Spring makes the sap flow

t's that fertile time of year when nature

draws us out of our wintry cocoons, awakens

us with perfume of blooming daphne and

robins’ serenade and makes us want to linger
in the morning light when we step out to get
the newspaper, forgetting for one sweet
moment that we have no pants on.

Spring is here. Sweetie and | feel love in
the air, but we've been together 14 years and
[t‘nd not to get Lll“[c as *“’L‘PI Away as new
lovers do. Unless by swept away you mean
planning our weekend around gutter cleaning,
reorganizing the garage and, hubba-hubba,
washing the car.

Meanwhile, people all around us are falling
in love. Two very close friends of ours fell hard.
Intoxicated with sunshine and the pink petals
of flowering plums, they have become like the
trees. Their sap is flowing.

After a long dry spell, they started dating
and uncharacteristically cast caution to the
wind. They dove in head first—Iliterally, as far
a5 we ]\'nt W,

We haven't seen much of them lately.

I caught a glimpse of one the other night,

and she was glowing. Or that just
might have been the light shim-
mering on her unwashed
face. She did look happy.
She also looked like she
hadn't slept since Rosie
came out.

When
pheromones kick
in, new lovers tend
to torget their
other connec-
tions. Sweetie
and | get an occa-
sional phone call
or e-mail from
our enamored
friends when they
come up for air.
They're in that
corny, hooglie-
mooglie stage where
everything feels all
shiny and new. Like a
Vir-ir-ir«ir-gen.

“She is so sweet! | never
knew | could feel so loved! This
is it!" They're saying all those goofy
things new lovers like to think they'll be
saying about each other for the rest of their lives.

Sometimes people figure out how to hang
onto feeling in love. Sweetie and I are still in
love, usually. But sometimes we get caught up
dnln;_: faxes, pruning roses and wWOrrying about
making the house payment.

It's easy to get distracted by our own little
problems, like weatherizing and who do we know
who can help us rewire the smoke alarms we
ripped, still beeping, out of the ceiling after last
winter'’s power outage. We forget to prioritize
love. But because we have these friends who are
in the hot and juicy throes of new romance, we
have a clear reminder close at hand, so to speak.

Their steamy love affair prompts us to set
aside habitual worries and remember how lucky
we are to have each other. We have found
unflagging loyalty and devotion. And I'm not
just talking about our dog, either.

| mean, we were newly in love once. What-
ever it was that drew us to each other then is
still there now.

by Sally Sheklow

We just have to remember to see each other
with loving eyes instead of that “it’s your turn
to take out the recycling” look. Luckily, our
lovebird friends remind us to commit random
acts of whoopee.

These two women—who have to remain
nameless now that I'm telling you all this—
inadvertently have inspired certain behavior
in our, shall we say, marriage bed. “Let’s pre-
tend we've just started falling in love,” | sug-
gested last night. Hoo-wee, that got us going.
Sweetie set aside the crossword puzzle, | took
off my wrist brace, and we turned on a Joan
Armatrading CD. Even the cats went into the
other room.

We said all kinds of hooglie-mooglie

things to each other. We giggled, we
sighed. We forgot all about her
knee injury and my tendon-
itis. Neither of us men-
tioned the moss on the
roof or the crumbling
bathtub grout.

We focused on
each other like a
couple of newly-
weds—or newly-
domestic-part-

I‘IL‘TL‘\I or nl.‘“'l\_"
civilly-unioned
or whatever.
What an anti-
dote to lesbian
l\‘\l Lit‘dfh!
Being close to
someone c]st".‘-‘-
romance heated
us up like a
microwave pizza.
The question is:
Will it stay gooey!
Will this couple stay in
love? Or will they get dis-
tracted by all the worries of
nesting and lose their desire for
each other? Will one of them fly home
one night and say, “1 have schlepped more
than my share of worms, and now | have to
organize a bunch of loose feathers and twigs”
and fly away!

| hope our friends make it. I hope they will
find a way to renew their love with the seasons.
| hope every spring they'll be inspired by other
people’s budding romance.

It works for us. This moming Sweetie and |
both stepped outside to get the paper. We
heard the chickadee’s winsome call and smelled
the perfume of narcissi. We set our habitual
worries aside and, for one sweet moment, tor-
got that neither of us had any pants on. ]."1

SALLY SHEKLOW has been entertaming the masses
as part of the Eugene improvisational comedy
troupe WYMPROV! for some years now. Appar-
ently regards herself as some kind of funny gal
We've decided to see what she can do. You can
find her column every first Friday starting right
now in Just Out.
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Mary Geans Flowers & Gifly v
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Custom design arrangements for all occasions..  metro area
for 20 years

(503) 653-8444

www.maryjeansflowers.com
13822 S.E. Oatfield Rd. * Milwaukie, OR 97222
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Packing
Storage

Specializing in Oregon & Washington _l

Full Time Professional Employees bl |
OPUC 142126 . 503/661-7920

E—CARR—MERCE
YOUR NEXT SUBARU

The information super highway leads to Carr Subaru
Northwest. Our Internet Fleet sales Department will show
you why we are the leading online Subaru dealership.

|

Precise, accurate and professional.

Best of all your entire transaction will be handled by one
individual start to finish. Schedule a time to take our "No
Obligation Test Drive" and then decide. Over 350 new

Subaru's in stock. We earn your business, not expect it.

2002 Forester "L"

PS/PW/L/M, AT, tilt, cruise, AC,
cass, anti lock brakes and

dual air bags. Lots of extras!

MSRP $22,651.00
Dealer Invoice $20,459.00
Internet Fleet Sales

Price $20,508.00
70 Foresters in stock!

2002 Outback

PW/L, AT, tilt, cruise, AC, cass,
power drivers seat, power mirrors

and lots of extras.

MSRP $24,320.00

Dealer Invoice $22,084.00
Internet Fleet Sales
Price $22,133.00

All purchases on advertised vehicles &
price must be through intemet. This offer
not available through the retail sales depl

SUBARL)
The Beauty of AllWheel Drive.

NORTHWEST
Ny 503-672-3318
PUeSA keby@carrauto.com

\’ 11635 SW Canyon Rd
2 Blocks West of Highway 217 « Beaverton, OR
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