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New year‘s resolutions

Just Out remains committed to excellence

elcome, 2002. For many of us, 2001 seemed to be the
year that would never end. But end it did, and now
we have a fresh new year with which to make new
plans, set new goals and make another run at it.

- At Just Out we are excited about the prospects
the new year holds. We recognize that the economy is in a slump
and that many of our advertisers, readers and business partners are
hurting as a result. Knowing this, we are taking steps to ensure Just
Out continues to provide excellent economic value for our business
partners and the finest content for our readers.

On the business end, | am committed to holding our ad rates
firm, with no increase in costs through at least the
second quarter of 2002—and longer if possible. We
value our advertisers, realize they all have choices as
to where they spend their money and are intent on
providing the highest value for their dollars.

On another positive note, in addition to holding
costs steady we are poised to increase our distribu-
tion, especially throughout the core downtown Port-
land area. Because of the untimely demise of another
local paper, we have acquired a supply of bright blue
plastic newspaper racks. For the first time in our 19-
year history, Just Out will be available at selected outdoor locations.

Unfortunately, this type of increased visibility brings with it the
potential for theft, vandalism and misuse of the papers. On this
note | am deputizing all of you and asking you to watch over our
new outdoor racks. If you see anyone messing with our papers, please
feel free to deal with them in any manner considered appropriate—
at all times, of course, staying within pre-Ashcroft constitutional
guidelines.

Along with price freezing and increased circulation comes a
renewed commitment to maintaining and continually improving the
quality of the writing in Just Out. One goal we have established is to
provide more consistent and detailed coverage of sports groups and
events within our community. Considering all of the people who are
bowling, batting, skating, volleying, cruising, hiking, canoeing,
cycling, serving and cueing up, | think we can surely find plenty to
write about. If you have ideas about sports coverage, please contact
Culture Editor Lisa Bradshaw at lisa@justout.com.

Finally, to keep us focused on our main product | have decided to
discontinue publication of the Just Out Pocketbook. For 15 years it filled
a marketing niche and was a valuable resource to the community.
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* The first Russian gay biker club has formed,
reports Out of Pittsburgh. The eight members of
Cossacks MC wear studded leather jackets,
tight jeans and high-top biker boots. But there's
a problem: The group has only one motorcycle,
a vintage World War |l Harley Davidson, for
which they have no battery.

* The U.S. military's ban on gays is proper
because gays get AIDS and because gay and
lesbian soldiers would view strai
" a federal judge ruled Dec. 9.
The odd ruling came in the widely publicized
case of Midshipman Jos
forced to resign from the

er acknowledging he is gay.

* Republican presidential candidate David

Duke, the ex-Ku Klux Klansman and failed
candidate for Louisiana governor, says that
“the gay lifestyle” is bad for the United
States and that he's tired of seeing it pro-
moted in the media.

* Oberlin College in Ohio has become the
first college ever to sponsor a reunion of
gay lesbuan and bnaaxual graduaiea Mustca Femma a
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the Pocketbook live on in the OutReach section of every issue, and
virtually all of those who advertised in it can be found in the twice-
monthly pages of Just Out. Business owners have higher expectations
of the product in which they place their ads, and directories are
becoming an increasingly passive tool in a rapidly aggressive and
technologically advancing market.

Our commitment to Just Out business partners is to surround
their ads with superior writing and fresh content and to provide a
readership that is automatically exposed to their messages. Directo-
ries no longer keep pace with their needs, and we recognize and
accept the necessity for change to remain competitive.

Energy that went into the Pocketbook will be bet-
ter served by promoting Just Out and eventually
establishing an increased Internet presence. So,
with some sadness—and, yes, some relief—we say
goodbye to the Just Out Pocketbook.

Aside from advertising and content, Just Out
renews annually its pledge to be a force in the
community by sponsoring activities and again
forming partnerships with organizations. Under-
standably, we never will be all things to all people,
but we are dedicated to establishing and preserving
a sense of cohesiveness for our gay, lesbian, bi and trans readers.
Partnerships of all types form bonds that strength the fiber of the
entire community.

One of my favorite goals is to become “matchmaker diva” for all
of our single readers. The Just Friends Voice Personal Ads have
shown good growth in the three years since their inception, but we
always, always, always need more.

So again for 2002 I will continue to schedule singles parties. They're
a great way to meet people, have fun and help Just Owt all at the same
time.

In our Jan. 18 issue look for details on the next party. | don’t know
the when and where yet, but I can tell you it will be centered around
everyone's favorite February holiday, that all-American day of joy and
laughter for singles everywhere.

Yup, you guessed it, we're having a President’s Day Singles Party.
Who needs Cupid when we've got the likes of Millard Fillmore, James
K. Polk and Grover Cleveland?

Yes, Oregon is in a business recession, the nation is at war, and AIDS
still has no cure. While waiting for the solutions to all of these prob-
lems, you can count on Just Out to be there for you. We have been for
more than 18 years—and we will be for many more. J07

duo from Portland, was part of the official entertain-
ment for the event. Flutist Kristan Aspen is a 1970
graduate of Oberlin.

¢ The Portland chapter of the Salvation Army was
bombarded with phone calls protesting its alleged
support of the Oregon Citizens Alliance's anti-gay
ballot initiatives. It received so much response, it
issued a press release denying the charge.

* Queer Nation members held a protest Dec. 15 at
Portland's Foursquare Church. Nearly 20 demonstra-
tors wore pink gags around their mouths and
donned pro and anti-Oregon Citizens Alliance
stickers as tﬁ:yy sat in the front rows during Sunday
morning services. They were protesting the church's
connections to the OCA.

* Pomo Afro Homos (Post-Modem African Amen-
can Homosexuals) will be in Portland and Eugene
with their show Fierce Love: Stories from Black

Gay Life.

* Bridges, Portland's lesbian and gay choral ensem-
ble, will perform the musical revue Myth America,

which honors and pokes fun at the mythical aspects
of gay and lesbian culture in the United States.
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