much of
that is because I'm out and active and involved.”

Still, Cook says he receives many e-mails

-

left) and Mike Lovely are helping plan “Family”
Celebration II—Reunion!
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e area i. beautiful and gay-friendly but lacks

a cohesive queer community

and messages from gay men living in the area
who are unhappy because they do not have a
place to meet others and are afraid to come out
of the closet. Central Oregon has no gay bars,
and a gay-friendly coffechouse no longer is

| operating.

“We do have several gay-friendly establish-
ments, but there used to be the one which you

' could suggest folks go to,” Cook says. “Now you

don't know which one to send guys to.”

Cook is “convinced that on a per capita mea-
surement, Bend/Central Oregon has a larger gay
community than what would be the average”
statewide but says the closet keeps many of these
folks from connecting and making friends. This
is why members of the coalition are sponsoring
events like the “Family” Celebration. ji7

“FAMILY" CELEBRATION [I—REUNION! will be
held from 4 to 8 p.m. Sept. 8 at the Funny Farm,
64990 Deschutes Market Road. For more
mformation call 541-385-3320 or e-mail
renee@humandignitycoalition.org.

Tom STEVENSON is a Portland free-lance writer, a
Portland State University student and a big fan of
the Central Oregon area. He can be reached at
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