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Oftfice
503.297.9900 .
Evenings/ Weekends
503.780.1561
Toll Free

1.877.826.9900

Email
colleenw@mtgadvocates.com
wWww, I'I]t_z_"dd vocates.com

New purchase
100% equity loans

Pre-qualification
by phone or fax

Refinance / cash out

® Pre-approved loans
%CE ® Residential, commercial
[ BN ]
& investment pmpcrty

Appointments at
your convenience

“I'm available

when you are! " 444

9900 S.W. Wilshire Street ® Portland, Oregon 97225

Colleen Weed

MORTGAGE
Advocates

actually weigh
what your driver's
license says

cardio strength  stretch

fresh moves. new music.
pure motivation.

jazzercise.

It shows.

Visit our website
or call 503-289-2209
for the class nearest you.

$7 Per Week

8 week minimum purchase
New customers only

*No experience necessary.

* No contracts
or membership fees.

* Convenient times/locations

* We fit every body.

www.jazzercise.com

Sexy Gifts
Exciting Ideas

and

Unique Apparatus

We're compact &
we're wonderful!
( Worth every inch!)

Corner of Sandy Blvd. & NE 64th
3106 NE 64th
Portland, OR 97213

503-280-8080

Thinking of Buying a Home in 2002?

Take the fear out of home ownership with a team of dedicated sisters,

G

v

RE/MAX

LINDA WELCH, BROKER/OWNER
LINDAWELCH@REMAX.NET

/

We work diligently for our clients from the beginning to the end on the journey
to home ownership! Remember, with RE/MAX we can help you find a home
across town, on the other side of the country, or anywhere in the world!
Count on us for friendly, dependable and honest service.

View our website for valuable information and to see
our current listings, as well as all homes listed for sale
in the entire metro area! Call us to see any property.

i SIGNATURE PROPERTIES

LAURIE WELCH, SALES ASSOCIATE
LAURIEWELCH@REMAX.NET
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EGYPT
wo men who allegedly created Web sites
offering to have gay sex for money were

| sentenced to a year in prison Dec. 18 by the

| Boulag misdemeanor court.

Engineering student Sherif Abu Bakr and sci-

| ence student Khaled Mohamed al-Sawi, both in

their early 20s, were charged with indecency for
posting nude pictures of themselves and offering
sexual services. However, the International Gay

| and Lesbian Human Rights Commission thinks
| the men might have been framed.

“People suspected of homosexuality are |

picked up and accused of prostitution,” the
group’s Scott Long said. “Police use informers
and the Internet to entrap victims. ... These lat-
est convictions are deeply suspect.”

This comes in the wake of the sentences

| handed down by Cairo’s Emergency State Securi-

| and lesbians, according to

' based in Dublin, Cork

ty Court, which ordered 23 men Nov. 14 to serve
between one and five years of hard labor for
allegedly engaging in gay sex. They were rounded

Wilkinson. She has worked with the organiza-
tion in other capacities for five years.
According to the British lesbian magazine
Diva, Wilkinson was instrumental in the suc-
cessful campaign to free Amnesty’s first lesbian
prisoner of conscience, Mariana Cetiner of

' Romania. Last September, she and her partner,

Carol Budd, were the first lesbian couple to sign

. London’s largely symbolic Partnerships Register.

up at a gay bar and elsewhere and charged with |

obscene behavior and contempt for religion.

International human rights groups de-
nounced the prosecutions as bogus. Amnesty
International has adopted 22 of the men as pris-
oners of conscience.

Meanwhile, 15-year-old Mohamed Abdel |
| Fatah, who had been tried in juvenile court sepa-
| rate from the 23 men, was released from prison

Dec. 18 after his sentence was reduced from three
years to six months and he was given credit for
time served. He had been convicted of practicing
sexual immorality, but an appeals court decided
he was unable to distinguish “right from wrong.”

“This is a tremendous victory for Mohamed
and his family,” Long said. “Maybe the Egyptian
government is starting to get the message that
the arrest and torture of people for their pre-
sumed homosexuality must stop.”

IRELAND

¥ " he Irish police force,

.. the Garda Siocha-
na, is creating a network
of 14 liaison officers to
the sexual minorities
community. They will
push for improved report-
ing and investigation of
crimes affecting gay men

the Irish Times.
The officers will be

and Galway. As part of
the effort to build confi-
dence between the cops
and gays, the police's

o it . *
Linda Wilkinson (right) celebrates with her
partner, Carol Budd, and London Mayor Ken

Livingstone (center)

-2
% ritain’s first and only gay radio station,
. LBH, is a success with a regular audience of
300,000 listeners after one vear in business. And
the straight-owned and -operated company

| doesn't even play the Village People or Abba,

London's Telegraph noted.

“Fifteen, even 10 years ago it would have
been too early for something like this,” founder
Torquil Riley-Smith said. “There would have
still been a taboo attached. But now, gay culture
is firmly in the mainstream.”

ARMENIA
he former Soviet republic of Armenia will
L decriminalize homosexuality to satisfy the
Council of Europe, which it recently joined. But
activists say the move will do little to improve

Garda Band will per-
form in joint concert
with the gay choir Gloria this April at the
National Concert Hall.

UNITED KINGDOM
yolice in Birmingham, England, have
launched a $68,000 project to improve
communication with gays and encourage them

' to report crimes. Operation Pink Shield also will

examine drug use and social problems in the gay

community, according to the Birningham Post.
The money was provided by the force's Part-

nership Development Fund and Building Safer

Irish cops police the Dublin"St. Patriclc's Day Path'a{.i:e

Communities project. “This is a starting point and |

sends a clear message to gay people that police will
treat homophobic crime seriously and each inci-

| dent will be fully investigated,” said Sgt. Harvin-

der Khatkar of the Acocks Green precinct.

-
he new chairwoman of the United King-

lesbian author, playwright and activist Linda

the plight of the nation's gays.

“It’ll be two generations before the environ-
ment starts to change,” said Mikael Danielian,
chairman of the Armenian Helsinki Associa-
tion, an independent human rights group.
“Society believes homosexuals are criminals.”

THE NETHERLANDS
~ Muslim cleric who told television viewers
& that homosexuality is a sickness was
charged with promoting discrimination Dec. 5.
He could be jailed for up to one year.
Imam Khalil el Moumni said: “Homosexuality
is damaging for Dutch society. Homosexuality isn't
limited to people with this disease. It can spread.”

Rod
A bout 1,900 same-sex couples have gotten
3 ; " s
A married since the Netherlands became the

. first nation in the world to open regular mar-
dom section of Amnesty International is |

riage to gays last April, the Central Statistics
Office reported Dec. 12.
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