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an arts and crafts 
gallery. “1 decid­
ed to go for it,” 
he recalls.

The group 
formed River 
Gallery in Inde­
pendence, 15 
miles southwest 
of Salem, which 
is now in its 
third full year of 
operation. “That 
was the first pro­
fessional venue 
for my work,” he 
says.

Smith consid­
ers that he has 
been reborn, as a 
gay man and an 
artist. He and Amidon since have moved to 
Portland. “Now I am an artist and a homemak­
er,” he declares with a grin.

He makes his small bronze statues in his 
home studio. “I don’t view my art as having any 
deep, philosophical messages. I just do them to 
please my own sensibilities. W hen 1 do male 
nudes, I feel erotic. Its no deeper than that.”

The little bronze men are all about 12 to 18 
inches tall. A few of his early works show definite 
stylization, twisted figures and bulging muscles.

Smith says, “I am pretty much a 
realist/impressionist.” All are nude, and he says 
they are as realistic as he can make them; many 
even sport erections.

In fact, that anatomical detail 
led directly to his first big Internet 
sale. He was contacted by a cou­
ple who have three galleries in 
Beverly Hills and Hollywood, 
and while on the phone 
with the dealer who was 
looking at his Web site, 
the guy said of one sculp­
ture, “It looks like this 
young man has an erec­
tion.” W hen Smith 
affirmed that, the dealer responded,
“Well, good, my client likes that.”

Smith says, “We ended up taking 
four sculptures there in carry-on 
baggage, and he sold three of 
them to his anonymous client, 
who only collects male nudes.”

A lthough the end results 
are diminutive, the 
process of creating 

them is long and complex.
The first step is to sculpt the image in clay, 
then do a high-temperature firing.

Next, Smith 
makes a liquid 
rubber mold, 
which creates a 
negative impres­
sion of the sculp­
ture. W hen that 
dries he makes a 
molten wax cast­
ing, which 
returns the image 
to its positive 
state.

The wax stat­
ue then is 
encased in a sili­
con dioxide sub­
stance, “rather 
like breading 
fish, only thick­
er,” Smith notes. 

That combination then is fired in a kiln so the 
outer substance hardens and the wax melts 
away, again leaving a negative mold.

Next, Smith heats bronze to 2,200 degrees 
in his homemade furnace and pours it into the 
mold. “It’s a lot less expensive than sending 
work to a foundry but a lot more work,” he 
explains.

W hen the metal solidifies, he breaks the 
ceramic shell with a hammer, revealing the 
bronze statue within. Smith does a lot of hand 
polishing and trimming, then heats the piece 
with a torch and sprays on various chemicals to 
change the color of the metal.

“W hat I’m really doing 
is simulating the process 

that would happen if it 
aged naturally,” he adds. The 

last step is to give his men a 
coat of wax to protect the perma­

nent finish.
Because it generally takes several 

months from start to finish, Smith likes 
to work on several pieces at a time to stream­
line the process. “So I only pour bronze about 
twice a year,” he reveals, adding that once his 
inventory sells out it can take a while to 
replenish it.

He also has shown his work at Brian Marki 
Gallery in Portland, but his work there is sold 
out. He expects to have some new pieces avail­
able next month.

Smith realizes he’s had some good fortune this 
early in his new career. “At this point I’m just 
happy to be developing a market. It’s great to 

know that people want to buy my work.” JT!
Check out G ary Smith online a r  

' uHvw.garyfranc.com, and look for his work 
at Brian Marki Fine Art and Framing,
2236 N.E.  Broadway.

Gary Smith puts the finishing touches on a sculpture
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Please join us for a three 
course dining experience, and 

share our passion for good 
food and friendship in a 

romantic setting.

503 - 249-5001
Tuesday — Saturday 5:30 - 9:30

Tuesday Night Cajun Specials: 
Gumbo, Jambalaya,

Red Beans. Catfish, and More

Turkey Weekend Extravaganza
Yummy down on...

Shardoneaux 
Vin Nombril

1999 Willamette Valley Pinot Noir 
1999 Columbia Valley Merlot

Open Fri*Sat*Sun N ov 23*24*25 
Noon  — 6pm

$5.00 includes tasting, souvenir glass and holiday 
nibbly things and good times.
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West Linn Sun llam-4pm

West Linn 19343 Willamette Drive •  (503) 6 35 *3115  
CLACKAMAS 16317 SE 82nd Drive •  (503) 6 57 -0225  

Tigard 13500 SW Pacific Hwy •  (503) 6 70 -9707
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UNUSUAL GARDEN ART
Urns • Pots • Arbors 

Trellises • Bird Baths & Lots More

(503) 603-0411 
11935 SW Green burg Rd

Tigard (I Hlk Off WW on G reenburg) • O pen 7 Day«
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