Hawes says he had not planned on telling his
family right away—until they paid for his col-
lege, he jokes—but the secret soon made its way
to his home.

“Giving such a speech in a small town, word
gets around quickly,” he says. “My parents know
and are quite supportive. While it may not be a
topic of family conversation, it is accepted. My
mother and | talk about it quite often, as well as
my love life.”

Since that dramatic day in his English class,
Hawes says life in Prineville has been relatively
serene. Prior to the speech he occasionally heard
the “stabs” of homophobic slurs and was the sub-
ject of a few rumors, but once he came out that
all changed.

“There was nothing for people to talk
about,” he says. “It was quite peculiar but good
all in all.”

Hawes acknowledges Prineville is lacking in
cultural and ethnic diversity, which conditions
many people to reject anything outside the
mainstream. But he says that he is friends with
many of the prominent residents of the commu-
nity and that the overall cli-
mate since he came out has
been nothing but positive.

“The majority of the
town is either indifferent or
supportive,” he says. “How-
ever, there are the select few
who are very actively
against homosexuality, and
those few could make life
miserable.”

Hawes, who has known
he was “different” as far back
as he can remember, definite-
ly struggled with his sexual
orientation.

“It seemed from what |
was hearing from various people around me that
gay was bad, evil and wrong somehow,” he says.
“I developed the feeling that I was being pun-
ished, and | felt terrible, as if | had done some-
thing wrong. Time progressed, and | realized
that | was myself, and this was me. | found out
that there were other people out there like me,

and some of the people around me might actu-
ally be wrong.”

Hawes already has developed a relationship
with a “significant other,” which he admits sur-
prises him.

“Coming out gave me a
huge sense of security
and stress relief. No
longer did | have to
watch everything | said,
did or how | acted. |
could be me, and people
knew who | was.”

—Morgan Hawes
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“Until I met Kyle I did not think there was
anyone out there that I would click with for the
long term,” he says. “I assumed that I would be
spending my life alone, which saddened me. But
Kyle and I do have a healthy relationship, one
that | enjoy very much and learn from every day.
We share common goals, aspirations, work
ethics and intuitions.”

Hawes' step out of the closet also paid off in
another way. At this summer’s Peacock in the
Park he was awarded an Audria M. Edwards
Scholarship, which was “an absolute thrill.”

“To know that | had such support from the
gay community gave me such peace of mind,” he
says. “Not only financial but moral support is a
wonderful feeling.”

Hawes will use the money to study premed at
Linfield, with the long-term goal of becoming a
plastic surgeon. He also is looking forward to
attending school in Southeast Asia during the
undergraduate program.

Although Hawes has big plans for the future,
he also has good memories of his past in
Prineville. Even though he generally has found
acceptance in his hometown, he advises other
young gays and lesbians in rural Oregon to come
out carefully.

“Make sure that you have
your ducks in a row and that
you are ready,” he says. “You
cannot completely predict
how everyone will react.
Always count on your best
friends to be there for
you...they will be. And
know yourself well, what you
stand for and what you
believe in. This is all about
you, and you are doing this
for yourself. Coming out
gave me a huge
security and stress relief. No
longer did | have to watch

sense of

everything | said, did or how | acted. | could be
me, and people knew who | was. Coming out is
a great feeling, but people should do so at their
own discretion.” Ji7
MORGAN HAWES would be happy to share his
experiences with others w Jlu are facing similar
challenges. He can be reached at
captammorganboi@h; =rm.ul’ com

TOM STEVENSON is a Portland free-lance writer
who also grew up on the “other side” of Oregon
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Eric Brown Does the financial

7 world have you

-

503.238.6036

5, a little crazy?

Today you'll find a lot of companies that say they
can help you create a financial plan. And you'll find
even more that want fo sell you mutual funds. But
wouldn't it make sense to talk to someone with a
proven track record of doing both?

Waddell & Reed has been providing sound
advice and solid investment produdts for
more than 60 years. Eric can take you
through a step-by-step process to
create a plan spedifically tailored

" 10 your family’s personal needs
and goaks.

For investing, with a plan,
call Eric Brown today.

Mutual Funds Investing | Investments f
IRAs and Roth IRAs
[RA Rollovers

Estate Planning '

Investing. With a plan.
waddell.com

Georgena’s Journey

a community confronts MS

presents SATUR DAY

a COMMUNITY | " 7
BENEFIT DANCE ™™

$10 Donation
at the door
EVERYONE
WELCOME!

~20 GREAT PRIZES~
to be raffled off including:
Blazer Tickets, Mariner
Tickets, (great seats),
Restaurant Gift Certificates,
Massages & Much More!
Raffle Tickets Just $5 or 5 for $20
Buy Your Raffle Tickets Now!

Trinity United Methodist Ghurch

3915 SE Steele at 39th « (503) 471-1555 * www.georgenasjourney.org



mailto:captainmurganboi@hotmail.com
http://www.georgenasjourney.org

