e collects alternative
comics, muscle mags and
vintage erotica—just don’t call it
a porn shop

by Tom Stevenson

"% ometimes a little bit of luck can go a
N " long way in changing a person’s career
% path. Such is the case of Charles

- ’ Boucher.
‘-‘-. He is the owner of CounterMedia,
lmatnd at 927 S.W. Oak St. in downtown Port-
land. The store is a classic example of diversity,
featuring magazines, alternative comics and a vari-
ety of other items: anthologies, stunning coffee
table photo books and fiction that truly runs the
gamut of expressions from smutty to first class.

Do not get the wrong impression, however.
CounterMedia is not a porn shop.
Nor is it only geared toward just queers.

Although Boucher carries all current books of
erotic art and fiction for the gay, lesbian, bisexu- |

al and trans communities, CounterMedia offers
much, much, more.

To understand just how diverse it is, one only |

has to look at the signs throughout the store.
There are sections for Transsexuals, Lesbians,
Vintage Erotica, Gay Men's Fiction, Antholo-
gies, Freak Out, Weirdness, Satan, Foreign
Comics—and that is just a sampling.

Boucher, who has a witty and wonderful sense -

of humor, specializes in vintage erotic material.
Among the rarest items he owns are photographs
taken in the 1950s and '60s, long before main-
stream gay magazines became a staple throughout

the country. These were images shot by friends of

“friends” and literally passed from person to per-
son until they became available to Boucher.

He also has a wide variety of the early muscle
magazines that were popular for gay men prior to
the advent of today’s media forms. “They said
they were printed to help convince youth to
become physically fit,” Boucher says with a
chuckle, “but they knew who was buying them.”

And yes, he also collects and sells vintage
magazines for women.

How does Boucher get the endless hodge-
podge of material, not to mention the vintage
stuff? That’s where the luck comes in.

[t seems he once found two bags full of vin-
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Charles )uchcr. archivist of the freaky and the fleshly

tage erotic maga-
zines at a now-
defunct Southeast Port-

land bookstore. And they were cheap.

He then got hooked on collecting similar
items. Soon enough, he was in the bookstore
business.

Every year, Boucher attends a book show
where he finds out which print releases in the
next 12 months will be geared toward his cus-
tomers. As for the vintage stuff, he says that he
also buys it from people who come in off the
street and that he always is looking for more.

“We pay the best prices,” says Boucher, who
quickly notes he does not carry longtime tradi-
tional erotic magazines such as Playboy and Play-
girl. “There are way too many of them out there.”

Boucher has a penchant for the unusual. He
says much of the early gay material is simply not
available because it was “thrown out.”
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“There were a lot of people who got rid of a
lot of stuff so no one would ever
know they had it,” Boucher notes
He says that it’s an absolute shame
but that he understands why they
had to discard the material, consid-
ering the atmosphere at the time.

Boucher .ll‘w‘ lllfl(t'tl out with
CounterMedia’s high-traffic location.
Not only is he just a block from Pow-
ell’s, which is certainly a magnet for
book lovers, he gets plenty of down-
town tourists as well.

Another bonus is that the store is at
the east end of the Burnside Triangle.
Boucher says that he gets customers from
every walk of life and that there is always
a constant flow of people.

Although today CounterMedia is
cramped in a small location, expansion is
on the horizon. “We will be doubling our
space at the end of the month,” says Bouch-
er, who opened the store in June 1996.

So if you're interested in the latest lesbian
novel, if magnificent photography of the male
body is what fascinates you or if material on any
number of fringe fetishes is what you might be
looking for, chances are CounterMedia has it
You will have to visit the store in person, howev-
er, if you want to check out the books.

Those who might be interested in making a
purchase via the Internet are out of luck. In keep-
ing with the vintage atmosphere at CounterMe-
dia, you will not find a Web site for the store. “It’s
a personal prejudice,” Boucher says. J7

TOM STEVENSON is a Portland free-lance writer
and a full-time Portland State University student
who can be reached at ruraltom@yahoo.com.

noodles,

Christine. She

solutions and made the whole refinancing
process genuinely friendly. Bon Appetite!”

~Sasha, “And She Cooks”

“From strudels to
working’s a
dream in my newly
remodeled kitchen. ..

I needed more room to
add cooking classes to
my catering business but
I dreaded the thought of
refinancing to do it.
Luckily, I was referred to

our house with all the
paperwork, smoothed
out the bumps with

Call today for a
free qualification

over the phone

First Time Buyers « FHA/VA Loans
Self-Employed « Complicated Borrowers
Bankruptcies & Foredosures « Credit Problems
Investment Properties ¢ Pre-approvals
100% Financing Programs

Christine Hall
Mortgage Broker
President’s Club g

503-495-8339 |

800-345-9190 | ..
503-301-1941 §

AACOTET (3 AL Pager

hallc@eaglehomemortgage.com ™=

came lo

When you are Just Out and about,
visit the contemplative Japanese
Garden west of the International
Rose Test Gardens in Washington
dark. Enjoy peace and tranquility
seven days a week roam -

(Mondays Noon

7pm §

For more imformation call so03-22



mailto:ruraltom@yahoo.com
http://www.Larog.com
mailto:hallc@eaglehomemortgage.com

