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orget Miss Cleo’s incessant tele-
@ vision pitch—for a real tarot
i card reading you want to sit
across from someone who will tap
into your personal essence, someone
who can read your face as she reads
your future.

Tarot readers are as varied as the
wide array of decks available. Tradi-
tional decks have 78 cards: 22 major
arcana cards that generally represent
human archetypes and 56 minor
arcana cards divided into four suits.

Traditional decks are really much
like regular playing cards except with
four family members in each suit.
Nontraditional divination decks can
have any number and may feature
the wisdom gleaned from trees,
stones, animals and other cultures.

Mariah Redwood reads from a

“People
sometimes
have a nega-
tive idea
about tarot,”
Redwood
says. ‘I lil(c o
demystify it,
then give a
reading and
mystify it
again.”

Laughing
at her sly
approach,
Bilyeu says: “I
just love

Mariah. She’s a big ol’ witch!”

Redwood does emanate an earth mother vibe. And even
though Bilyeu is no stranger to readings, this night she seems to
receive new information that helps answer some questions on

her mind.

Redwood explains what kind of queries work best: “Open-
ended ones, not yes-or-no questions. Don't be afraid to ask what
you really need to know. And it’s usually best to do it without
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Mariah Redwood puts a feminist spin

on the advice she offers Beckv Bilveu

feminist perspective, and her deck of choice reflects that: the
round “Motherpeace” cards created by Karen Vogel and Vicki
Noble, from whom she has received advanced training. They
reportedly did the drawings while in a trance state.

Redwood reads
from about 6:30
to 9 p.m. most

lesborific Touch-
stone Coffee
House. I watch
her spread a blue
cloth on a corner
table in the cozy
back room and do
a quick reading
for owner Becky
Bilyeu. She uses a
classic spread, lay-
ing out 11 cards
and assigning spe-
cific meaning to
each position:
One stands for the
seeker, her chal-
lenges, her recent
past, her near
future and so on.

your partner or friend watching,” she
advises.

“A lot of people go to a tarot reader
when they're in crisis because they
need guidance, and | think that’s an
excellent time,” she says. “Other good
times are your birthday, the new year
or a peak time such as the new or full
moon or a solstice.”

Redwood also reads for herself; in
fact, reading is something that is fairly
easy for beginners to do for them-
selves. “Tarot is a really good tool...1
usually pick a card a day, and I'll ask,
‘What should I be looking out for
[Ud;l\' i

But when she reads for others,
Redwood makes it interactive. “I like
to involve the asker in the interpreta-
tion. What they see and feel about it
is far more important than what |
see,” she explains.

A professional reader for a decade,
Redwood has other tricks in her bag.
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