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Moving

PRIESTLEY & SONS |
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1929 .

Packing
Storage |-

Specializing in Oregon & Washington _'

Full Time Professional Employees
: e 503/661-7920

-

Be Well, Stay Well...Naturally

Mon. thru Sat. & evening appointments

OCOM Acupuncture & Herbal Clinic

the teaching clinic of the Oregon College of Oriental Medicine
Appointments: 503-253-3343 ext. 550 www.ocom.edu

10541 SE Cherry Blossom Dr.., Portland (by Mall 205)

Call today for a

free qualification
over the phone

First Time Buyers « FHA/VA Loans
Self-Employed * Complicated Borrowers
Bankruptcies & Foreclosures # Credit Problems
Investment Properties * Pre-approvals
100% Financing Programs

Christine C. Hall

Mortgage Broker

Thonks |
Chrisline

“After a long day on the job site, nothing beats
bubbles and beer in my remodeled bathroom. President's Club

Thanks for taking our hands and guiding us 503-698-5429
through the maze of refinancing. ml: AGLE  800-343-9943
HOME

We couldn’t have done it without 503-301-1941
Pager “

our care and expertise! " — Bryan
y s ) hallc(c eaglehomemortgage.com

fxstream Landscaping
503-788-7906

Proudly Serving
the GLBT Community

Creative Landscape Design
Ponds & Waterfalls
Fencing ¢ Decks ¢ Patios
Sprinkler Systems S
Retaining Walls
Lawns * Sod & Seed
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DANCING
TO A
DIFFERENT
DRUMMER

Gay student banned from
high school prom by Jim Radosta

ost high school students spend

the month before graduation

dealing with mixed feelings of

nostalgia and impatience,

preparing for college and find-
ing a prom date.
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Not David Wright. Since coming out of the %"

closet in April, the 18-year-old has learned he
cannot attend his prom with another male stu-
dent and has endured taunting from administra-

tors on a day that was intended to open people’s [

minds about anti-gay harassment.
/right is a senior at Thomas Edison High, a
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“I'm working for...my rights bestowed upon me

small private school in Southwest Portland. He yhen I was born—my human rights—and
suffers from attention deficit disorder and partial ¢hey're being denied,” David Wright says

dyslexia and has severe problems reading anc
writing.

Edison provides individualized attention and
smaller classes—about 10 kids a room—for
those with special needs. The Portland Public
Schools district pays for Wright's education
because it does not offer a similar program.

Edison is located on the campus of Jesuit

High, which allows the school to use its cafete- |

ria, gymnasium and fields. It also lets the 68 stu-
dents attend its prom, which will be held
May 18 at the Tiffany Center.

Because of the shared facilities, Wright's
school is at the mercy of Jesuit's rules. He says that
Edison administrators have been 100 percent sup-
portive but that their hands are tied because they
don't want to get kicked off the campus.

. Ithough Wright says he's known about his

% sexual orientation “for a while,” he's only
' been openly gay at work and school since
. April 1. As far as he knows, he's the only out
| student at either Edison or Jesuit.
' His problems started when he and about 10
other students participated in the Day of
Silence, a protest of anti-gay harassment in
schools. Thousands of kids nationwide agreed
not to speak as a way of drawing attention to
| the issue.
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Integral Health 503-235-3767
545 NE 47th Ave., Suite 325 = Portland

I Columbia County
503-366-5555 * 525 N. Columbia River Hwy * St. Helens
Medicare & Most All Insurances Accepted

Don't let your feet walk all over you.

Treating all diseases
& surgery of the foot
including:

Bunions + Neuromas
Hammertoes « Bone Spurs
Heel/Arch Pain * Fractures

‘ Cysts + Fibromas

. Ingrown Toenails - Warts
Hospital & Office
Based Surgery

- ‘.‘ Prescription Orthotics

Sports Medicine
Foot & Ankle Clinic

While standing in line at the Jesuit cafeteria,
Wright says he handed an employee a card
explaining why he was not talking. She refused
to serve him.

“She looked at it for about 10 seconds and

[ looked at me and goes, ‘Oh, we don’t do that here,’

tummed her head and goes, ‘Next!" to the person
behind me,” he says. “I just couldn’t believe that
she would say that to me.... She's like: ‘Other peo-
ple want food. You need to move."”

Wright went to the bathroom to collect him-
self. He says a teacher approached him to make
sure he was all right.

“At this time | was visibly shaking. 1 was so

| upset, | could barely walk back down to Edison,”

he says. “It was so hard for me. | had never felt that
before—the total disregard for who a person is.”

A teacher and an administrator then
approached Wright, so he handed them the
card. One of the men creased it in half.

“They both took their time.and read it and
were like: ‘You know what? While you're on our
campus you will follow our rules,’ " he says. “I
was just thinking to myself, “‘What in their rules
says | have to speak?” "

his experience got Wright to thinking, “If
they freak out over this, how are they going
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