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director o f San  Francisco’s S T D  Prevention 
U nit, and warned that it is a frightening m ea­
sure to invade gay m en’s privacy online and 
undermine the community's self-esteem and 
safety. To counter the proposal, activists 
demanded the immediate resignation o f “ the 
gay com m unity’s public enemy N o. 1.”

“W here is the evidence o f  this alleged 
syphilis increase and the proof that, if it exists 
a t all, gay ch at room s are to  blam e?” A C T  U P  
m em ber D avid  Pasquarelli said. “K lausner 
stam m ers on  endlessly about gay sex spread­
ing disease and death  w ithout any verifiable 
num bers published in peer-reviewed studies. 
It’s called  sexual scapegoating , and S an  Fran­
c isco ’s gay m ale com m unity  has had en ough .” 

According to A C T  UP, in 1999 the San  
Francisco Department o f Public Health broad­
cast alarmist full-page advertisements in the gay 
press featuring pictures o f ticking time bombs 
and scary headlines about an out-of-control 
syphilis outbreak. However, upon investigation, 
activists discovered that the statistics showed 
the disease at its lowest rates ever, with steep 
declines in the number o f positive results per 
tests administered.

David Pasquarelli

A C T  U P  members accused the health depart­
ment o f playing a deceptive game by concealing 
that it drastically increased syphilis screening and 
targeted gay men to cook up higher numbers for 
S T D  and A ID S  funding purposes. They said the 
bogus scare resulted in skyrocketing homophobic 
harassment o f gay A O L  chat rooms.

A R K A N SA S

S even lesbians and gay men are urging the 
Arkansas Suprem e Court to strike down the 

sta te ’s archaic ban  on  intim ate relations 
between consenting adults o f the sam e sex. In a 
brief filed O ct. 29, Lam bda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund argues the governm ent cannot 
single out gay people with a criminal law it does 
not apply to nongay people and dictate person­
al relationships.

“A t a time when people in our country seek 
to strengthen national unity, Arkansas should 
not have a law that stigmatizes any group as sec­
ond-class citizens and intrudes on their intimate 
lives for no good reason,” said supervising attor­
ney Susan Sommer, who successfully argued the 
case Picado v. Jegley before a state circuit court. 
“We hope that the Suprem e Court puts an end 
to this biased law once and for all.”

T he lower court struck down the law in 
March. T he state is appealing that decision.

The plaintiffs include a teacher and mother, 
Elena Picado, as well as a minister, a small-business 
owner and a nurse. They object to being branded as 
criminals and say the ban fuels anti-gay prejudice.

The law prohibits a wide range o f physical 
intimacy between same-sex couples, with pun­
ishment o f up to one year in jail and a fine o f

T h e  Right Rev. Larry E. Maze

$1,000. Under the ban originally enacted in 
1838, sexual relations similarly were restricted 
for all couples, gay and nongay, but that law was 
repealed in 1975. Then, in 1977, the Legislature 
turned around and enacted the current law tar­
geting only same-sex couples.

T he Am erican Psychological Association 
and the N ational Association o f Social Workers 
filed a brief noting that the ban criminalizes sex­
ual intimacy that “ is a normal part o f the inti­
mate relationships o f Americans and is engaged 
in by opposite-sex as well same-sex couples.... 
By banning such sexual intimacy by persons o f 
the same sex [the state’s law] directly impinges 
on these fundamental intimate relationships.”

A  group o f religious leaders filed a brief stat­
ing “private, consensual sexual conduct is a m at­
ter o f individual, personal conscience and not a 
matter for state prohibition through the crimi­
nal laws.” Am ong the clergy included is the 
Right Rev. Larry E. Maze, the Episcopal bishop 
o f the Diocese o f Arkansas.

In other states, including Georgia, Kentucky, 
M ontana, and Tennessee, state courts have struck 
down so-called sodomy laws. Until the 1960s, all 
states criminalized oral and anal sex. Now just 
three— Kansas, O klahom a and Texas— have 
anti-gay laws like that o f Arkansas, while 10 oth­
ers criminalize private oral and anal sex for both 
gay and nongay consenting adults.

PEN NSYLVANIA

A federal jury Nov. 8 cleared three small-town 
police officers of allegations that they violat­

ed a teen’s constitutional right to privacy four years 
ago by threatening to disclose that he was gay, caus­
ing him to commit suicide. Attorneys representing 
his mother, Madonna Sterling, in the federal law­
suit called the verdict a “heartbreaking injustice.” 

"Public officials have a duty to protect and 
serve everyone, including lesbians and gay men," 
said James Esseks, American Civil Liberties Union 
Lesbian and Gay Rights Project litigation director. 
“Rather than ‘first do no harm,’ these officers 
directly contributed to a young man’s death."

Marcus Wayman, 18, was in a parked car with 
a 17-year-old male when Minersville police ques­
tioned the two, found condoms and arrested 
them for underage drinking. Officers later lec­
tured the high school football player about the 
Bible’s condem nation o f homosexuality and 
threatened to tell his grandfather that he was gay.

After Wayman was released from police cus­
tody around midnight, he returned home and 
shot himself in the face with a revolver som e­
time before 6 a.m. His suicide note said, “ I’m 
sorry, G randpa, I found my future...I won’t let 
everyone’s life be ruined by mine.” JT1

Compiled by News Editor JlM RadOSTA, who can 
be reached at jim@justout .com.
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Introducing an exciting new service -
Custom Photo Business Cards

Shot on location or in our studio
In today's hectic environment who has tim e to go to a portrait studio, a  graphic designer and then to a printer to have 
quality business cards m ade? Now all this and more can be done in the convenience of your own office or our studio! 
Quick Stop Photo has team ed up with leading local portrait photographers to provide you with the most comprehensive 
business portrait service available.
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You are photographed in the comfort of 
your own office or our studio, then you will 
be shown proofs immediately. W ith our 
experienced photographers, you are assured 
of getting a quality retouched portrait, one 
you will be proud to have on your card. Your 
custom card layout is processed and a proof 
is em ailed to you all in the same day! Your 
finished business cards will be shipped to 
your office within 5 days.

NOTHING COULD BE MORE AFFORDABLE!
The photo fee, card layout and 500 cards 
are altogether only $1 50 .0 0 . Group pricing 
available.
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