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the snide comments Franzen made during an artiste who blows i ‘ what CDs they play in their cars, how much
interview at Portland’s own Powell’s Books and | New England ivory I they allocate for Christmas presents, what's hid-
uninvited him to her show. “We'll just move tower tenure over a - ' den in their underwear drawers—resulting in so
on to the next book,” she decreed. The fairy | stupid tryst with an -‘ much dysfunctional verisimilitude, | have to
godmother giveth, and she taketh away! obsessive student. We ; hope he simply has a phenomenal imagination.
| also wonder how many folks will soldier | also learn far more L 4 | I'd hate to wish these lives on anyone.
on through more than 250,000 words (more about his masturbatory ' = A : But what really makes The Corrections
than twice the length of a standard novel). The | practices than I cared 4 T ; * - | worth the investment of time are the rich, uni-
Corrections (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2001; $26 | to know, but [suspect i s W - versal insights Franzen has into human nature.
hardcover) is not a coffee table book; it’s a | male readers will find it 20 a3 g P : -' | had so many “aha™ moments | lost count.
doorstop. alternately hilarious and it &~ N i You'll laugh, you'll'cry, you'll stay up too
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