Commissioner Lisa Naito recommended mov-
ing forward with the vote but promised to address
these concerns in the future. “There are moments
in government that are bittersweet,” she said.

MULTNOMAH CouNTY OKS

CiviL RIGHTS ORDINANCE

g‘ he Multnomah County Board of Commis-
. sioners approved Nov. 8 a Civil Rights
Ordinance extending protection based on sexu-
al orientation, gender identity and source of
income in work, housing and public accommo-
dations. A second reading will take place during
a meeting Nov. 29, when the measure is expect-
ed to be officially approved.

LESBIAN LEADS FIGHT

FOR RIGHT TO DIE

é } regon Death with Dignity filed a lawsuit
.# Nov. 8 seeking to enjoin U.S. Attorney
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used in the mainstream media, implies the
decision is made under duress, according to
Frazzini.

“It's really disrespectful to the patients
who make this choice,” she says. “This is a

Lesbian activist Jeana Frazzini, who serves |
as the organization’s political director, has |
been involved in the effort since 1998. |
Before she came on board at Oregon Death |
with Dignity, she was executive director of |
Oregon Right to Die; the groups merged in | very rational, well-thought-out decision.”
October. For now, a temporary restraining order is

“I see this choice as part of basic civil | allowing physicians to continue providing end-
rights,” she says. “To deter- of-life care to patients
mine the time and manner of who seek it. Frazzini is
your own death is just one of confident that Ore-

“The federal government

The Multnomah County Civil
Rights Task Force has been working
on the ordinance since February. It
held two public hearings and heard
testimony from 54 people.

The wording is very similar to
a city of Portland ordinance,
according to task force co-chair-
woman Kris Burr, who also serves
as co-chairwoman of the Oregon
Gay and Lesbian Law Associa-
tion. It contains a few exceptions
including churches, owner-occu-
pied duplexes and landlords who
do not accept Section 8 vouchers.

The only opposition to the
ordinance came from low-income
housing advocates. John Engel,
Fair Housing Council vice presi-
dent, testified that the Section 8
exemption could be used as a
“smoke screen” for other forms of
discrimination.

“We don’t want to splinter the
work that has taken place,” said
Angel Williamson of the Community Alliance
of Tenants. “We want to urge you to continue to
work on this.”
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with Dignity’s lawsuit against the federal government

General John Ashcroft’s decision to prosecute
physicians and pharmacists who practice under
Oregon’s Death with Dignity law.

Jeana Frazzini attends the press conference announcing Oregon Death

“physician-aided dying” to “assisted sui-
| cide.” The latter term, although commonly

the most funda- has dearly aversrepped the" gon Death with Dig-

& mental civil =" 2 g nity ultimately will
rights.” authority in this case. It’s up  prevail

; 2 : ,

Babo e w10 the states fo determine . rov.o .

E Basic Rights whaf is and is not ,eg’ﬁmafe cle;jrly oversl_tcppgd

% Oregon  boarc their authority in

this case,” she says.
“It’s up to the states
to determine what is
and is not legitimate

co-chairwoman,
sees a connec-
tion between the
battle surround-
ing end-of-life care and the ‘

|

medical practice.”
—Jeana Frazzini

medical practice.”

Oregon Death with Dignity's
efforts were stymied last year when U.S.
Sen. Gordon Smith, R-Ore., expressed his
support for the Pain Relief Promotion Act.
The failed effort would have overturned
' Oregon’s law and prosecuted physicians for
intentionally hastening death.

struggle for gay equality. Both in-
volve “the right to determine the
course of your own life.”

In both cases, she says, it |
simply “comes down to personal
experience.” People who have
witnessed a difficult death or a |
terminal illness are going to be | “This scares doctors from aggressively
more sympathetic to the cause, | treating pain,” she says. “That’s going to keep
just as those who know gay, les- | doctors from taking care of patients the best
bian, bi or trans people tend to | way they know how.”
be more fair-minded.

Oregon Death with Dignity
prefers the terms “hastened death” and

| For move information call 503-228-6079 or visit
| the Intemet site www.dwd.org.

Continued on Page 8

from where
you are...

...t0 where you want to be.

Moving can be one of life's great challenges. At Bridgetown Realty, we
know this is not a decision to be dealt with lightly.

Whether it's time to buy your first home, or whether you are considering
moving up, downsizing, or simply wanting a change, the agents at
Bridgetown Realty take the time to understand your unique situation and
provide the individual attention you deserve.

After all, we have been helping people in the Portland metro area get happily
situated since 1979...and we're always
looking for one more satisfied customer.

503/287.9370

1000 NE Multnomah
Portland, Oregon 97232

A Trusted Name in Real Estate Since 1979

Om

bridgetownrealty. cC

We deliver worldwide
Same day local delivery

(503) 642-9992
1-800-356-1884

e Atha Markﬁ Centre
<7 Don Duncan 20455 SW TV Highway
Teleflora owner www.westsideflorist.com

Guy and Lesbian couples need to take extra precaution when creating
an estate plan. Why? Because the government doesn’t provide equal
rights to same sex couples, and it’s essential that you're prepared for the
legal battle that may ensue when you or your partner die.

Rely on Someone Who Knows Your Rights

Richard Schneider, a local attorney with 20 years of experience is well
versed in the legal dilemmas that the gay community faces and can help
you arm yourself against intervention by the courts. He'll be happy to pro-
vide you with a FREE one-hour consultation, advising you and your part-
ner of your rights and show you the best way to protect them.

(503) 241-1215

Law OFFICES OF RICHARD B. SCHNEIDER, LLC
2455 NW Marshall Street, Suite 11 » Portland, Oregon 97210

Prepare for Tomorrow by Planning Today
Call us today for your FREE report titled “Gay and Lesbian Couples
Face Special Challenges in Estate Planning.”

You Should Be.

Worried
About
) (1113
Rights?

When it comes to your estate,
as a Gay or Lesbian, you need
all the protection you can get.
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