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than five years ago, strives to educate and 
inform the campus community about sexual 
minority concerns, including harassment, dis­
crimination and personal dignity.

“Fusion provides a safe environment for stu­
dents of all sexual orienta­
tions and allows people to 
expand their horizons and 
escape their sheltered little 
bubbles,” student Karin Lam- 
berson says. She notes that 
when Fusion was founded, 
college trustees didn’t think 
the school needed a gay- 
straight alliance because they thought no sexu­
al minorities were on campus.

In addition to regular meetings, the club 
offers guest speakers, films and other forums for

members to interact with each other and the 
larger student body. Each year, Fusion partici­
pates in a week of sexuality awareness activi­
ties during which it plays host to speakers, 
shows and dances; distributes safe-sex kits; and

— Karin Lamberson

organizes coming-out panels. The club also 
regularly works with faculty and other campus 
organizations to promote visibility and accep­
tance of sexual minorities.

“As a faculty member,” says Martha Van- 
Cleave, mathematics department chair, “1 have 
found that the work of the members of Fusion 
has improved the climate of acceptance for gay, 
lesbian and bisexual individuals.”

For more information send e-mail to Karin 
Lamberson at klamber@linfield.edu.

Checks and 
. Balances

High school reaches out as well

by Jonathan Kipp

A dozen students at McMinnville High 
regularly show up to Counter Balance 
meetings after school. The 6-year-old 

group is a comfortable place to talk and share 
feelings and experiences, adult coordinator and 
advocate Susie Alin says.

Two students have told her they are alive 
only because of the support they received 
through Counter Balance. Others have decided 
to attend college because their mentors served 
as such strong role models.

Generally, students who attend the meetings 
are local, but some come from out of the area. 
Realizing the region needed more support for 
sexual minority kids, Counter Balance started a 
youth group in Newberg.

Local college students are trained to work 
with the teens as well and help keep the pro­
gram afloat during summer months. Alin, also a 
counselor at McMinnville High School, says

Counter Balance is funded by 
donations and periodic grants. 
The group needs money for food 
it serves at meetings, emergency 
housing and counseling.

the bond of friendship and personal support 
between the youth the college leaders has been 
inspirational to witness.

Counter Balance is funded by donations and 
periodic grants. The group needs money for food 
it serves at meetings, emergency housing and 
counseling.

Alin also is hoping to acquire a computer so 
sexual minority youth can write their own sto­
ries and communicate with others across the 
country. She says that most high schools don’t 
allow students to use their e-mail accounts for 
such activities but that it is a safe way for them 
to connect with peers going through similar 
experiences.

For more information or to make a donation send 
e-mail to Susie Aim  at salin@msd.kl 2 .or.us.
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TOM STEVENSON is a Portland free-lance writer 
and a full-time Portland State University student 
who can be reached at ruraltom@yahoo.com.

TIMOTHY K r a u s e  lives in Portland and works as 
managing editor o f a national trade journal for the 
recycling industry.

JONATHAN K ipp is a Portland free-lance writer.

“Fusion provides a safe environment for 
students of all sexual orientations and allows 
people to expand their horizons and escape 
their sheltered little bubbles”
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Superior V intage 5 0 's
3 bedrms, 1 updated bath, new kitchen, 

hdwds, patio, fenced yard, oarage, great 
landscaping. Deal of the w e e k ilfsa  honey! 

$139,900 . 761 I N .  Clarendon.
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M cK en zie Meadows

Cm armino Cottage
Affordable living off Woodstock. Sweet house 
w /m any surprises. Out hidings, deck, private 
backyard, great trees: fig, cherry, apple, etc.

Big lot. Not a  drive by. $ 12 1 ,50 0 .5 92 3  SE 60th.
■ : . v  I

IOOxlOO Lot o m » ou>pox
4 car garage, 4  bedrms, 1.1 baths, fir firs, big kitchen, 

great bones, mature landscaping, newer rood, pull 
down strs for storage on 3ra level. Much potential.

Like new contemporary on oversz lot. Charming, 
home 3 bedrms, 2.1 baths, great rm, firepl., easy 
access to shopping & transportation. A .G ., wired 
for surround sound. Deck & great backyard, file  
& hardwood!! 15749 SE Taggart S t $199,888.

New U of P. $209,500 @ 7607 N. Fowler.

Vow  o r Mr. Taso« $195,0001
Stunning home atop a  hit, 3 bedrms, 2 baths, 
pen kitchen, cherry blossom! Great area convtopen

nient to shopping & commuting. Multi-level, great 
patio/yard. Dbl car garage. Dont miss your 

opportunity) 11105 NE Cherry Blossom!

Call your Power Team

—CELIA LYON—
(503) 260-6231

—TERRI POPEJOY—
(503) 330-0400

RE/M AX - EQUITY GRO UP QJ
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See o u r  o th er  f in e  listings in the C lassified Ads .
10588 S .E  W ASHINGTON (20S PU»a|

(503)  255-3588

www.laserattractions.com ^Jf

NEWEST INNOVATIVE LASER 
TECHNOLOGY TREATING ALL SKIN TYPES

AND ALL BODY PARTS
•Laser Hair Removal 

•Micro Dermabrasion Peels 
• Vein Removal

Free Consultations • Walk-ins Welcome 
Tuesday Thru Saturday 9AM-8PM
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