
novemùet ¡6. 2001 *  paon  m m Ê J jj

UTiuTFMttinews

T  he Melting Pot
Mass-produced votives can,t hold o candle to Radiance creationsW

e are about to arrive— or, in 
many cases, be dragged kick­
ing and screaming— into 
that glorious, festive time of 
year now known as “the win­
ter holidays.” Some symbols of childhood mem­

ories remain in our nuevo-enlightened culture, 
while others have been banished to the trash 
bin of political correctness.

Candles remain a bright and cherished sym­
bol o f all cultures and holidays. They are useful, 
decorative and cost-effective; make excellent 
gifts; and play a role in many honored traditions.

And if that’s not good enough for you, con­
sider that candles obviously are an integral part of 
our mayor-mandated home emeigency kits. Why

Radiance's Mark Tynan waxes nostalgic 
about holidays of yore

have boring white 
votives sold at Blah- 
co when you can go 
to Radiance and 
choose from a bazil- 
lion colorful and 
scented decorative 
candles?

If you’re stuck in your damp and dreary base­
ment because of floods, power outages, stalkers, 
earthquakes, terrorism or— yes, it’s true—  
Mount St. Helens is rumbling again, then at 
least make the lighting part of your ordeal pleas­
ant and sensual. And here’s a bonus: Remember, 
a scented candle can work wonders with allevi­
ating that annoying wet dog smell.

Emergencies aside, Radiance also offers a per­
sonalized candle-dipping experience. You can 
color your creations to your own unique desires.

Candle dipping is a great activity for dates, 
especially first ones. And if everything goes well, 
you can return to Radiance for unity candles to 
light at your commitment ceremony.

See? Candles make memories! G o buy one 
today.

I f  the mere thought of shopping makes you 
feel weak and faint, then butch up. I have the 

answer for you: food.
You need to eat, get strong, then head back 

out to spend money and support the local gay 
economy. And no, there’s no time for napping.

Cafe owner Robert Meeker shows off his 
grand Central station

So, to ensure you’re up to the task of spreading 
holiday joy, I recommend you get yourself a good 
breakfast. And 1 have just the place for you to go.

The Central Cafe has a wonderful morning 
spread waiting for you. Located smack-dab in 
the heart of Starbucks-free downtown Gresham, 
the establishment is the crowning glory in the 
24-year career of Robert Meeker.

From the age of 17, he has been an employee

or manager o f other peoples restaurants. Now, 
all of his skills, ideas and energy are headed right 
into his newly acquired business.

Meeker took over ownership o f the cafe in 
March and jumped into the local economy 
headfirst. Many o f his 10 employees are re­
cruited from area schools. T he work o f local 
artists adorns the walls, and his space is avail­
able for community meetings, dinners and 
fund-raisers. Meeker is openly gay in the busi­
ness community and is happy to report his sex­
uality has been a nonissue.

The cafe serves breakfast and lunch and features 
delightful treats such as raspberry cinnamon french 
toast and homemade double/triple/quadruple 
chocolate brownies. Yeasty cinnamon rolls dripping 
with orange cream cheese frosting will get you 
fueled up for all of the shopping that lies ahead.

1 must issue a warning here, though- No matter 
what, don’t try to eat the brownie and the cinna­
mon roll in one visit. Sorry, Robert, even in the 
name of investigative journalism it can’t be done.

In a final business note separate from shopping, 
gubernatorial candidate Beverly Stein was the 

featured speaker at the November luncheon 
meeting of the Portland Area Business Associa­
tion. Proclaiming herself to be an advocate for 
the small-business owner, she spoke to more than 
50 professionals and touched on pressing issues 
such as the rising costs of health care and utilities 
as well as topics relating to gay and lesbian rights.

Yup, folks, only about 40  shopping days 
remaining until the holiday formerly known as 
Christmas— and a mere 365 days until the gen­
eral election. Eat. Shop. Vote. J H

Business news with a  queer bent should be reported 
to Marty Davis at marty@justout.com.

Wa n t  a  s a f e  w in t e r  g e t -a w a y ? 

Lo o k in g  fo r  a  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  e x p e r ie n c e ?

Come to Breitenbush and meet other Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgendered folks for an

EXCEPTIONAL HEALING AND SHARING WEEKEND DEC. 7 TO 9.
Hot springs, warm cabins, and big trees included!

Call Larry Rogers at 503-781-6542 or 
E-Mail me at larryr@teleport.com for a brochure!

602 SE 38th Ave. 
Portland, OR 97H 4
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Westover Heights
c l i n i c

Offering general internal 
medicine and excelling 

in sexual health care

Sew ing the community for / 7  year*

2330 NW Flanders 
•Suite 207

503- 226-6678

V acatfeii TrovaJ P tam u rs
(Formerly Downtown Travel Services)

We Took You to New York 
for Gay Games IV -1994

We Took You to Amsterdam  
for Gay Games V -1998

Now: Let Us Take You 
to Sydney - Nov. 2002

GAY GAMES VI
Call Rip For AH Your Travel Needs: 

(503) 223-1100 • (800) 357-3194 
email: gavtraveKnllplanvacationtravel.com 

www.iPlanVacationTravel.com
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Dignified pet Services
Cremation A. Memorials For Your Companion

• Unique Oiemation Urns
• McjnoniCit Jewehy
• PeisoKotized Caskets
• Giantte Monuments
• Kooks £  Litexatuie

8976 SW Tualatin Sherwood Road 
Tualatin OR 97062 

Phone (503) 885-2211 
www.DignifiedPetServices.com 

(A Division o f Cascade Funeral Directors. Inc)
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